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Gradatim 


Heaven is not reached by a single bound; 
But we build the ladder by which we rise 
From the lowly earth to the vaulted skies, 


And we mount to its summit round by round. 


We rise by the things that are ‘neath our feet; 
By what we have mastered of good and gain; 
By the pride deposed and the passions slain; 

And the vanquished ills that we hourly meet. 


Wings for the angels but feet for men! 
From the weary earth to the sapphire walls; 
But the dream departs and the vision falls, 


And the sleeper wakes on his pillow of stone. 


—J. G. Holland 
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ASSISTANT RELIGIOUS BOOKS 


One of the largest and best known 
book publishers specializing in religious 
books has an opening offering a real 
opportunity to a capable advertising as- 
sistant, layman preferred. Must have 
an appreciation of religious books and 
the ability to appraise them intelligent- 
ly and honestly. Technical experience 
in advertising or journalism desirable 
but not essential. State age, experience, 
salary, references and draft status. Box 
16, Church Management, 1900 Euclid 
Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 
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Marriage and Sexual Harmony by 
Oliver M. Butterfield. Especially valu- 
able to youth in this day of war mar- 
riages. Paper bound. 96 pages. 50c 
prepaid. Church Management, 1900 
Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 


300k Bargains: Used, good condi- 
tion. Theological, Religious, Homi- 
letic, others. Send stamp for list. 
Clergy-Aids Service, Box 578, Eagle 
River, Wisconsin. 


Used Books. We buy and sell new 
and used religious books and sets. 
Write for our free catalogs. Baker’s 
Book Store, 1019 Wealthy Street, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 








CHURCH PRINTING SAMPLES 


Send stamps for postage and we will 
send you an assortment of church bul- 
letins, letters, etc., as we have received 
them from our subscribers. At the 
same time send us a package of your 
printing. We usually have more re- 
quests for the material than the sup- 
ply on hand. Church Management, 1900 
Euclid Avenue. Cleveland, Ohio. 
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Three Men in a Boat. A play of in- 
terfaith brotherhood. Helps build un- 
derstanding between Jews. Catholics. 
and Protestants. Get one iump ahead 
of the “crusade of hatred” which is 
scheduled for America. Five charac- 
ters. Five copies. sufficient for the 
entire cast. 50c. Church Management. 
1900 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 
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Wanted—A minister in every locality 
to sell our duplicators, stencils, inks. 
typewriter ribbons. etc. Big discounts. 
Write for dealers’ prices. Centype 


Manufacturing Company, 145 N. Broad- 
way. Wichita, Kansas. 


Save up to 50% on mimeograph pa- 
per. stencils and ink. Send 25c for 
3 sample stencils or $1 for 12. One 
pound $2 ink for $1. Lettering Guides, 
Scopes and Duplicators at special dis- 
counts. Duplicator Supplies. 3332 
Beach Avenue, Chicago. Illinois. 








HYMNALS REBOUND 





More and more churches are saving 
money by having their worn hymnals 
rebound by the Educational Bindery, 
1126 South Boulevard, Evanston. Ili- 
nois. Your sample book bound free. 








OFFICE MACHINES 





Typewriters. Office Machines. Save 
up to half on Duplicators, Addressing 
Machines, Adding Machines, Letter 
Folders, Envelope Sealers. Pruitt, 15 
Pruitt Building, Chicago. 








PASTORS’ HELPS 


Pulpit Bread of Life. “Messages oi 
Magnitude;” “Priorities of Life” series 
now available; also ‘Music-blended 
Messages” for Communion, New Year’s, 
Lent. Loose-leaf. Send 35 cents for 
specimens. Clergy-Aids Service, Box 
578, Eagle River, Wisconsin. 


Pastor’s Calling List. Very useful 
family information card, punched for 
loose leaf binder. Cards, 50 for 50c; 
90¢c per 100. Special Kamket binder, 
25c. To introduce it to “Church Man- 
agement” subscribers, one Kamket 
binder with fifty cards inserted, 45c. 
Church Management, 1900 Euclid Ave- 
nue, Cleveland, Ohio. 








PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 


Director of Religious Education, 
woman, would make a change. Indiana, 
Illinois or Ohio preferred. Address Box 
XY. Church Management, 1900 Euclid 
Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 








WEDDING BOOKS, CERTIFICATES 


A large line with distinction and 
quality. Color variety. Price range. 
Original designs. Send card for cata- 
log and Introductory Offers. Para- 
gon Publishing Company. 238 Tahoma 
Road. Lexington, Kentucky. 
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Selected Short Sermons 
By Earl Riney 











If you play with sin it will soon put 
you out of the society of decent people. 
* * * 

Defeat should be nothing but educa- 
tion; it is the first step toward some- 
thing better. 
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Statistics kept by pastors show that | 


more people are ill on Sundays than the 
total for the other six days. 
* a * 
Still waters run deep or are stagnant. 
* * * 
He who builds no castles in the air, 


builds no castles anywhere. 
ag * * 


Your world is where you can do most 


good and where your abilities can be 
mustered for the greatest variety of 


services in as many directions and in | 


as thorough a manner as is possible. 
a * x 


The longer one trains and prepares, | 


the mightier is one’s strength. Honest 
effort is eternal. 
* ok Ok 
Life is full of endings, but every end- 
ing is a new beginning. 
e. § se 
Greet the new year with a cheer! 
* * * 
Get your directions before you start 
for the new year. 
* * * 
There was never a time like the new 
year to square yourself with God. 
* * od 
To live without faith is like driving 
in a fog. 
| oo 


Let me but live my life from year | 


to year with forward face and unre- 
luctant soul. 
—Henry Van Dyke. 
* * x 


New Year’s Day—A milestone on the | 


way to eternity. 
* oe * 

Life for the most of us is a con- 
tinuous process of getting used to 
things we hadn’t expected. 

ok * *‘ 

The lazier a man is, the more he in- 

tends to do tomorrow. 
a K ~ 
A New Year—a new life, new oppor- 
tunity, new purpose, new power. 
* ok * 
God is in every tomorrow. 
* * * 
Never cross a bridge until you get 


to it and then if the bridge is washed | 


away, swim across. 
* * * 


Wherever you put fun, there you | 
germinate health, achievement and | 


power. The biggest doers are the ones 
who get most fun out of work and who 
put the most fun into their work. 
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» TEACHERS 
uide 1943 


By MARTHA TARBELL, Ph.D., Litt.D. 


FIRST IN THE HEARTS OF MINISTERS 
AND SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 


Dr. William M. Stidger says: “A gold mine of a book—a real 
contribution to preachers.” $2.00 


THE PARABLES AND METAPHORS 


OF OUR LORD 
By G. CAMPBELL MORGAN, D. D. 


A clear and simple interpretation of the parables and parabalic 
illustrations found in the four gospels. An illuminating exposi- 
tion that will soon find a place in every minister’s study. It is 
Dr. Morgan’s monumental work. $3.00 


THE LORD’S PRAYER 
By CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY, D. D. 


A volume of addresses on the universal prayer of the Christian 
faith, put into permanent form in response to many requests. 
Each is inspirational and interpretative of one of the eight 
clauses in the sublime supplication. $1.00 


THE DESIRES OF A RELIGIOUS MAN 
By DONALD H. TIPPETT, D. D. 
First Methodist Church, Los Angeles 


“Straight-forward messages in which the author through an in- 
terpretation of the greatest of prayers helps us to the discovery 
of our basic desires and aids in the development of a more 
genuine prayer life.”—Christian Messenger. $1.50 


A DOCTOR CARRIES ON 
By THOMAS A. LAMBIE 


The author of “A Doctor Without a Country” writes graphically 
of dramatic and tragic experiences during the recent conquest 
of the Italian invaders and return of Haille Selassie to Ethiopia. 
Introduction by Lowell Thomas Illustrated $2.00 


SECOND LARGE PRINTING WITH NEW FRONTISPIECE 


| WAS IN HELL WITH NIEMOELLER 
By LEO STEIN 


“The soul of Martin Niemoeller is alive in this book. It speaks as 
few other books can of the faith that remains uncrushed—the 
faith that attempted to move Hitler from his course—that will 
finally rise above the dust of a Nazi ‘New Order’.”—St. Louis Post 
Dispatch. $2.50 
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for today can safely trust on finan- 
cial support for their work, despite 
taxation, war restrictions and other 
necessities. 


William H. Leach. 
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N1S may be 
just the book 
youre looking for 


This free book tells you about a plan now being used by more than 400 successful pastors which 
made it possible for them to increase their church attendance from 30 to 60 per cent; to increase 
their church collections from 20 to 50 per cent; a plan that not only saves their time but also 
broadens their sphere of influence; a plan that enabled them to present the Gospel to every man, 
woman and child in their respective communities. 


a ‘Stanho 


For samples, prices and full particulars regarding our 
service and the helpful sixteen-page illustrated Parish 
Manual containing detailed explanation of publishing 
procedure, fill out and mail the coupon. 

it NOW. No obligation, of course. 


Do 


The 
pe Christian 





This Book Telis)You How a 
Parish Paper Will’. .. 


Increase Church Attendance 


By visiting regularly every home, 
a parish paper rekindles enthusiasm 
for your church. It attracts those 
who do not attend any church serv- 
ices. 


Attract and Hold the Young Folks 
A parish paper gives the news of 
the Sunday school and makes the 
young people conscious of their re- 
sponsibility to the church. 


Widen Your Sphere of Influence 

A parish paper keeps you in touch 
with members, out-of-town members 
and non-members. It is your per- 


Ottawa Ave. 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 


sonal representative, entering every 
home in the community. 


Save Your Time 

It makes far more pastoral calls 
than you can ever hope to make per- 
sonally. It brings joy and comfort 
to the sick and shut-in. It keeps all 
informed. 


Add to Church Finances 


Parish paper publishers report 
that collections always improve as 
members and friends take a greater 
interest in the program of their 
church. 
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RELIGIOUS 


BOOK MANUSCRIPT 
PRIZE CONTEST 


Open to authors and writers 
who have not as yet published a book 


In order to encourage and draw upon the skill and craftsmanship of the 
great number of able and promising writers who have not as yet pub- 
lished a book-length manuscript, Abingdon-Cokesbury Press is sponsor- 


ing a prize contest open to such writers alone. 


An outright cash bonus 


of five hundred dollars will be given to the author whose manuscript is 
adjudged the best among those submitted, and in addition the author 
will receive all the regular book royalties from the sale of the prize- 


winning volume. 


The following rules will outline and determine the contest: 


1) Each manuscript submitted must be written by one who has never before 


had a book manuscript published. 


2) No fiction and no poetry will be considered, and, while there is no definite 
limit as to subject matter, it must be remembered that this manuscript 
will be published by a religious publishing house. 


Each manuscript submitted must be not less than 40,000 words in length 


and be typewritten, double-spaced, on one 


side only of white bond paper, 


approximate size 81/2x11 inches or 81/2x14 inches. 


Each manuscript must be accompanied by an entry form which the pub- 
lisher will supply to those requesting it. 

Manuscripts must be received by the publishers not later than May 31, 
1943. The announcement of the prize winning manuscript will be made 
on September 1, 1943. Manuscripts will be adjudged by the Editorial 
Staff of Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 

Manuscripts which do not win the award, but which, by reason of their 
excellence, are adjudged worthy of publication, will be published by 
Abingdon-Cokesbury under the usual royalty arrangement with the author. 
Such manuscripts will take their place on the Abingdon-Cokesbury list and 
be nationally advertised and marketed with other Abingdon-Cokesbury 
books. 

Manuscripts will be carefully safeguarded while they are in the possession 


of Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 
for lost manuscripts. 


the publishers cannot be responsible 


Those not accepted for publication will be returned. 


The publishers reserve the right to withdraw the award should no manu- 
script submitted be adjudged worthy of it. 


Contestants should write to ABINGDON-COKESBURY for any further 


information; also, for the entry form which is required with each manu- 


script submitted. 


Address BOOK EDITOR, Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 


150 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York. 











Ministerial Oddities 
Collected by 


Thomas H. Warner 








“Where judgment has wit to express 

it, there is the best orator.’’-—Penn. 
* * oa 

Wit was one of the most striking 
characteristics of Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon, the great English Baptist 
preacher. A schoolmate said: “About 
half-a-dozen boys, who lived at some 
distance from the school, used to carry 
their dinners and eat them in the 
schoolroom. Spurgeon was one of these, 


and it was his usual custom, while eat- 
ing his own dinner, to be turning over 
the pages of a joke or riddle, or 
anecdote book in search of something 
to amuse the rest. ... The playground 
was never Spurgeon’s forte, play of the 
intellect was his delight.” 

One day, while dining at the house of 
a friend, Spurgeon said he once lived 
three months on nothing but milk. He 
was asked, “Why did you have to do 
it?” He replied, ‘Ask my mother.” 

Dr. Wright said: “His sallies in the 
garden were sometimes inimitable. ‘Are 
you ever troubled by these sinless peo- 





ple?’ he said to me one day. ‘We have 
a nest of them here, and the craze has 
I called 
up my three gardeners on Saturday 


got in among the gardeners. 


week, and said to them, ‘I have been 
observing you for some time. You come 
late and go early, and in the interval 
you spoil my shrubs. I don’t want 
your services any more. I will have 
my garden attended to by sinners for 
the future.’ And he added quietly, ‘I 
have now three sinners, and they are 
doing my garden beautifully.’ ” 


* * * 


Spurgeon said: “At one of our clos- 
ing meetings at the college, before the 
brethren went away for their vacation, 
I said that I was a poor man, or I 
would give every student a present, and 
I told them what I would have selected 
if I had been rich. I remember one 
brother to whom I said that I would 
give him a corkscrew, because he had 
a good deal in him, but he could not 
get it out. ‘As to you, my brother,’ 
I said to another student, ‘I should give 
you a sausage-stuffer, for you need to 
have something put into you.’ There 
was one friend to whom I should have 
liked to present a canister of Chapman 
and Hall’s gunpowder. He was to have 
two pounds of it, and some one was to 
set it alight exactly at the second head 
of his discourse.” 


a oe 


A young man with intellectual pre- 
tensions, who had been reading Herbert 
Spencer, was in the company of 
Spurgeon. He said, with a touch cof 
pride, “But I do not belong to your 
school, Mr. Spurgeon. I should inform 
you sir, that I am an agnostic.” “An 
agnostic,” replied Spurgeon, “that is 
Greek, is it not?” “I believe so,” said 
the youth. “Of which,” continued 
Spurgeon, “the Latin equivalent is ig- 
noramus, is it not?” 


ets 


A schoolmate related this incident. 
“Spurgeon was always top boy of his 
class, in fact, top boy of the school. 
Once only, I remember, he lost his place 
in class, and lost every place, until he 
reached the very bottom. In vain did 
his teacher remonstrate with him, he 
was at the bottom and couldn’t get 
away. At last it occurred to the teacher 
that perhaps the fire near the bottom 
of the class might have something to 
do with it. It was a very cold day, and 
the top of the class was close to a 
drafty door. The teacher reversed the 
class, making the top by the stove. 
Spurgeon immediately brightened up, 
not a chance was missed of getting up, 
and he was soon back in his old place 
at the top.” 
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National Day of Prayer 


Y proclamation of the president of the 
United States, New Year’s Day, Friday, 
January 1, 1943, is a national day of 
prayer. During the history of the nation but 


seven days have been so designated. 
Three times during the Civil War Abraham 


Lincoln called upon his fellow country men to 
bow in prayer to Almighty God. 

During the first world war Woodrow Wilson 
set aside one day in 1917 and one in 1918 for 
prayer. 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt has, to date, des- 
ignated four such days of prayer. Earlier 
dates so selected were January 1, 1942, Sep- 
tember 8, 1942, and November 26, 1942. 





Cleveland Meetings Mark 


Turning Point 


HE churches know that there is a war in 
ik world. They know that the war has 

been pressed upon a world: by a totalitari- 
an, vicious and unchristian philosophy which 
threatens the life of justice in the world. This 
knowledge has not always been audible. While 
the world has burned churchmen have stood 
aside muttering to themselves. The Cleveland 
meetings of the various denominational agen- 
cies mark the turning point. The churches now 
know that the world is at war and they know 
that righteousness is on the side of the United 
Nations. 

On another page we are publishing state- 
ments of two meetings. The first is that of 
the bishops of the Methodist church. There is 
no longer hesitancy here. 

“We pledge ourselves to the destruction of this 
brutal and unwarranted aggression and for the 
preservation for all mankind of the sacred liber- 
ties of free peoples.” 

Those are positive words. 

The statement of the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America likewise is 
strong and firm. 


We like this: 

“The triumph of the Axis powers, according to 
their own definition of their objectives, would 
mean a deliberate effort. 

“1, To subject every realm of personal freedom 
to the tyranny of the state; 

“2. To substitute the arbitrary decisions of a 
dictatorship for an ordered regime of law and 
justice; 

“3. To establish the domination of an alleged 
master race in place of a democratic fellowship of 
races; 

“4. To deprive free nations of their own govern- 
ments and make them vassals of a supreme mili- 
tary power; 

“5. To exercise such an exclusive control over the 

education of youth as to impose the entire totali- 

tarian philosophy upon them. 

“Such avowed aims as these are not merely un- 
Christian; they are positively anti-Christian. They 
frankly repudiate the best elements that Chris- 
tianity. has contributed to the shaping of civiliza- 
tion. If such aims should now become fortified by 
the military victory of the Axis nations, the re- 
sult would be an incalculable setback to those who 
seek Christian objectives.” 

Praise the Lord and pass congratulations. 
Churches have become realistic. War is hell. 
But it is a hell which those who are morally 
conscious cannot avoid. God is with us. Per- 
haps for a time like this it was said: “If I 
make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.” 


With His Head in the Sand 


(A Contributed Editorial) 


UR apologies to the ostrich! We were 
told for years, in fact since childhood— 


and so often that we believed it—that 
the ostrich stuck his head in the sand when 
he did not want to face the facts. Now we are 
assured by competent ornithologists that this 
is not true. In reality it is a libel on a very 
remarkable bird. Our long-legged biped never 
did such a foolish thing. 

Metaphorically, it is true that humans do 
stick their heads in the sand. They decline to 
face situations which are taxing, puzzling or 
disagreeable. This is by no means a new trait. 
On the contrary it is one of the oldest char- 

(Turn to page 58) 
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The Feast of First Fruits 


by Sidney W. Powell 


This is an experience article which has the virtue of evan- 

gelistic passion. First fruits for the kingdom is the theme. The 

author is the minister of the First Baptist Church, St. Paul, 
Minnesota, and author of “Where Are the People?” 


8 
HE term priority has become a 
household word in these days of 
war economy. But what about 
priority in the kingdom of God? 


Every Christian is probably familiar 
with the idea that the disciple of 
Christ is to seek first the kingdom of 
God. How can one become realistic 
about seeking the kingdom? We shall 
seek the advancement of the kingdom 
as earnestly as others seek riches, fine 
clothes and palatial homes. That 
seeking lays upon us the obligation 
of stewardship or tithing, for the king- 
dom is promoted as we support its 
program with our gifts. Yet is not 
one of the major problems of steward- 
ship that of priority? 


When shall we, in recognition of 
our stewardship, apportion God’s 
share of our income? Is it to be a 
tenth of what remains after all ex- 
penses have been met and expendi- 
tures made? How much will there 
then be for the vast program of the 
kingdom? The Lord’s work cannot be 
supported on the left-overs of his 
people. Worshipping God with the 
residue is not seeking first the king- 
dom. Priority means being first in 
rank, place or time. Writing to the 
Colossians, Paul says that it is God’s 
purpose that in all things Christ 
should have the preeminence. Pre- 
eminence means first in rank. If Christ 
is to be first in rank, then he should 
be first in time. This is the crux of 
the matter of stewardship. Preemi- 
nence demands priority. Some plan 
should be devised to help Christ’s peo- 
ple see the need of putting their ob- 
ligations to him first. The Bible is 
our best source of both inspiration and 
methods of practical procedure. The 
Israelites made a beautiful ceremony 
of offering “the first fruits” to God. 
When they came into the promised 
land they brought “the first of all 
the first fruits of the earth” into the 
house of God. The priest took the 
offering of the first fruits and set it 
before the altar. When the offering 
had been made the people declared be- 
fore the Lord, “I have brought away 


the hallowed things out of mine house. 
I have not transgressed thy command- 
ments, neither have I forgotten them. 
I have not diverted any part of the 
Lord’s tithes to other uses. I have 
not used any part of it for myself, 
nor paid for funerals out of it. But 
I have harkened unto the voice of the 
Lord my God and have done according 
to all thou hast commanded me.” 

If we do not obey the command of 
God in Exodus, “the first of the first 
fruits of thy land thou shalt bring 
into the house of the Lord, thy God,” 
the kingdom is not likely to be well 
financed, for if the tithe is not paid 
first it is not likely to be paid at all. 
If on the other hand, our stewardship 
is focal rather than marginal, primary 
rather than secondary, then we shall 
make out the first check, after deposit- 
ing our salary, or lay aside the first 
portion of our pay for God. 

I suggest that the New Testament 
churches observe the Feast of the First 
Fruits as the people of God did in the 
Old Testament, in order to give the 
kingdom the priority it merits in 
their lives. Perhaps it would be well 
to follow the plan of a three-months 
adventure just as we have in the past 


- in pledging the people to tithing. If 


they put God to the test for that pe- 
riod of time, they will probably never 
return to the old slipshod methods. 
Why not use a card like this: 
This gathers up the ideals of stew- 





The Feast of First Fruits 


First Baptist Church 


A Three Months Celebration 

With the purpose of putting 
Christ first in my whole life I gladly 
join my fellow members of the First 
Baptist Church in the Feast of 
First Fruits. 

During these first three months 
I will set aside the first part of my 
income for Christ and the church, 
remembering my heavenly Father’s 
purpose for his Son, “that in all 
things he might have the preemi- 
nence.” 


* we are still 











ardship or tithing and insures honesty 
with God by establishing the practice 
of presenting the tithe to God before 
it is dissipated. 

If one is to pay God’s portion first 
it becomes necessary to determine 
what that portion shall be. The re- 
verse side of the First Fruits card 
might be set up in this way: 





What Is God’s Portion? 


In recognition of my stewardship 
I shall contribute the portion of my 
income indicated below to the work 
of God’s kingdom. Check which. 


50 % 10% 
25 % 5% 
2% 


Then thou shalt say before the 
Lord thy God, “I have brought 
away the hallowed things out of 
mine house, according to all thy 
commandments which thou hast 
commanded me: I have not trans- 
gressed thy commandments, neither 
have I forgotten them: 

I have not eaten thereof, but I 
have harkened to the voice of the 
Lord my God, and have done ac- 
cording to all that thou hast com- 
manded me.” (Deuteronomy 26:13- 
14) 

(over) 














One church that succeeded in greatly 
increasing its income for the total pro- 
gram of the kingdom through celebrat- 
ing the Feast of the First Fruits sent 
all its members copies of the following 
letter received by the pastor from one 
of the members. 


“This letter to you, dear pastor, is 
from a member of a family of your 
church who has been tithing ‘on the 
sly’ for about three years—I thought 
perhaps you might be interested in the 
reactions of one who stepped off the 
brink into the hitherto unknown field 
of tithing. Our family began to tithe 
when the pastor suggested that we 
place it on trial for a period of three 
months. 


“First of all let me say we have 
never missed the money, and, although 
financially ‘muddlin’ 
thru,’ we certainly have no less, nor 
any larger bills confronting us than 
we had when we began. Rather, a 
check of our worldly goods finds us bet- 
ter off than we were at that time— 
our home is more comfortable, the 
children’s clothes a little better—and 
our car a newer and swankier model 
than we had at that time. We still 
have to do much on faith, as often we 
can’t see our way ahead—but how 
much more fun it is to do it on FAITH 
than on WORRY, the method we for- 
merly employed. <A dear old lady 


friend of ours, who has tithed for 
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years, once said that if you tithe, the 
Lord, will bless the other 9/10s so that 
it will go farther than the whole used 
to. It sounded like queer figuring, but 
now we know she was right! 

“One thing that is often overlooked 
in explaining the principle of the 
tithe to those who have never tried it, 
is the joy there is in it. The balance 
of our income goes to stuffy old bills 
of coal, groceries, clothing, doctor and 
dentist bills, with a very small per 
cent being spent for recreation or 
luxuries. The one-tenth is where the 
fun comes in! We have such fun de- 
ciding who is to get some of our at- 
tention after the largest part is given 
to operate our beloved First Church. 
What a thrill it is to picture at least 
several little Chinese tots, who had 
perhaps been nearly starved, now 
looking plump and rosy because we 
have sent rice to them. Or perhaps it 
is a Chinese student laboring under 
most difficult conditions whom we have 
helped. We fairly leaped with joy to 
read in the newspaper that $1.00 
will do the work of $20.00 in Chinese 
money. A hasty computation of the 
$12.00 sent to the United China Relief 
sent us soaring with the thought that 
we had actually sent $240.00 worth 
of comfort over there. Then, too, it is 
fun knowing that we have had a part 
in Chester Strait’s securing burros for 
his work in the Chin Hills, and in as- 
sisting him to publish the Bible in the 
Chin language for the first time, in 
contributing to the organ fund at First 
Church, to the Old Folks Homes, the 
Gospel Mission, the Sunday School 
Association, the Community Chest, the 
Red Cross, the Salvation Army, Christ- 
mas seals and other worthy charities. 
Occasionally we have been able to send 
small sums to worthy folks anony- 
mously to cheer them over the humps a 
bit. 

“For many years I yearned with a 
secret passion to possess beautiful fur- 
niture. Ours is shabby and worn, but 
had we purchased the most luxurious 
kind when we were first married it 
would be shabby now—we’ve been mar- 
ried that long a time. I am sure, how- 
ever, that had my dream of gorgeous 
Duncan-Phyfe or Early American fur- 
niture for our home been realized, it 
would not have provided a fraction of 
the joy we have had in thinking that 
this small portion of our earnings— 
one-tenth—has taken the wings of the 
morning and gone to many parts of 
the world bringing relief in some small 
measure at least, to many burdened 
hearts. 

“What started out to be a duty done 
for the sake of our God has become 
the greatest source of joy in our 
lives. Isn’t that always the way?” 

Affectionately, 
Just One of the Members 
of First Church. 


Other letters were sent the members 
prior to the day in which the Feast 
of the First Fruits was celebrated. 
The day was well publicized, steward- 
ship urged, and the importance of 
standing by the church in the crucial 
days which are upon us_ strongly 
stressed. 

When the congregation came into the 
sanctuary on the day of celebration 
they faced a golden altar some three 






































SMALL CHAPEL ADDS TO WORSHIP PROGRAM 


We have had occasion to publish pictures of several most at- 


tractive small chapels. 


should accompany it will have tq follow. 


Here is another picture. 


The story which 
In some way the picture 


became separated from the text and we need identification for it. 
We shall be glad to have our reader who originally sent it to us 


supply the missing data for the next issue. 


can help us to identify it. 


Or perhaps, some reader 








feet square made especially for the oc- 
easion. At either side of the altar 
stood six-foot candelabra with seven 
burning candles and back of the altar 
a cross of crimson electric lights. At 
the close of the sermon, an earnest ap- 
peal for sacrificial giving of the first- 
lings, the pastor and his family ap- 
proached the altar and laid their 
pledge cards upon it. They were fol- 
lowed by the deacons with their fam- 
ilies, the trustees and theirs, then the 
church officers and the choir. When 
the latter organization had laid their 
gifts on the altar they ascended the 
pulpit stairs and stood at either side 
behind the altar. The picture was 
such as one would never be inclined to 
forget. The golden altar, and the 
crimson cross in the center flanked by 
the white-robed choir with the candles 
flaming before them, while the con- 
gregation, singing appropriate hymns, 
came forward in a long procession lay- 
ing their First Fruit pledges on the 
altar. 

The largest total pledge the church 
had ever received in one day was made 


that morning. The plan, so simple 
and so scriptural, had captured the 
imagination of the people. That par- 
ticular church had usually been satis- 
fied to pledge about 1200 dollars less 
than their budget year by year, a 
deficiency that created a sizable deficit 
to be faced by the board of trustees 
month after month and year after 
year. This year the church went a 
considerable way over its budget so 
that there is a balance instead of a 
deficit month by month. The people 
are paying their pledges and paying 
them on time, because instead of pay- 
ing their other bills and _ spending 
what they wish on themselves, then 
paying their church pledges if there 
is anything left over with which to 
meet them, they have pledged to make 
their first payment after receiving 
their income each week or each month 
a sacred seeking first of the kingdom 
of God, an offering of the first of the 
first fruits, that Christ their Lord may 
have not only the preeminence but the 
priority which is his right as the Lord 
of their lives. 
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GOD’S JUDGMENT 
During all the years of the first 
World War one was constantly hearing 
the question, “Why has God let this 
happen? If he is good, why doesn’t 
he stop it?” I should like to enter here 


a single pertinent observation. Since 


the beginning of the second World War 
I have never heard that question asked. 
We realize only too well, and with bit- 
terness, that the present tragic facts 
are our own fault. They are the direct 
result of the vengefulness, the hatreds, 
the fear, the stupidity and the sheer 
laziness of ourselves and our contem- 
poraries. We have no one but our- 
selves to thank or blame for the clouds 
in history which have now returned 
again after the rain. We have brought 
the second World War on our own 
heads. Our liberties are real, our free- 
dom of opportunity to make a better 
world was in 1918 unlimited. But we 
were too angry, too unforgiving, per- 
haps too tired to rise to the occasion. 
We are under no necessity to charge 
this latest revival of man’s inhumanity 
to man against God. We have grown 
up in the last twenty years a little 
nearer the moral majesty of Lincoln’s 
Second Inaugural, and find no cause 
in the grim present fact to challenge 
either the justice or the goodness of 
God—that God whose judgments in the 
history of a nation as a whole are true 
and righteous altogether. From What 
We Mean by Religion by Willard L. 
Sperry; Harper & Brothers. 





“THOU SHALT NOT KILL” 

Thou shalt not kill. In its original 
meaning this injunction probably had 
reference to the destruction of a tribal 
brother, but its true significance only 
becomes more apparent as civilization 
grows more complex. We have a hun- 
dred ways of killing men of which our 
fathers never dreamed. We can poison 
them by polluting the water system. 
We can starve them by food adultera- 
tion. We can murder them in unreg- 
ulated street traffic. As we multiply 
points of contact in a complicated 
civilization we multiply sources of ex- 
asperation. Each age must write its 
own bill of particulars under the gen- 
eral injunction, “Thou shalt not kill.” 
I would print the words on the license 
tag of every automobile. I would put 
it in the charter of every public service 
corporation. I would gather together 
the nationalistic slogans of all the na- 
tions and I would write over all of 


them, “In the name of these, thou shalt 
not kill.” Arthur E. Holt in Christian 
Roots’ of 
Friendship Press. 


Democracy in America; 
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Supplementary Work for Ministers 
by A. M. Gottschalh* 


Man power is scarce in wartime. More and more we learn of 


ministers doing supplementary work. 


We publish this experi- 


ence in hopes that it may stimulate others to give us the 
impressions of any experiences they have been having. 


EELING that my experience may 

be helpful to other pastors, par- 

ticularly those in small churches in 
industrial centers devoted at the 
present time to war work, I want to 
share an aspect of my life for what 
it may be worth. The church I serve 
is located on the north side of town, 
which is the residential-business sec- 
tion, and overlooks the home plant of 
the Bethlehem Steel Company on the 
south side of the Lehigh river. It is 
one of the smaller churches of town, 
having a membership of 180. Its pres- 
ent salary of $1500 per year represents 
an increase of $300 per year over a 
year ago when I came to this church 
as its pastor. The membership had 
dropped down to 156. It was a typical 
run-down city church. 

During the vacation period this sum- 
mer I secured employment in town as 
a presser in a dry cleaning store a block 
away from the church and parsonage. 
After working the two weeks of the 
vacation the other regular presser was 
drafted for the army. I made the dis- 
covery that the proprietor of the store 
had already given two men from his 
employ to national service. He had 
seen service himself in World War I. 
Other available men for the job were 
employed at the steel plant. Operators 
on Hoffman presses, a job I had learned 
during summer vacations while going 
to college, were greatly needed in the 
Lehigh Valley. Accordingly I continued 
to work for a few weeks more. An ar- 
rangement was made with the proprie- 
tor to get time off for funerals and 
special engagements, and as_ parish 
duties multiply to have several after- 
noons a week free. 

What is the attitude of the officials 
of the church? From the moment the 
families of the church learned that I 
was working during the vacation the 
reaction was uniformly favorable. As 
the knowledge spread and as time went 
on the feeling was the same. And when 
the request was formally presented to 
the official board for the privilege of 
continuing at this type of employment, 
the sentiment was unanimous that I 
should proceed as long as it did not 
interfere seriously with parish duties. 





*Minister, St. John’s Evangelical Church, 


Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 


Let it be stated that the men of the 
church represent the working group. 
There are no professional men in the 
Here are a few vocal 


“Tt is a whole- 


congregation. 
reactions of the men: 
some experience to see life from an- 


other angle.” “It is more honorable 


to work and pay one’s debts than to 


have a dull conscience about one’s 


debts.” “You are to be commended for 
your spunk.” “Well, if our minister can 
preach sermons like he preached last 
Sunday, and work at the same time, I 
say ‘Let him work’.” 

Needless to say, my own personal 
contributions to the work of the church 
have increased proportionately. We have 
our coal bin filled, and paid in full. We 
have some school loans yet to repay, 
and now we are in a position to clear 
them soon. For the past five years we 
have not been able to do much on these 
loans due to a very restricted income 
and high traveling expenses. Coming 
to Bethlehem we disposed of the car, a 
necessity formerly, but now not re- 
quired. The income from renting the 
garage was ours. Since the parsonage 
is large, we have been able to rent a 
room to a congenial defense worker, 
thereby helping in the war-effort by 
helping the worker. We have a family 
of two children under five years of age. 


ASKS FAMILIES TO ENCOURAGE 
SERVICE MEN TO CONTACT 
CHAPLAINS 

In accordance with 
chaplains in the field, Dr. A. W. Gott- 
schall, national director of ‘programs in 
army camps, naval and air bases for 
the National Conference of Christians 
and Jews, urges families with men in 
the armed services to write to the men 
and encourage them to contact their 
chaplains. Service men should be as- 
sured by their families, says Dr. Gott- 
schall, that “the chaplains are their 
best friends.” 

Chaplains will welcome this advice on 
the part of parents and wives, and will 
be able to render greater service, Dr. 
Gottschall declares. 


requests from 
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Past Fifty - - Want a Church? 


Here is a genuine experience of a minister, past fifty years of 
age, who wanted a new pastorate. Contrary to general expecta- 


tion he made an advantageous move. 


The author has been on 


our subscription lists for years; the editor knows him personally. 

The name is not used for obvious reasons. But if any man of 

mature years wishes additional information regarding the tech- 

nique used we shall be glad to give him the name and address 
of the author. 


OST replies to inquiries about 
vacancies and possible contacts 
brought the reply: “Yes, there 
are vacancies, but they will consider 
cnly men under forty, forty-five.” Or, 
in talking it over with other minis- 
ters, “the records show that after forty- 
seven ministers lose their standing in 
financial returns.” If my observations 
and experience are typical I believe 
there are many ministers who are serv- 
ing churches beyond the time when 
they are wanted, and who might profit 
both in personal experience and en- 
riched service if they could be encour- 
aged to believe that their “most pro- 
ductive years” are not in the past. 
In attempting to help some of our 
friends as well as in reviewing our own 
situation that we were at 
times discouraged and tempted to an 
attitude of “defeatism.” It looks very 
much as though many church leaders 
are looking for either a scapegoat or a 
superman, or both. This may have 
been because some of the men we tried 
to help were forced out of churches 
by pressure groups or by conditions 
beyond their control. I shall make no 
further comment, but pass over cer- 
tain discoveries in the regions of semi- 
nary competition, conflicts between 
fundamentalism and liberalism, misun- 
derstanding of officials by the laity. I 
want to bring out of my experience 
certain suggestions as to what any 
man can do about it for himself. I 
believe that the spirit of “defeatism” 
grows out of the inability or unwilling- 
ness to learn how to “sell oneself.” A 
course on “how to get a job” would 
help some ministers even during this 
period of increased vacancies and war 


I confess 


boom. I found it a bit too much to 
expect that church committees were 
in the “upper rooms” praying! Rather 


they were out looking for likely men 
to fill their pulpit or were in bewilder- 
ment trying to pick out of dozens and 
scores of letters a _ possible leader. 
Most committees are made up of busi- 
ness men or women who have to go 
after what they want and carry this 


spirit over into their church work. I 
believe it was this spirit rather than 
my ability to write letters that brought 
replies from most men or committees 
contacted. Even if one has ability to 
write an interesting letter it is better 
to make personal contacts as often and 
as soon as possible. I do not know how 
much modern churchmen believe in the 
“call” of the minister to his work. 

After these general reflections permit 
me to share with you a few highlights 
out of this recent experience. For this 
was the first time in our career as a 
pastor that we found it hard to secure 
a hearing. First of all, I found that 
the attitude of honesty and frankness 
was better than evasion and silence. 
My friends thought I was a bit venture- 
some when I told my church leaders 
that I was going to move when the 
way opened, and that it was difficult for 
a man past fifty to secure a hearing. 
Whether it was the honesty, their relief 
in knowing that I was not going to stay 
on and on... or human interest in the 
plans and problems of our fellows, I do 
not know. But we finished our work 
and made the change in the spirit of 
fellowship and cooperation. 

To any man who believes his en- 
trance into the ministry was because 
of a “divine call,” and that he is serv- 
ing under divine guidance, the matter 
of a change of pastorates is not just 
up to his ability to “sell himself,” but 


part of the very meaning of life. It 
goes down to the hidden springs of 
personality and service. If there are 
other kinds of ministers I have no mes- 
sage and this will have no meaning 
for them. 


Of course I was forced to consider 
whether those earlier convictions did 
not grow out of a youthful enthusiasm 
or a narrow understanding of what was 
involved in the calling, or an overcon- 
fidence in one’s ability. Under the 
heart-searching experience of honest 
prayer and devotional living with this 
matter uppermost came the realization 
that we had been guided and had been 
used of God. This was in spite of a 
humbling realization that we had also 
failed in devotion and understanding 
in our public and private ministry. Any 
decision in life is important; how much 
more one which involves service to the 
deepest and eternal in the lives of indi- 
viduals and families. 


I had always found that a change 
of pastorates was a crisis. How much 
more is this true in middle life and dur- 
ing such times as these. For I do not 
believe that the attitude of churchmen 
towards men of experience is normal, 
but grows out of a misunderstanding 
of what constitutes leadership in spir- 
itual things. Whether my observations 
that fundamental and Bible-centered 
church committees were more consider- 
ate of age than the others is proof of 
this I do not know. 

This crisis brought our family into 
closer fellowship. It is my belief that 
divine guidance involves what might 
be called a combination of circum- 
stances, just as a combination safe re- 
quires the proper relations of the tum- 
blers. I mean by this that when inner 
convictions, family friendly 
advice, providential movements and ad- 


councils, 
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verse conditions and even opposition, 
combine towards an end, the way will 
open. This became such a conviction 
with me in this crisis that we even 
dared to refuse to consider several 
openings because the above combina- 
tion was not complete. With us it was 
a matter of maintaining certain stand- 
ards of income and even a larger min- 
istry ... if one is able to judge this. 


Son Recommends Father 


One of the most helpful and encour- 
aging parts of this experience was 
within the family. The son, who is 
a seminary and university student, 
learned that a certain church in one of 
the eastern cities had written me be- 
cause of the interest of a mutual friend. 
He wrote this committee a letter of 
recommendation. He suggested that 
his twenty-five years under my pastor- 
ate should have some bearing on my 
ability and position. In this he pre- 
dicted that because of continued educa- 
tion, changed attitude toward youth be- 
cause of studies in counselling and 
mental hygiene, and a wealth of ex- 
perience, I was able to offer a leader- 
ship beyond that of youthfulness. That 
church did not call us, for which we 
are thankful! However, a cordial letter 
from the committee and a word to a 
mutual friend that “when a church pre- 
fers youth to experience what can a 
committee do?” indicated that we were 
at least alive and able to make an im- 
pression on a “sensible committee”! 

We had the interesting experience to 
discover that every church who heard 
us wanted to give us a call. This I 
believe came out of the influence of 
the following factors on our personality 
and spirit: These are first of all, 
an adventure in prayer. Out of this 
came a heartsearching and a “renewed 
commission.” With us it became either 
an open door into a continuation of a 
ministry of the grace of God, or a de- 
nial of the spiritual forces which we at 
least had believed controlled life. A 
dangerous situation? Yes, but one I 
believe many a man in middle life faces 

. “the destruction that wasteth at 
noonday.” I have a training in busi- 
ness and could return to it, at least 
during these days of war work. The 
door was opened, and in a way that 
indicated that the Eternal is interested 
in the problems and plans of his chil- 
dren. 

I had a physical breakdown after the 
first World War. I have over the years, 
because of that experience, taken up 
daily systematic exercise and regular 
outdoor recreation. In our case this 
was gardening and fishing. This had 
kept me as fit as during the days of 
athletics. The fact is I believe that 
a Christian worker should be what 
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someone has called “God’s athlete.” A 
dynamic message must be backed with 
a live medium ... especially when your 
public addresses are of the extempor- 
aneous type. I notice that the blanks 
furnished by presbyteries and associa- 
tions for pastors to fill are increasing- 
ly adding the question: “What have you 
done in continuing education or gradu- 
ate work?” The fact that during the 
past ten years we had attended a num- 
ber of institutes, had taken courses in 
the line of our educational interests, 
and had taken time out to attend con- 
ferences in fields of interest to any man 
dealing with the lives and hopes of hu- 
man beings, was of great help. This 
was not only in our own morale, but 
also in assuring church committees that 
we had what they needed and wanted. 

Last, but not least, in this recital 
of experience is the fact that we found 
our opening while trying to help a 
brother who was in need. My family 
for several months teased me by charg- 
ing me with having more interest in 
the welfare of others than in my own 
problem. My reply was, “It is my job 
to serve others, God will take care of 


me.” This I believe to be the divine 
order. Even Saul “found a kingdom 
while looking for his father’s asses.” 

In closing permit me to recommend 
several books I believe will be helpful 
to any brother who is facing, or about 
to face, a crisis in his life and min- 
istry. One is Methods of Religious 
Living by Weiman. His chapter on 
this is worth the price of the book. An- 
other is the recent book by Dr. Wm. 
H. Leach, The Making of the Minister. 
I heartily recommend this to any man 
who would review his ministry and 
renew his commission. A recent book 
by Dr. Fritz Kunkel (and all his 
writings) written in collaboration with 
Roy E. Dickerson, How Character De- 
velops, has a message for any crisis. 
I have found his “We-Psychology” most 
helpful and Christian. This will search 
the heart and work of any honest man 
who dares to submit himself to its 
revelation of life’s subterfuges. It will 


also give the clew towards an enriched 
ministry and a more abundant life. It 
is my conviction that “middle years” 
may become the most productive years 
if we pay the price. 


ie non ap eA 
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The Ministry of Color 


by Elbert Mm. Conover 


Interior decoration is a vital subject with churches. While each 

church should be studied by some competent person before colors 

are decided, this article gives much helpful general information. 

Mr. Conover, the author, is the director of the Interdenomina- 
tional Bureau of Church Architecture. 


OD never intended that the sanc- 
+ tuary for his worship should be 

drab, ugly, or depressing, or he 
would never have created the glory of 
the sunset, the color of the sky, the 
land, and sea—even the desert is rich 
in color. Color —animate, pliable — 
can do marvelous things. It can make 
a room appear larger or smaller, cooler 
or warmer. It can lower ceilings or 
push them way up, make a wall seem 
to recede or advance. It can establish 
the mood of a room. Color can make 
a north room gay, flooded with sun- 
shine. It can make a big, bare room 
into a snug little haven. It can make 
a room restful, studious, shy, frivol- 
ous, glamorous, breath-taking. Color 
has qualities which are measurable and 
understandable. 

Now we know that color in hospitals 
end sanitariums are effective in the cure 
of the sick of body or mind. Color can 
calm or excite, or create a harmonious, 
restful atmosphere required for com- 
plete recovery. Studies have shown 
what colors and types of patterns are 
positively bad in their effects on pa- 
tients, what colors disturb or depress 
—what induce repose, improve a per- 
son’s outlook and happiness. The 
monotonous white used in hospitals is 
the ugly descendant of whitewash, used 
in hospitals when they were alms 
houses. 

The use of color is a science. We 
all may appreciate music, but it takes 
a musician to create the music. So 
in the use of color, trained and skilled 
professional service is necessary to 
give us the effectiveness we desire in 
any room, to be used for divine wor- 
ship, teaching, or fellowship in the 
house of God. Today there is such a 
wealth of color! Manufacturers have 
employed the resources of modern sci- 
ence to develop a limitless variety of 
hues. 

The wealth of tones imposes more 
responsibility upon the buyer. Every 
tone, to be beautiful, must have its 
fitting companions, just as every mu- 
sical note must have its fellow notes 
to form a harmony. Certain colors go 


in pairs, such as red and green, yel- 


low and violet, orange and blue. Equal 
areas of pairs of colors are disagree- 
able. There must be only a_ small 
quantity of a complimentary color 
against its opposite; as in music, there 
must be rhythm in the use of color. 
This means planning to use color in 
varying strengths. 


What should be the effect upon us 
as we view the interior of the house 
of God? Almost daily, we receive in- 
quiries from church committees and 
pastors, saying, “We are planning to 
redecorate our sanctuary and wish to 
have the work done immediately. What 
colors do you suggest that we use on 
walls and woodworks?” To this we 
answer, “Do not attempt any redec- 
orating for at least a year and during 
that time, select trained, professional 
talent to examine the building, pre- 
scribe the colors and quality of mate- 
rial to be used, and specify in detail 
the steps in preparing the surfaces 
and applying the materials to be used 
in redecoration. During this year of 
preparation for the improvement of the 
sanctuary or the rooms of the inter- 
preter, have the people study, discuss 
and plan. Just painting the smallest 
room may effectively influence the 
religious and emotional life of many 
persons. The people and committees 
will need to know many things about 
the complete decoration program needs, 
to be prescribed by an architect who 
has demonstrated his ability to de- 
sign and specify the details of in- 
terior decoration. 


The atmosphere created by painting, 
woodwork and floor coverings are most 
important parts of the architecture of 
a building. Decoration in a church is 
not just the task of an interior dec- 
orator. If an interior decorator is em- 
ployed, he should have studied church 
architectural design, must not only 
know but feel, the purposes and effects 
desired in any of the many rooms in 
the church building and he must work 
in close collaboration with the church 
architect; that is, an architect who is 


skilled in church architectural de- 
sign. An architect really interested in 
the church will, for a modest fee, 
visit a church to examine the condi- 
tion of the wall and ceiling surfaces, 
woodwork, floors, ete., exhibit color 
combinations and upon his return to 
his office, write the specifications for 
materials and recommendation, after 
which competitive bids from recom- 
mended craftsmen may be secured. The 
architect should approve the colors 
when first laid on and then approve 
the completed work. The money spent 
for an architect and for an interior 
decorator (in collaboration with an 
architect) will more than be saved in 
the cost of the work done as well as 
provide the many advantages of pro- 
fessional service. 


Interior decoration is an art; art to- 
day is not limited to the fine arts 
alone. It is an essential element in the 
life of every person. What seems to 
be the simplest problem of “painting 
up” may be a situation which, if bun- 
gied, will cause distress to many 
throughout a term of years and result 
in financial loss to the church. The 
people of the church must make sure 
that those who guide the work are 
thoroughly acquainted with all the 
problems involved. One reason why 
we cannot satisfactorily suggest colors 
at a distance from the building is the 
innumerable local factors that influ- 
ence the results—the natural light re- 
ceived in the room, the dark corners, 
shadows the size and proportion of the 
room and direction of reflections. Here 
is a quotation from a letter written 
by an architect who was urged to at 
least offer some suggestions by corre- 
spondence after seeing photographs of 
the building: 

“Regarding the walls and ceilings, 
the best policy is to attract as little 
attention to them as possible. I as- 
sume that the sloping part of the 
ceiling near the walls is necessary be- 
cause of the bracing of the roof 
trusses or because it is actually under 
the roof. A simple wood cornice might 
be desirable at the juncture of the 
walls with the sloping ceiling. If the 
dark line which appears immediately 
above the heads of the windows is a 
painted line, I suggest that it be 
eliminated. Stencil work is very sel- 
dom used in the decoration of churches 
today, and a simple cornice would be 
preferable. This cornice should not be 
carried across the front of the church. 


The present lines of the stenciling in- 
tersect the arch in a rather awkward 
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way and should be eliminated. It might 
be possible to devise some kind of ar- 
chitectural framework for the large 
arch which would tend to eliminate the 
rather squat appearance of this arch. 
The double doors at the rear should be 
finished to match the other woodwork. 
The wainscot also should be refinished 
to conform to the pews and the exist- 
ing woodwork.” 

Now while this is expert advice, it 
would be far better to pay the modest 
amount of perhaps twenty-five dollars 
to have the architect visit the building 
and offer his suggestions—and these 
suggestions would not suitably apply 
to any other church on the earth. Here 
we quote from a letter by another 
church architect to a theological semi- 
nary professor who wisely wished to 
point out some simple fundamentals 


te his students: 


“Each church is, of course, a sep- 
arate problem and depends upon the 
type of architecture involved. A 
Colonial church usually has a simple 
treatment with a light ceiling such as 
oyster shell white, perhaps a beige or 
light tan on the side walls, and a 
white or ivory trim, slightly lighter 
than the ceiling. 

“A Gothic church is capable of con- 
siderable color. To polychrome mould- 
ings, especially in the ceiling and poly- 
chrome the chancel walls is quite an 
asset. About the most satisfactory 
wall tone is a tan, and either a tex- 
tured plaster or textured paint is de- 
sirable. The woodwork should gen- 
erally be kept quite light, approaching 
natural, golden oak being avoided. 
The woodwork, especially if oak, will 
darken in time. 

“The subject of woodwork is very 
important, and the proper design of 
this material by an architect rather 
than by some seating company of a 
commercial nature, is essential. 

“The colors used in a Gothic church 
should usually be fairly potent. Most 
people are somewhat afraid of color. 
With Gothic, colors that are brilliant 
should be used, these can be overglazed 
to tone them down slightly if desired.” 

The distance of color within a build- 
ing from the eye of the beholder is a 
most important factor. One building 
committee insisted on a certain color 
tone for a ceiling against the advice 
of a competent church architect. The 
architect saw this color sample as it 
would appear on a ceiling 40 feet above 
the eye and in keeping with the ar- 
chitectural character of the entire 
room. The committee did not take the 
architect’s advice and, of course, after 
the building was finished everyone 
complained that the color of the ceil- 
ing was too light. Employ an archi- 
tect who is trained and experienced 
in the use of color and abide by his 
decisions. 

Other things which the people need 
to know in selecting competent advice 
are the value of glossy surfaces, colors 
that will look clean—while light colors 
may be advised for dark rooms, care 
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must be taken that they will not look 
muddy—the effect of reflection and of 
the lighting within the room, the nec- 
essity to combine and blend color tones 
to create an impression of beauty. The 
degree of light reflecting efficiency of 
different shades must be considered. 
Forest green, for example, reflects only 
eight to ten per cent while old ivory 
reflects seventy-two to seventy-six per 
cent of the light received. Church 
school rooms must possess charm and 
reflect cheer. The finished work—the 
result of the skillful use of color on 
different kinds of surfaces and mate- 
rials may indeed be likened to the work 
of a leader of a symphonic orchestra. 

The trend is toward honesty and 
simplicity. Stenciled, curly, meaning- 
less ornamentation is to be avoided 
like deadly poison, as are many of the 
garish wall treatments that may be 
all right for rathskeller or saloon— 
we wouldn’t know—but we do know 
that they have no place in the house 
of God nor in the rooms of the teach- 
ers. Avoid too strong colors. Be care- 


- ful of mottling, “antiquing,” stippling 


and other irreverent and garish effects, 
possible in the wealth of modern mate- 
rials and methods. Avoid painting 
inscriptions, compelling us to read the 
same sentence every time we see it. 
Rather use a color tone that is restful 
and that leads us to prayer or praise, 
or a symbol that will allow us to 
frame our own individual message ac- 
cording to mood and need. 

The owner must insist on excellent 
quality of paints, backed by companies 
with a reputation to maintain, and 
used by persons who are conscientious 
and skilled. Avoid an excess of thin- 
ners and driers used by unscrupulous 
craftsmen who do not consider proper 
weather and temperature. These weak- 
en the paint, cause uneven drying and 
result in early failure. Better pay 
the painter more per hour and let 
him work from nine o’clock to three. 
These and many other vital factors 
will be properly controlled if the right 
professional talent is employed to 
guide and control the work. 


While we cannot tell what colors 
to use on your, church walls—and we 
should not—let us point out certain 
important factors in addition to those 
noted above. Do not be afraid of 
color. Be afraid only of the misuse 
of color. Like dynamite, color must 
be used with care and skill. There 
are light blues and greens, there are 
grays for rooms that receive much sun- 
light and canary yellow and other yel- 
lows to cheer up the Sunday school 
rooms. There are excellent stains for 
new or old woodwork that may be used 
to darken and enrich wood surfaces. 


Wood has been terribly maltreated in 
churches. Beautiful wood has _ been 
covered with ugly paint. Here, in the 
treatment of wood have expert guid- 
ance. Know that sturdy, strong oak 
is not to be as finely polished as satin- 
wood or mahogany. Avoid glossy ceil- 
ings. There are suitable treatments 
for Gothic and Colonial or Romanesque 
type of sanctuaries, but we will have, 
increasingly, beautiful modern archi- 
tecture that may not be labelled in any 
of the traditional styles and there will 
be a more skillful and liberal use of 
color. 

All four walls need not be painted 
alike. The end walls of a long room 
may be brought nearer by painting 
them a darker, contrasting color. 
Badly proportioned rooms thus may be 
“cured.” Always have the craftsmen 
experiment on trial panels set up in 
the room. Old walls may be covered 
with a texture or plastic paint which 
will fill in cracks, cover minor defects, 
and present a pleasing surface that 
can be cleaned. Tinted calcimine is 
less expensive than oil paint but some 
brands cannot be washed and are less 
durable. Large painted areas should 
have more subdued colors than small 
areas. Old plaster or wood ceilings 
may be covered with one of the excel- 
lent insulation boards which will give 
a pleasing effect, insulate a room 
against heat and cold, and also absorb 
excess echo; but paint over insulation 
board will of course, decrease its sound 
absorbing qualities. 

A Wealth of Materials 

Not only is there a wealth of color 
but a great variety of materials that 
may be used to create the desired en- 
vironment within a room. Textiles are 
among the most important materials 
for decoration. Find out the things 
that may be done and the materials 
that may be used. Covering an old 
plaster wall with burlap may com- 
pletely change the effect of the room. 

Before undertaking a redecorating 
program in any room in the church 
building, consider whether other im- 
provements ought to be made first. 
Perhaps the concert hall type of pul- 
pit platform and choir loft should be 
rearranged into a church chancel, 
changing the meeting house into a 
Sanctuary. Perhaps leakage of heat 
or bad sound effects and poor lighting 
should be corrected. 

Floorings 

Sometimes it seems that if a room 
is covered with a beautiful carpet, no 
other decoration is needed. Drab, 
“lifeless” church carpets doubtless 
have been a severe handicap to reli- 
gious work. The many manufactured 

(Turn to page 19) 
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Preaching in Wartime 


“Perhaps you will understand why I 
do not wish to submit my problem to 
my friends in the ministry. They can- 
not put themselves quite in my place. 
They are older men, in most cases; in 
others they are not as ‘war-minded’ or 
‘patriotic’ as I am. I tried for a chap- 
laincy, but could not meet the require- 
ments. That makes it galling for me. 
Many men of my church are either in 
the armed forces or else engaged in 
vital industries. So, possibly goaded by 
those facts, I have rather let myself 
go all out for the war effort in my pul- 
pit pronouncements. This has led to 
some adverse comment. Some people 
have said they do not come to church 
to listen to sermons on war topics— 
they want to forget it. Others—fortu- 
nately only a few—are going to another 
church in town. That is all right. I 
can take it. But what has really set 
me thinking seriously is that some of 
my staunchest friends and supporters 
are likewise put out about it. They are 
too loyal to leave the church, but that 
is just the point. Their very loyalty 
to the things for which we stand, their 
unquestioned patriotism, make it hard 
for me to see where my duty lies. You 
may be able to answer these questions 
for others who, like myself, are in a 
quandary. Ought the minister of today 
to say what is on his heart, or should 
he keep silent about the iniquities of 
dictators, and never refer to the strug- 
gle raging around us? Our men are 
laying down their lives. Are we to 
How can we give 
help to people in sore distress and 
anxiety, or strengthen the faith of 
others that ‘God’s in his heaven’ if we 
never mention the war in our public 


ministrations?” 


ignore the fact? 


* * * 


OUR question is most timely. 
Se is more, it is being asked 
in many quarters. We have had 
similar letters, where the situation has 
been even more acute. Perhaps we may 
offer a little friendly counsel which will 
be of service to you and our brother 
As need not be said, after 
nearly nineteen years, that is what 
Church Management is for, the 
editor is always glad when men pre- 
sent their practical difficulties. 
While the matter you discuss is of 
vital importance to us all, we think 
that, in general, you have answered 


ministers. 


and 


A Clerical Confessional 


by J. W.G. Ward 
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Dr. Ward, who is the minister of the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Oak Park, Illinois, will be glad 
to have you submit to him questions for con- 
sideration in this department. Address him care 
of “Church Management.” 
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your own query. Whatever may be 
the views of a minority to be found in 
every company, in churches and out of 
them, most reasonable people would 
agree that the pulpit has a definite and 
distinct contribution to make to the 
present, and also in shaping the peace 
which must eventuate. A wave of anx- 
iety which will yet gather volume, is 
sweeping the country. People cannot 
part with their loved ones, no matter 
how righteous great the cause, 
without some nor follow the 
momentous happenings of these days 
without the need of comfort and re- 
assurance. Those are always needed, 
but never more than now. Dr. John 
Watson (Ian Maclaren of “Beside the 
bonnie brier bush”) used to say, look- 
ing back over a long and _ successful 
ministry, “If I had my time to go over 
again, I would comfort people more.” 
And without being at all pessimistic 
about the ultimate outcome of the 
present struggle, they certainly can do 
with all the help we can give them at 
this time. 

Where shall such help be found if not 
in the Christian church? Is it not our 
peculiar function to bring the divine 
grace to human hearts, and to set forth 
ii clear and unequivocal terms the un- 
changeable purpose of God? Then if 
that be so, it cannot be done in the 
present emergency without reference 


and 
pangs, 


to the conditions giving rise to that 


need. Therefore, the war must come 


into both our thinking and speaking. 


It is reprehensible for any of us to 
want to forget it. 
Moreover, the charges repeatedly 


hurled at the church, decade after dec- 
ade, have been that it is out of touch 
with life; that it is afraid to give men 
the leadership they want; that it is 
mealy-mouthed rather sit 
in stultified dignity the fence 
than take a definite stand for the com- 
mon good. We agree that such charges 
largely inaccurate and unwar- 
ranted. Yet surely, if ever we were 
required to declare God’s will for man- 
kind, his divine hatred of oppression, 
injustice, and bestial cruelty, his un- 
failing pity and _ succor for’ the 
wronged and helpless, it is now. And 
again, directly or indirectly, we must 


and would 


upon 


are 


discuss to some extent the issues that 
are facing the entire human race in 
these critical days. 

But—and it is “but” 
—while that requires courageous and 
outspoken men in the pulpit, as it does 
in the forum or polities, it certainly 


a tremendous 





does not mean unbridled castigation of 
the despicable and dishonorable lead- 
ers who admittedly are responsible for 
this world tragedy. Most have 
occasionally ourselves the 
sheer delight of an “all-out” pilloring 
of these men and their dastardly deeds. 
We have trounced and denounced with 


of us 
allowed 


equaled 
Or, assuming the proph- 
et’s mantle, perhaps we have ventured 
predictions bearing on the imminent 
collapse or otherwise of the Axis 
powers, or the intricate questions of a 
second-front. 


a_ satisfaction only by our 


vehemence. 


For all this, we were, unconfessedly 
and yet truly, indebted to the newspa- 
We as- 


sumed a prescience or a tone of author- 


pers and radio commentators. 


ity for which there was little basis in 
fact. 
ple were hurt, disappointed, or 
satisfied. They came to worship God; 
they were made to focus attention on 
man. They came to escape the clamor 
of the world; they found it echoing in 
the sanctuary. They came _ seeking 
that bread of life by which alone the 
soul may be sustained; they were of- 


And then we wondered why peo- 


dis- 
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fered “vacant chaff well-meant for 
grain.” 

That gives the average person ade- 
quate grounds for complaint. Yet that 
is far different from what we believe 
to be the function of the pulpit in these 
days. Whatever our private views 
prior to the present situation thing's 
have altered greatly. No man can, in 
cur opinion, remembering that the 
flower of our manhood has been called 
into service to be prepared to lay down 
its life to preserve the liberties we still 
enjoy just be quiescent. He must, 
courageously espousing our country’s 
cause, give the full weight of his in- 
fluence to further it. No man can 
think of the sacrifices made by the 
people committed to him, nor of their 
anxieties and griefs without putting 
forth every effort to bring God’s com- 
fort and encouragement to such needy 
souls. Let him speak freely of the 
materialism and unbelief of the world 
which relegated God to some distant 
realm. Let him emphasize the eternal 
principles of righteousness and ideals 
by which alone a just and lasting 
peace can be secured. Let him speak 
with the assurance and authority of 
God’s ancient prophets regarding the 
divine goal for mankind, making it 
clear that God’s aims can be hindered, 
but never frustrated. That is the 
preaching we need today, and against 
which no fairminded person can pro- 
test. But merely beating the drum, or 
waving the flag is futile. The demand 
for reprisals, name-calling and abuse, 
or fanning fires of hatred is worse. 
That kind of thing has no place in the 
Christian church. We can condemn 
the wrong without advocating revenge. 
We may even punish the evildoer with- 
out hating him. The surgeon can cut 
cut a cancer without any vindictive- 
ness toward the patient. Some such 
attitude must characterize us as fol- 
lowers of the Christ in all our discus- 
sion of the prevalent iniquities and 
appalling cruelty rampant today. 


We suggest, therefore, that without 
any descent from the high dignity of 
our office, without detailed discussion 
of passing events, and yet with a clear 
apprehension of human need, we must 
bring the timeless truths of Christ’s 
gospel to men’s hearts. In so doing, 
we shall best meet the immediate de- 
mands of the hour, and also be true 
to the spiritual mission committed to 
our hands. 








LENT and EASTER 
February and March issues 
will provide plenty of ideas. 
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Prostitution and Liquor Fight 
Our Armed Forces 


IQUOR and prostitution are two 

very dangerous enemies to army 

and navy morale. The federal gov- 
ernment under the direction of its na- 
tional health and welfare services has 
been seeking to defeat these two ene- 
mies. The policy so far as venereal 
disease is concerned is to stop commer- 
cial prostitution. It assumes that elimi- 
nation rather than regulation is the an- 
swer. As a result 350 areas, defense 
and army, have closed recognized 
houses of prostitution. The rate of in- 
fection among the armed forces is at 
the lowest point in history. 

The government has a different policy 
in regards to the liquor menace. Here 
it reverses its stand which has been so 
effective with prostitution and seeks to 
eliminate drunkeness by regulation. Ac- 
cording to Charles P. Taft of the de- 
partment of health and welfare, we 
would be unable to secure intelligent 
police cooperation should it seek to 
eliminate drunkeness by prohibition. 


This may not be the only reason why 
the attack on liquor has been so in- 


effective when compared to the efforts 
against venereal disease. But this, at 
least, points out an inconsistency in the 
method of control. 

One of the results is that drinking 
in some defense areas is a public scan- 
dal and a menace to production. Liquor 
is available to service men in communi- 
ties which are about most training 
camps. 

There are a number of factors in the 
whole picture which seem to have been 
neglected in the federal consideration. 
One is the political and commercial 
influence of distillers and brewers. A 
second is the freedom with which ad- 
vertisements of liquors are permitted 
in the public press. A third is the sys- 
tem of regulation which brings profits 
to the states as well as taxes to the 
federal government. 

The all-out offensive against prostitu- 
tion is getting results; the half-hearted 
attempts to curb drunkeness shows lit- 
tle results. Isn’t there a lesson here 
for our public officials? It may explain 
more than the public records do. 
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The Minister’s Income Tax 


S a citizen of the United States 

the clergyman is obligated to pay 

an income tax. With the lower 
exemption figure required for the tax 
of 1942, hundreds of ministers who have 
not previously paid such a tax will find 
it necessary to do so. The position 
of the minister is comparatively sim- 
ple. There is not the same confusion 
which exists in corporate bodies. But 
the editor has thought that it would be 
helpful to outline, concisely, some of 
the features of the tax as it will affect 
the men and women of the cloth. 


There are really two separate taxes 
to keep in mind. First is the tax on 
the income for 1942. The form on this 
must be filed on March 15, 1943, or 
before. The tax itself may be paid in 
four installments. One of these shall 
accompany the return when it is filed 
with the collector of internal revenue. 


The second tax is known as the 
Victory tax. It is to be paid on the 
income of 1943 and is additional to 
any income tax which may be levied 
for that year. Rates and methods of 
collection on both of these taxes will 
be considered later. 

What Is Income? 

Since these taxes are based on in- 
come it is necessary to understand 
what the minister’s income may be. 
In general such income will include: 

1. The cash salary he receives from 
his church. 

2. Any fees, gifts or donations which 
come in recognition of services ren- 
dered. Such, for instance, as funeral 
fees, wedding fees, gifts or fees from 
baptisms or christening, gifts presented 
in appreciation of ministry to the sick, 
distresses, etc. 

3. Returns from investments. 

4. Payments for lectures, consulta- 
tions, ete. 

5. Profits on any business transac- 
tions. 

Receipts from some sources are not 
to be considered as income. If you 
benefit through an inheritance that is 
not taxable income as it has already 
been subjected to the inheritance tax. 

If during 1942 you had an insurance 
endowment policy mature, the entire 
amount you receive would not be tax- 
able. You would be taxed on the profit 
on the investment. If the maturity 
value is $10,000, on which you actually 
paid in $9,000, $1,000 only would be 
taxable. It has been held that gifts 
received with entire absence of consid- 
eration are not taxable. 


Where the minister’s compensation 
is salary and house he pays only on 
the cash salary. Where he receives a 
cash salary and must rent his own 
house he must pay on the entire amount 
of cash salary and may not make a de- 
duction to adjust the house rent except 
as noted below. This may seem like an 
unfair deal for the man who gets his 
salary entirely in cash. But it is the 


law. 
Deductions 
The above represent the _ usual 


gross income of the minister. Before 
he estimates his taxable income he is 
permitted to make certain deductions. 

1. Charitable and philanthropic gifts 
up to fifteen per cent of the income are 
deductible. To secure the benefit of 
this reduction the gifts must be made 
to bona fide religious or charitable or- 
ganizations. The gifts to the local 
church and the denominations are de- 
ductible. Gifts to colleges, hospitals, 
community chests, war chests are de- 
ductible. Gifts to agencies which 
maintain lobbies to influence legislation 
are definitely excluded from this fea- 
ture. For instance, money contributed 
to the Anti-Saloon League or the 
Lord’s Day Alliance would not be de- 
ductible, nor would gifts to political 
parties be deductible. 

2. Certain professional expenses are 
deductible. If the expense of the au- 
tomobile used in parish work falls on 
the minister he is permitted to deduct 
a portion of such cost. He should de- 
cide what part of the time the car is 
used professionally and what portion 
for personal or family use. 

The cost of professional magazines 
such as Church Management may be 
deducted. If the minister provides his 
own office equipment the cost of sta- 
tionery, telephone, typewriter upkeep, 
etc., are deductible. 

If his office or study is in the house 
for which he pays rent he is entitled 
to a deduction for a_ proportionate 
amount of the rent paid. For instance, 
if he pays $600 per year for a six-room 
house and one room is used for pro- 
fessional purposes, only one-sixth of the 
rent or $100 may be deducted from the 
income. 

Exemptions 

The clergyman is also entitled to the 
exemptions given every other citizen. 
If he is unmarried the income tax will 
not apply to the first $500 of his in- 
come. If he is married but has no 
children he has a personal exemption 
on the first $1,200 of income. If he has 


children or others who are dependent 
upon him he is allowed a further per- 
sonal exemption of $350 per person. 


The exemption on children applies 
only to those who are under eighteen 
years of age unless by reason of phy- 
sical incapacity any older ones may be 
unable to care for themselves. To se- 
cure the exemption the dependent must 
be of blood relationship and reside in 
the common household. However, in 
case of residence in another point, as 
in the case of an aged dependent, the 
exemption will apply. Adopted chil- 
dren under eighteen years of age are 
also considered dependents. Legal 
adoption is necessary, however, to se- 
cure this benefit except in the case of 
close kin. Children older than eighteen 
who are in college are not, in the mean- 
ing of the law, dependents. 


Thus a man and wife, with one child 
under eighteen, would be entitled to 
an exemption of $1,550; if he has two 
children his exemption would be $1,900. 
If the married man has one child and 
his aged mother living with him, the 
mother having no means of support, he 
would enjoy the same exemption privi- 
lege as the man with wife and two 
children. 

Rate of Taxation 

It starts with the first dollar over 
the exempted income. Two taxes are 
applied. The first is known as the 
normal income tax. In reaching the 
normal tax income taxpayers are en- 
titled to a further reduction known as 
the earned income deduction. It varies, 
but on incomes up to $3000) it is ten 
per cent of the earned income. Under 
the present law the tax is six per cent 
of your taxable income. It does not 
change with increased income. If you 
are married and have no children you 
would be entitled to an exemption of 
$1,200. If the net income, after deduc- 
tions have been made, is $2,200, the tax 
must be paid on $1,000. The normal 
tax on this amount is sixty dollars. 

The taxpayer must also pay a surtax. 
In estimating this he is not given the 
privilege of the earned credit deduc- 
tion so the taxable net income for the 
surtax is usually several hundreds of 
dollars higher than the taxable net 
normal tax income. The rate is also 
higher and is variable. In the case, let 
us assume, that the taxpayer took $250 
deduction as 10 per cent of his earned 
income. In paying the surtax this 
could not be so taken. He will have 
to pay surtax not on $1000 but on 
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Income Tax of the Rev. John Doe 


Income 


Received from church as salary __ 
Receipts from gifts and fees_____ 
Interest on savings account_____-_ 


Total income 


$2,500.00 
350.00 
12.00 


$2,862.00 


Deductions 

Church and charitable contributions___________ $ 250.00 

One-half automobile expense__________________ 150.00 
I mieten eee ba ween $ 400.00 400.00 
Income after deductions or net income___-_ $2,462.00 

Exemptions 

Married. This gives exemption of____________ $1,200.00 

Two children under eighteen at $350.00 each____ 700.00 


Total exemptions 


Net taxable surtax income___________ $ 


__.$1,900.00 1,900.00 


562.00 


The surtax is 13% of this net income (10° of 


| a es pat 


$ 73.06 


The net income on which the normal tax is levied is a 


lower one. 


income. The deduction on an 


The law permits a deduction for earned 
income of less than 


$3000 is ten per cent of the net earned income. In 
this instance it would be ten per cent of $2462 or 


$246.20. This subtracted from 


the 


net surtax net 


income of $562 would make the amount on which 
the normal six per cent tax must be paid $315.80. 


Six per cent of $315.80 


EE 


-$ 92.01 





$1250. On this amount the  surtax 
would be thirteen per cent or $162.50. 
His total income tax will be the sum 
of sixty dollars (normal income tax) 
and $162.50 (surtax) or $222.50. 

However, the rate of the surtax in- 
creases with income. 
cent applies on the net taxable in- 
come up to $2,000; the rate between 
$2,000 and $4,000 is sixteen per cent; 
at $4,000 it for the 
$2,000 to twenty per cent. If by chance 
one has a taxable income of more than 
$200,000 this surtax $139,140 
plus eighty-two per cent of any income 
over the $200,000. 


increases next 


will be 


The Form to Use 

If your total income is less than 
$3,000 you may elect to use, in filing 
your return, either the regular form or 


1040-A. In the regular form, 1040, 
you list your deductions and exemp- 
tions. If you elect the special form, 


1040-A, the matter is very much sim- 
plified. You lise your income and de- 
pendents and use a chart which is of- 
fered to compute the tax. The govern- 
ment in preparing this form provides 


The thirteen per 


for six per cent deductions from one’s 
gross income. If your deductions are 
greater you probably should use the 
form. One practical method 


is to fill out both forms and then use 


regular 


the one which gives one the greatest 
advantage. 

Whichever form is used it should 
be filed, together with one-fourth of 
the total tax payable, before March 15, 
1943. It is no longer required that the 
return be notarized. Severe penalties 
are provided if one intentionally gives 
false information. Under certain con- 
ditions extended time may be given for 
payment. If it is necessary to ask for 
this the request should be made of the 


collector of internal revenue. 


The Victory Tax 

As we stated in the first part of this 
article the Victory Tax applies to 1943 
income. It is a tax, additional to any 
income tax which may be enacted 
against one’s 1943 income. It provides 
for an exempted income. This is iden- 
tical in all instances, regardless of 
marital status. The exempted income 
is $624; if husband and wife make a 


joint return it is $1,248, unless the 
wife’s income is less than $624. In that 
instance the exemption income is $624 
plus the wife’s income. 

The rate of the Victory Tax is five per 
cent of the taxable income. Deductions 
are permitted to find the net taxable 
income as in the case of the income 
tax. If one is employed and receives 
a salary the law requires that the em- 
ployer take out five per cent of the net 
taxable salary each pay day. This is 
called “collection at the source.” If 
the individual is self-employed the re- 
port on the Victory Tax will be made 
with payment at the time the income 
tax is filed, March 15, 1944. 

Since the minister’s income is mostly 
in the salary paid by the church but 
partly from fees and gifts, we have 
asked the treasury department for a 
ruling on the payment of this tax. 
Shall it be withheld at source by the 
church treasurer or shall it be reported 
and paid as the law provides for pro- 
fessional men who are self-employed? 
As yet we do not have the ruling. Per- 
haps it will be available for the next 
issue. 

The Victory Tax is to be in force 
only for the duration and the law pro- 
vides that a portion of the amount paid 
will be returned to the person who pays 
it following the war. If you report 
your own you may take certain credits 
against it. Included in these credits 
are life insurance premiums which may 
be paid during the year, any war bonds 
which may be purchased or the reduc- 
tion of indebtedness during the 
calendar year. 

If your Victory Tax is withheld at 
the source you will be given receipts. 
These will be used in securing credit on 
your income tax report which will be 
filed on March 15, 1944. 


any 


THE MESSAGE OF EVANGELISM 
An incident is recorded of the poet 
Tennyson. Once, when visiting some 
humble friends in rural England, he 
said to a dear old lady, “Well, mother, 
what is the news?” 
“Why, Mr. 
“haven’t you heard? 
bit of news that I 
died for our sins.” 


Tennyson,” said she, 
There is but one 
know—that Christ 
“That is old news,” said Mr. Tenny- 
son, “and zew news, and good news.” 
That is the message of evangelism. 
It forever proclaims what God has done 
for the world. Surely that message 
shall never die out in the churches. 
Alfred H. C. Morse in A Handful of 
Nuggets; Fleming H. Revell Company. 
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The Ministry of Color 

(From page 14) 
floorings available today make it pos- 
sible to create through their use rooms 
that are quiet, peaceably colorful and 
effective for their uses. There is an 
increasing use of carpet since the ad- 
vent of modern cleaning equipment. It 
adds color and warmth and quietness 
to a room and improves the acoustics. 
Old wooden floors may be sanded down 
and stained. Natural wood colors 
may be painted. The aisles of the 
sanctuary should be covered with car- 
pet, composition tile, cork tile or in 
massive buildings, flagstone or tile is 
permissible but never black rubber 
runners! 


Special Decoration 

Any ornamentation used in a church 
should be in the form of symbolism, 
such as the use of the grapevine motif 
and things of ecclesiastical significance. 
There is so much of this material 
available that it is unnecessary to have 


anything without significance, either 
in color or decoration in a church. 
Flowers and fruits have been con- 


spicuous in Christian symbolism as 
well as a great wealth of other forms, 
including the numbers, 1, 2, 3, 5, ete. 


Symbolism in Color 

The appreciation of the religious 
use of color will include a recognition 
of symbolic values in colors. Red sym- 
bolizes strength, love, martyrdom and 
constancy; 
green 


fire; yellow—wisdom and 
blue—faith, loyalty, adoration; 

hope and immortality; purple—roy- 
alty; white—light and innocence. 
Black represents sorrow, death, but 
this is hardly proper from the stand- 
point of Christian faith (and away 
with funeral black choir robes.) Gold 
is symbolic of heavenly glory. (See 
Stafford’s Christian Symbolism in the 
Evangelical Churches — Abingdon- 
Cokesbury, 1942.) 
Glass 

The window treatment of any room 
is of utmost importance. In this pa- 
attempt no. discussion of 
stained glass. That requires a book 
or two—or more. In this great field, 
too, the guidance of a church architect 
and of skilled workers in the noble art 
of glass is needed. 


per we 





THE NEW YEAR 

A Flower unblown: a Book unread: 
A tree with fruit unharvested: 
A Path untrod: a House whose rooms 
Lack yet the heart’s divine perfumes: 
This is the year that for you waits 
Beyond tomorrow’s mystic gates. 

Horatio Nelson Powers. 


Pray for Our Soldiers and Sailors 
ly. William Robert Catton” 


SUGGEST that Christian churches 

of America should include a prayer 

for the men in service in every 
morning worship. These men face un- 
usual tests: tests of their courage; 
tests of their moral and spiritual faith. 
We should undergird them, in a very 
special way, with the spiritual power 
of prayer. 

Of course, in his pastoral prayer the 
minister bears the needs of all mem- 
bers of his congregation on, his heart 
and includes them in his prayer. He 
may feel it unnecessary to single out a 
special class for special recognition in 
this way. A few may even feel they 
are somehow “putting the church in 
the war business” by employing special 
prayers for the men in service. 

To the first suggestion I would ob- 
serve that young men in_ military 
service face a unique situation that 
justifies unique attention. Many of 
them are away from home for the 
first time. They are “under orders,” 
reversing many of the usual habits and 
processes of thought. They are re- 
moved from normal society and are 
now living in an abnormal sort of 
“man’s world,” a world in which their 
thoughts also are constantly turned 
toward force, toward brutality, towar | 
destruction, toward wounds and death. 
I say this not in condemnation of army 
life. The army no different. 
That is what armies are for. If we 
don’t like it we must learn how to or- 
ganize the world for peace rather than 
find fault with the only ways that 
wars can be conducted, we having 
failed to avoid them. And above all, 
we must remember that always in the 
background of the mind of every sol- 
dier is the thought that his present oc- 
cupation may ultimately lead him to 
wounds and death. Yes, he is in a 
unique situation and his situation de- 
serves unique recognition. 

Let us not pray for victory until we 
have first prayed to be shown and in- 
spired to do the will of God. If our 
winning the war will lead to wrong re- 
sults we blaspheme when we pray for 
victory. If winning the war will lead 
to good results, or if it creates a world 
situation in which we have a better 
chance to work for good results, then 
cannot we pray for these good results 
with a clear conscience? Always I 
think the emphasis in the prayer should 


can be 


*Minister, First 
Johns, Michigan. 


Congregational Church, St. 


be, not that God will condescend to 
play on our side but that we may come 
tc be on God’s side, whatever that is. 

Let us not pray “against our 
enemies,” asking God to share and 
bless our hatreds and bitterness. If 
we are Christians we must believe that 
all people everywhere are the children 
of God, and this includes the people 
of Germany and Japan. Insofar as 
the war is merely a quarrel between 
one set of God’s children and another 
set we cannot ask God to take sides 
in the wrangle. But if some of God’s 
children long to be obedient to him and 
to do his will and find themselves ob- 
liged to resist the aggressions of some 
of God’s children who are disobedier~ 
and seek their own selfish will can w+ 
not offer our prayers in bekaif of the 
obedient children; all the time, of 
course, praying that we all be made 
more perfectly obedient to the will of 
God? 

Should we pray that our boys be 
shielded from danger and from death? 
Nothing could be more natural than 
such a prayer. I feel it should be 
made in the spirit of Christ in Geth- 
“If it be possible 
theless, not my will but thine be done.” 
We must remember that in this war 


semane: - never- 


a great many people are going to get 
hurt and some very badly. It would 
be unworthy of us to ask God to use 
his divine intervention to see that those 
hurts go to some other boys and not 
Still, I think God will be 
very patient with the 
human wish that our boys may be 
-rought safely home to us. As we re- 
member the inevitable cost of war may 
it make us very penitent for the sins 
of selfishness and folly that have let 
this war come upon the world even 
when we had a chance to build a bet- 
ter way. 


to ours. 


very natural 


In praying for the men in service, 
remember also that in every congrega- 
tion there are some people, in many 
congregations a great many people, 
who have men of their own in the 
The thoughts of these peo- 
ple, waking or sleeping, in church or 
anywhere else, are never very far from 
their men. If we do not gather up 
those thoughts, those private and per- 
sonal petitions in behalf of their men, 
and take them as a church to the mercy 
seat of God we are failing in our 
ministry. These people will not ac- 


services. 


(Turn to next page) 
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Picture Stories From the Bible 


HE above window display of “Pic- 

ture Stories from the Bible,” as it 

appeared in the window of the 
Morehouse-Gorham Company at 14 East 
41st Street, New York City, helped this 
firm to sell 4,000 copies of the first 
issue and attracted advance inquiries 
for the second issue to the extent of 
several hundred. In the display were 
the original colored drawings made by 
Don Cameron for the stories. 

“Business men would come in from 
the neighborhood as they passed back 
and forth from their offices and buy a 
copy to take home to their children,” 
reported Howard Barlow, secretary of 
the Morehouse-Gorham Company. “In 
numerous instances, they would be back 
again in a day or, so, wanting to know 
when the second issue would be out. 

“One minister came in and bought a 
copy for his young son, whom (he said 
with some chagrin) he never could get 
to read the Bible. A short time after- 
ward, he came back, reported the boy 
couldn’t get enough of ‘Picture Stories,’ 
and bought a number of copies to dis- 
tribute among other children he knew.” 

The new “Picture Stories from the 
Bible,’”’ Number Two, is is now on sale. 
The book contains the stories of Joshua, 
Samson, David, Solomon and Daniel, all 
told in colored picture form. Beginning 
with this issue, “Picture Stories from 
the Bible” will appear quarterly, it has 
been announced by M. C. Gaines, pub- 
lisher. 

The 
Stories 


“Picture 
illustrated a 


immediate success of 
from the Bible” 


trend toward increased Bible reading 
since the war by the American Bible 
Society, whose editorial secretary, Dr. 
Francis C. Stifler, is also a member of 
the advisory committee of ‘“‘Picture 
Stories from the Bible.” Dr. Stifier re- 
cently stated that by November 1 of 
this year the American Bible Society 
had already published more copies of 
scripture than in the entire year 1941, 
and in addition has just placed its sec- 
ond order for two million Testaments 
for our fighting men. 

The third issue of “Picture 
from the Bible” is now in preparation 
and will be ready some time in March. 
It will include in the contents “The 
Story of Adam and Eve,” “The Story 
of Abraham and Isaac,” “The Story of 
Jacob and Esau,” “The Story of De- 
borah” and “The Story of Gideon.” 


Stories 





Pray for Our Soldiers and 
Sailors 


(From page 19) 

cuse us of wrongfully singling out a 
special class for our prayers. For they 
are constantly giving this class their 
very special thought. They will not 
be wroth with us for getting into the 
war business. They are in it, day and 
night, and they want their church to 
help them be brave. 

In my church, as in many others, we 
place a special prayer for the men in 
service near the close of every morn- 
ing worship. I include three exam- 


ples, one of which I wrote and the 
other of which will be recognized as 
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already published. I think these illus- 
trate my suggestions. Since we have 
been using them not one person has 
come to me with any objection. A 
great many, especially those with boys 
in uniform, have told me they go away 
from church a little braver and feel- 
ing at least in spirit drawn a little 
closer to their boys. “For thus the 
whole round world is every way drawn 
by gold chains about the throne of 
God.” 


SOME PRAYERS USED 

O Thou eternal Father of our spirits, 
bless, we pray Thee this day, the men 
of our homes and this church who are 
enlisted in the service of their country 
and are gathered in the far places of 
the world. Be with them in the times 
of loneliness and sustain them. In per- 
ils of land or sea be Thou their source 
of courage and of strength. Make us 
who wait at home as zealous as are 
they in the service of the common good. 
And may the labors and the sacrifices 
of us all be used of Thee that Thy king- 
dom may come and Thy will be done. 
as in heaven, so throughout all the 
world. Amen. 


Our Father, bless our dear ones who 
are absent from us this day. Especial- 
ly do we pray for those in the armed 
forces, on land and sea, and in the air; 
for those in work camps and prisons in 
testimony against all war; for the mul- 
titudes of military prisoners; for men. 
women and children in evacuation and 
concentration camps throughout the 
world. Protect all these from harm. 
Deliver them in temptation. Grant to 
them inmost peace, unwavering cour- 
age and a buoyant hope. Bring them 
safely home in due time. And grant to 
Thy world such victories of righteous- 
ness as will ensure a lasting peace, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 


* * * 


Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty 
God, that the things which we have 
heard this day with our outward ears 
may, through Thy grace, be so grafted 
inwardly in our hearts that they may 
bring forth in us the fruit of good liv- 
ing, to the honor and praise of Thy 
name: through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

God of our Fathers, known of old, 
we remember before Thee all those 
who serve our nation in any capacity 
and especially the soldiers and sailors 
and their leaders on every front. Arm 
them with courage. Sustain them in 
conflict. Be with them in the event of 
death, and grant that our victory may 
be from Thee. Amen. 
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Churches Serve in Wartime 


“A Soldier Is One of Our Boys Away From Home” 


City Churches Organize Wives of 
Soldiers 

In cities where service men and of- 
ficers are taking special training at 
universities and _ technical schools, 
churches are finding real opportunities 
for service by opening their groups 
to the wives of soldiers and sailors. 
In Boston one church organized a 
weekly tea for these young ladies, by 
appointing one committee from the 
ladies’ organization to set it up. The 
group of service wives changes rap- 
idly as the men are transferred to 
other cities and posts, but there is al- 
ways a most appreciative group out 
to enjoy the fellowship. 

First Community Church in Colum- 
bus, Ohio, is organizing a club of wives 
of service men who are far away, a 


sort of “war-widows” group. They 
meet weekly to compare notes and 
share information. They also plan 


service activities for the soldiers sta- 
tioned in the city. Girls who are en- 
gaged to service men will be invited 
to join. 
* * * 
Serving Fort Knox 

The churches of Elizabethtown, Ken- 
tucky, near neighbor to Fort Knox, re- 
port many activities for men in uni- 
form, both individually and in common. 
Relationships with the Y.M.C.A.- 
U.S. 0. are many and cordial. The 
Presbyterian Church, Rev. J. Leighton 
Scott, pastor, for example, opens so- 
cial rooms as a soldiers’ center for en- 
listed men each Saturday until 10 p. m. 
and each Sunday afternoon and eve- 


ning. When buses are available a 
tour is conducted on Sunday after- 
noon. There follows supper at the 


church and an evening church service 
in which the men in uniform are given 
a part. 

On Thursday evenings the social 
rooms are open to officers and their 
wives. A supper is served and an 
informal social program follows. The 
supper cost is largely borne by par- 
ticipants. Common efforts include the 
opening of a kindergarten to serve 
the children of officers’ families and 
civilians brought to the town by the 
presence of the camp. It is the hope 
of the ministers’ association that in 
the course of time the kindergarten 
will be incorporated in the _ public 
school program. 

All Churches Serve Center 

Although it is held in the Congrega- 


tional Church, the service center in 
Antwerp, New York, is provided with 
food and volunteer helpers from the 
Roman Catholic, Methodist, and Epis- 
copal churches of the village. Almost 
surrounded by the Pine Camp aartil- 
lery range, this town has seen three- 
quarters of its income-producing farm 
land taken over by the army. At the 
same time it has unparalleled oppor- 
tunities for service to the hundreds of 
men who throng its streets on evenings 
when their units are out on the range 
nearby. 

Myron Wilder, minister of the Con- 
gregational Church, describes the pro- 
gram as including opportunities for 
washing and bathing, serving coffee 
and sandwiches or fried cakes, dancing 
to the radio or phonograph, singing 
around the piano, reading books and 
magazines which are provided, but 
“most of all they write letters home.” 
He has set up a small informal altar 
on one side of the room. It has an 
open Bible, candles, and a cross on it 
“to remind the men that they are in 
a church.” A top sergeant in the last 
war, he spends a great many evenings 
talking to the men in the center. 

Through volunteer labor and a little 
money the basement of the church is 
being prepared to receive the overflow 
from the crowded little session room 


which now houses the program. An 


extra shower is planned, the high 
school shop will turn out some furni- 
ture, and townspeople will donate oth- 
er necessary items. 
i ee 
Small Units Use Local Pastors 

Although they are too small to have 
a chaplain assigned to them, numerous 
small groups of soldiers and sailors are 
scattered throughout the nation for 
various purposes. Ministers’ associa- 
tions and councils of churches have 
been alert to the necessity of provid- 
ing religious services for the men in 
these units. 

One evening a battalion suddenly 
appeared on the edge of a town which 
must remain anonymous. The next 
morning the president of the Minis- 
ters’ Association was conferring with 
the commanding officer, arranging for 
religious services, entertainment, and 
a variety of other helps to the men in 
the unit. 

At Sandwich, Massachusetts, Rev. 
Alexander Chandler of the Federated 


Churches takes his sound projector 
into the Coast Guard base one evening 
each week to show movies provided by 
the U.S.O. He also conducts worship 
there each Sunday, early in the morn- 
ing. Nearby Rev. Carl Schultz of 
Hyannis, Massachusetts, conducts 
weekly services as an official civilian 
chaplain at the army air field. 

Of the fifteen groups of service men 
in the Chicago area, only five have 
chaplains. Frank Torrell, executive 
secretary of the Service Men’s Pro- 
gram of the Chicago Federation of 
Churches, arranges worship and social 
activities at these ten other centers. 
At some he arranges for neighboring 
ministers to come in and conduct serv- 
ices, while in other places he utilizes 
nearby churches and chapels. 

* * o 
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP FOR THE 
DURATION 

Here is an idea which will appeal to 
churches in industrial centers. The 
Wesley Methodist Church, Minneapo- 
lis, Minnesota, is offering a “church 
membership for the duration.” It of- 
fers four advantages. 

1. It gives every advantage of a 
full member in fellowship, getting ac- 
quainted, in pastoral care in case of 
sickness and death, in participation in 
tae services, in the woman’s societies, 
the youth work, the church school, and 
the use of the gymnasium, everything 
except voting at the annual meeting. 

2. It does not sever the connection 
with the home church and support of 
the church. If desired, it might be 
made proportional. 

3. It gives the new arrival a quick 
and happy church relationship without 
losing months and months of church 
fellowship. 

4. It provides an acquaintanceship 
with the best people in the city right 
away. There is no need to be lonesome 
and feel lost in a strange city. Wesley 
Church will welcome you into its midst. 

The method of joining on this new 
plan is simple. 

“Just come to one of the services at 
Wesley Church. Hand in your name 
and address with any information you 
care to give concerning your church 
connection. You can give this infor- 
mation to the usher or put it on a card 
in the offering plate. 

“Or call GE. 4304 and give your 
name and address. Then a pastor will 
call on you.” 
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“There is an answer to man’s yearning cry for 
peace and that is in the Gospel of Christ, which 
is a POWER OF GOD unto salvation to every 
one that believeth.” 


“If you and I take the same attitude, we can get 
a maximum sentence and give these young gang- 
sters something to think about.” 


“Dear Heavenly Father — in this troubled hour we 
need strength. ... Humbly we ask You to spare 
the life of our loved one, if it be Your will . 
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“All right, Doctor, you asked for it. ... The 
Christian religion teaches . . . the Bible is the Word 
of God ... Jesus proved Himself the Redeemer 
of the world...” 


A forceful religious film produced and 
presented by the Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod). It deals with the 
problems of modern life and shows how 
these can be soived by the Word of God 
spoken at the right time in the right way 
by plain Christians.—Personal Evan- 
gelism. 


For further announcement 
see next page 


“We are reading 1 Corinthians, the 13th chapter: 
. . ‘And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these 
three, but the greatest of these is charity.’ ”’ 






“Lord Jesus, I come to Thee 
with Tom York on my heart... . 
Give me the courage and the + 
understanding to speak Thy 
Word to him.” a 








el al 


























chanel a 





CHURCH MANAGEMENT for January, 1943 








®@ Read Johnny’s Letter 
@ Write for Information 


@ Show “The Power of God” 
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America’s Beloved Country Preacher 


An Interview With George B. Gilbert of Connecticut 


OW would you like to wake up 
some sunny morning and learn 
you’d just been voted the nation’s 

number one rural pastor? That’s what 
happened to George B. Gilbert who for 
over forty years now has tended to his 
Episcopal flock over in Middletown, 
Conn. 

“Weren’t you kind of surprised?” I 
asked him the other day when he came 
to Johnson, Vermont, to preach for our 
people. “Yes,” admitted the inimitable 
story-telling parson, “I reckon I was.” 
He hastened to assure me, however, the 
vote of Christian Herald readers to the 
contrary notwithstanding, he was still 
wearing the same sized hat and hadn’t 
fallen into the error, as many of us 
would be prone to do under similar cir- 
cumstances, of thinking more highly of 
himself than he ought to think. No, 
George Gilbert has too keen a sense of 


by A. Ritchie Low 


humor to take himself too seriously. 

The readers of the well known maga- 
zine, he said, had taken some sort of a 
poll, the lightning had happened to 
come his way and that was all there 
was to it. 

I had many questions to ask him 
when we sat down for a visit. I wanted 
to know, for instance, where he was 
and what he was doing when the news 
came. Seems he was out in the barn 
somewhere helping with the chores. Ex- 
cited? Yes, sort of; that is to say as 
excited as the average Vermonter is 
capable of becoming (Gilbert is orig- 
inally from Randolph, sixty-five miles 
from my town). 

A fellow, he went on to explain, who 
had been reading his column in the 
Rural New Yorker wrote to Christian 
Herald and said there was but one 
choice. Gilbert was their man! Many 


others must have come to the same con- 
clusion because, despite the thousand 
odd names submitted, names represent- 
ing many states and provinces and even 
far away England, when the votes were 
counted the country preacher from 
Middletown won hands down. 

How did the parishioners feel when 
they heard the news? They didn’t hear 
about it from Gilbert, I learned. Being 
a Vermonter he knows how to keep his 
mouth shut and although he had known 
for days nary a word did he tell them. 
First they knew about it was when the 
news came over the radio. The selec- 
tion of their old pastor who had spent 
his lifetime with them pleased them no 
end. They were happy about it. He 
deserved the honor, they said. 

It was shortly after this that he 
wrote the story of his life for Christian 
Herald, Later it came out in book form, 
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“Forty Years A Country Preacher.” To 
date over 15,000 copies have been sold 
and only the Lord knows, Gilbert adds, 
how many times these have been loaned 
and borrowed! The book contains 
108,000 words. 


Much of it, I learned, was written in 
bed. Seems that was one of the few 
places where he could get the necessary 
privacy to get down to the job of put- 
ting his story on paper. With news 
stories about his selection making the 
front page, with Life and other na- 
tionally circulated magazines writing 
him up many visitors soon made an ap- 
pearance and each one wanted to see 
the country preacher, to shake hands 
with him, be photographed with him. 
“Lookers” is what Gilbert calls this un- 
invited company. Soon this sort of 
thing began to pall and a slight injury 
to his foot gave him the excuse to take 
to bed. 

“Yes, Mr. Gilbert is in,” his good 
wife would tell the curiosity seekers 
“but he’s in bed.” That was that. They 
made their way down the walk leading 
to the main road. Some said they’d 
come back but not many did, to the re- 
lief of the country preacher. In five 
months the book was completed. Don’t 
misunderstand me, he didn’t stay in bed 
five months but just long enough to get 
rid of those pesky “lookers.” 

Shortly after its publication letters 
began to come in, all kinds of letters 
from north, south, east and west. All 
were favorable except one from a fel- 
low who had a complaint to make. He’d 
bought heavier books, he said, for less 
money! One negative letter from a 
batch of about six hundred is what you 
might call a mighty good average, cer- 
tainly other authors would think so. 

One woman not only wrote a letter 
but also enclosed a check for $50 to do 
with what he liked. Gilbert asked her 
in a note he sent thanking her for the 
gift whether she’d mind his using it to 
buy a loud speaker to use at his parish 
country dances. After the letter was 
mailed he wondered if he hadn’t been 
rash; after all many church goers still 
frown on dances but the second letter 
from her reassured him. It was quite 
all right to go ahead and make the pur- 
chase, she said, only since he was go- 
ing to buy a loud speaker he’d need 
some records to go with it and would 
he please use the enclosed ten-dollar 
check for this purpose? He certainly 
would—and did! 

His coming into the national lime- 
light has brought him many invitations 
to speak hither and yon. Last year, for 
instance, Gilbert preached over 100 ser- 
mons and delivered more than 110 ad- 
dresses. These travels took him into 
eleven states and he could have gone 
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into many additional had he taken them 
all on. 

The Connecticut Episcopalian is now 
retired although he still retains one of 
the little country churches formerly 
connected with his old parish. He 
couldn’t stand it, he told me, to have 
no altar of his own, to have no flock 
to shepherd, no group he could call his 
own. And so, while it doesn’t keep him 
busy it gives him something to do and 
a sense of still carrying on the work he 
has been doing these forty years. 
Special Training for Rural Preachers 

Do rural clergy need special train- 
ing? Is it necessary that they know 
something about hens and pigs and 
cows? No, says Gilbert, it isn’t. Now- 
adays there are all kinds of agencies 
to take care of the agricultural needs 
of farmers, the grange, farm bureau, 
ete. It’s a help, he’ll agree, to know 
about such things and in a country 
church the city-bred minister is at a 
disadvantage as compared with the 
pastor who has been brought up in the 
country but just the same whether one 
has a city of rural church the main 
thing needful is a love of the people. 

The wise country minister should be 
a sort of social engineer and know what 
kinds of help are available to his peo- 
ple and advise them to make full use of 
all of them. That is what he has done 
in recent years. Having been a small 
town preacher for eighteen years, all 
of them in Vermont, I agree with Gil- 
bert. 

What’s the future of the country 
church? He said he wished he knew! 
The meeting-houses out in the open 
country belong to the horse and buggy 
days and there is no use trying to re- 
vive them, their day of usefulness is 
over in many places. With the property 
that’s left he would turn these churches 
into sort of community centers where 
Sunday schools could be held for the 
children and have them used for recre- 
ational halls through the week. This 
Anglican rector isn’t keen, though, 
about moving the church and the school 
to town because he says that when these 
go the whole neighborhood spirit soon 
goes too. Their absence does something 
to the spirit of the people. 

Soon he fell to talking about one of 
his favorite topics: paid church suppers. 
He’s “agin ’em.” Thinks they’re all 
wrong. He’s all for suppers, you un- 
derstand; George Gilbert can eat his 
quota of victuals along with the next 
man—you just bet he can; but he’s dead 
set against the commercializing angle. 
Supper shouldn’t be for the purpose of 
raising money but for the purpose of 
promoting fellowship. He has lots of 
get-togethers in his parish but they’re 
all free.. This makes it possible, he 
points out, for rich and poor to come. 


When you put a price on meal tickets 
you keep away the big families who 
just can’t afford to buy them. 

We need to encourage in all our 
parishes, city or rural, an atmosphere 
of cheerfulness. Gilbert himself is a 
mental tonic and it isn’t surprising to 
learn that there is no ‘glassy stare’ 
where he’s around. He has a happy, 
genial disposition and soon everybody 
who comes within his range gets in the 
right mood. 

This country parson is unorthodox in 
more ways than one. For example, you 
and I greet people after church, when 
the service is over and the members 
are on their way home but not so Gil- 
bert; he shakes hands and welcomes 
them when they first arrive! “I like it 
better that way,” he explains, “because 
it gives me the chance to welcome them 
and to make them feel at home. By the 
time the service starts we’re all on a 
friendly basis.” 

Old Denominations Losing Out 

Ever noticed how the Pentecostal 
sects are gaining converts out in the 
open country? The observant Middle- 
town preacher has and is certain some- 
thing should be done about it. They’re 
making headway in the urban centers 
too but not so fast as in the smaller 
places. And the reason? Gilbert thinks 
its because the old-line denominations 
tend to become exclusive, as exclusive 
he says as the Rotary club or the 
women’s club and, he added, the farm 
bureau! There you have it in a nut- 
shell. Poor people just don’t feel ‘to 
home’ in many of our parishes and it 
is well that we recognize this fact. 

The disinherited, the couples with 
large families are going over to the 
Pentecostal sects because they are un- 
derstood and welcomed. We have failed 
these groups and for the reason we 
have been more concerned about what 
they could do for the church than what 
the church could do for them. If Prot- 
estantism is to have a future it will 
have to grapple with this vital question. 
When Jehovah’s Witnesses and similar 
sects grow by leaps and bounds, Gilbert 
is convinced it is time to stop, look and 
take stock, something is wrong some- 
where. 

You and I are pretty familiar with 
this situation and what we want to 
know is how to meet it. The author 
of “Forty Years A Country Preacher” 
has no cut and dried panacea. He 
made that plain. On the other hand, 
he thinks a beginning might be made 
first by working long and late with 
these people and with tact and patience 
and love letting them know they are 
wanted. 

Sometimes, he admits, this is assum- 
ing a great deal, the idea that they are 
welcome, for he frankly states that in 
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Stewardship in the Minister’s Home 


by, Mrs. Roy N. Kean” 


HIS is the most interesting sub- 

ject Christian people are studying 

today. It must be studied, digested, 
and prayed over before most people are 
willing to accept it as God’s plan for 
his children. I have never known any- 
one to accept willingly and easily the 
plan of stewardship for his life’s direc- 
tion. It always takes a struggle, and 
requires more faith and trust in God 
than most ordinary mortals have. But 
when once we see the light it becomes 
such a blessing we would not go back 
to the selfish way of living. 

I will tell you what this wonderful 
life of stewardship means to me after 
twenty-three years of experiencing it 
and enjoying the blessings which God 
has promised. It means that we 
acknowledge God as the creator and 
owner of the world and all things in 
it. His children are stewards while 
here on earth, using all resources God 
has placed at our command. In return 
for his bounty we set apart a certain 
portion of our income as his share. 
Not as a gift, but as already belong- 
ing to God. The tenth, or the tithe, 
acknowledges God’s ownership, and as 
far back as history goes we read of 
men making that acknowledgment 
through payment of the tithe. Jesus 
did not come to change the old laws, 
but to fulfil them so we feel that it is 
his will we go right on abiding by that 
law. Every week we put aside one- 


*Wife of Dr. Roy N. Kean, district superinten- 
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tenth of all we get for the church and | 


charity, and use the other nine-tenths 
to live on. And this too is held as a 
trust, for it also belongs to God. 


God not only wants us to be stew- | 
ards in a business way, but he expects | 
We can best | 
show him that we accept him as our | 
by setting aside a | 
definite portion of our time for wor- | 


part of our time as well. 
Supreme Ruler 


ship and good works in his name. His 


words “Remember the Sabbath day to | 


keep it holy” were written for our own 
good. We need one day in seven for 
rest and meditation and worship of 
our Lord, for it is he that gives us all 
of life. Furthermore, the Sabbath is 
not the only day we should show our 
love to God. We can find time every 
day to do something for him. 

Stewardship is threefold, 
possessions, time, and prayer. Jesus 
says for us to ask anything in his 
name and it shall be done. Of course 
we must ask intelligently, and accord- 
ing to his word. Prayer is a privilege 
few people use to the fullest extent. 
Family and private prayers are sources 
of great joy and blessings if observed. 
Every good steward sets aside a defi- 
nite time for prayer. 

To me these are not idle words writ- 
ten upon a meaningless subject. God 


that of 


has promised that He would pour out | 


upon us such blessings that we would 
not have room to receive them, and 
after these years of tithing I can say 
that he has kept his word. He has 
never failed us. 





some of the old-line churches the mem- 
bers, and especially those of twenty, 
thirty and forty years standing just 
don’t want these people and are frank 
to say so. This is a hurdle hard to over- 
come as many a young minister has to 
his sorrow discovered. 

But the underprivileged can and must 
be reached. They can be reached, not 
through stately ritual or well adorned 
churches with carpets on the floors but 
by an honest endeavor to meet them on 
their own level by the use of vestries 
and parish houses. Some churches are 
‘so nice,’ if you get what I mean, that 
these men and women and their large 
families feel out of place. 

Services that are free, friendly and 
informal where they can meet on a 
common level and where the spirit of 
cordiality is evident would do much to 


put us on the 
thinks. At this country preacher’s serv- 
ices one way he has of making friends 
and keeping them is through the pass- 
ing around of a hot cup of coffee at the 


close of the service. This happens, it 


seems, almost every week. Everybody | 
brings a sort of basket lunch and sits | 


round a common table and goes to it. 
If you’ve read his life story you know 
all about it and if you haven’t that’s 
a good place to find out. 

It did me a lot of good to renew my 
acquaintance with this hardy son of the 
soil. “If you had your life to live over,” 
I asked him, “would you plow the same 
old furrow?” Without a moment’s hesi- 
tation came the swift reply, “I certain- 
ly would.” It hasn’t always been roses, 
roses, roses but he wouldn’t exchange 
what he’s learned and loved along the 
way with the King of England. 








right track, Gilbert | 
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Get Back Into the Game 
A Sermon by Gene Elert Bartlett" 


Son, thy sins are forgiven thee... 
Arise . . . Go—Matthew 9:5. 


N the classic Rose Bowl football 

game on New Year’s day there oc- 

curred a few years ago one of those 
unbelievable incidents which sometimes 
happen in sports. In the second quar- 
ter of the closely contested game a half- 
back fumbled the ball. One of his op- 
ponents skillfully recovered, but con- 
fused by the shock of scrimmage 
brought the crowd to their feet by do- 
ing an amazing thing: He started to 
carry the ball toward the wrong goal 
line! To make it worse, he ran brilliant- 
ly. When the other players realized 
what had happened events took a 
strange turn. His own teammates set 
out to tackle him while his opponents 
ran interference in the hope that he 
would cross the wrong goal line and 
make a touchback against his team. 
After a few highly exciting and con- 
fusing seconds in which he came dan- 
gerously near crossing the goal one of 
his own teammates finally brought him 
down. Only then did he realize what 
he had done. But everyone else knew 
it and there was no escape from his 
humiliation. He had been carrying the 
ball in the wrong direction! 

From many common experiences we 
know that there are few of us here this 
morning who will not see in this fa- 
miliar story a picture of his own life 
at some time or in some ways. How 
often we carry the ball in the wrong di- 
rection! Sometimes it is through ignor- 
ance, sometimes it is through cowardice, 
and, more often than we will admit, it 
is through the evil in our hearts. 

There may be some, for example, 
whose home life best can be described 
by that figure. Somehow they have 
turned away from harmony and affec- 
tion and are moving toward antagonism 
and conflict. In moments of understand- 
ing they realize that this is moving in 
the wrong direction. Yet, they ask, 
what can be done about it now? Can 
a couple go back and start the game 
over again, finding anew the love with 
which they began, even after it seems 
to have departed ? 

Equally vivid in our minds is the 
feeling that history itself is now mov- 
ing in the wrong direction. As never 
before we feel that somehow the trends 
of this present hour toward destruc- 
tion, disintegration, hatred and seg- 
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mentation of the world’s life absolutely 
cannot continue indefinitely. Even as 
we are engaged in this titanic struggle 
we know that in the long run we must 
change our direction, yes, even bring 
ourselves down short of the logical 
goals toward which war and conflict 
lead us and, cost what it may, start 
“carrying the ball in the other direc- 
tion.” If we cannot do this, we are lost! 
Can it be done? That is the greatest 
single problem facing us today. How 
on earth can we stop this present move- 
ment toward evil and turn again to- 
ward the things which make for peace 
and integration? 

Well, let’s go back to our story to 
see what happened to this young man. 
Perhaps there is light for us there. 
Several years after this unforgettable 
game that player came to the micro- 
phone in one of our nation-wide broad- 
casts and related for the first time what 
took place in the locker room between 
halves. He said that when the second 
quarter ended and the teams filed into 
the field house he withdrew and sat off 
to himself humiliated beyond anything 
he ever had experienced. He waited for 
the storm of vituperation to break. He 
knew what it meant to wish for the 
earth to open up and swaliow him! But 
the expected storm didn’t break. In- 
stead there was an awful silence about 
the whole affair. Quietly the coach 
went from one man to another making 
suggestions about his game. No one 
spoke to the player sitting alone in the 
corner. The whole period passed and 
the players returned to the field. Only 
after all the others had gone out did the 
coach walk over to the dejected and 
humiliated youth. Now, surely the 
storm would come. But there was no 
storm. Instead, to his utter amazement 
the young man felt a hand upon his 
shoulder and heard the coach say, “Re- 
member, old man, the game’s only half 
over. Get back in the game!” He says 
he never played football as in that sec- 
ond half. Small wonder! He had ex- 
pected to be benched in disgrace. In- 
stead, he had heard a compassionate 
voice saying, “Remember, old man, the 
game’s only half over. Get back in 
the game.” 

Our question this morning is whether 
there is any real experience of forgive- 
ness comparable to that revealed in the 
latter half of the story. No one doubts 
the reality of the first experience; we 
do carry the ball in the wrong direction. 


Well, then, is there any way by which 
one may find forgiveness which will 
offer another chance and restore him 
to the game? 

The answer of Christian experience 
is clear: We are NOT forsaken. We 
may be forgiven. This is central in our 
faith. It is part of our gospel. 

Before we can find this experience 
we must understand more clearly what 
it is. While this story I have told 
leaves many things unsaid it is a 
partial parable of the Christian belief 
in the forgiveness of sin. Recognizing 
that no simple story ever can catch the 
full dignity of this great truth let us 
follow it at least as far as it goes, 

A 

First of all, this story is a true par- 
able in that it illustrates how the for- 
giveness of God means not a cancelled 
past but a changed person. 

The first half of the game could not 
be played again. No, forgiveness meant 
something else. It released a young man 
from the awful weight of a tragic first 
half and sent him back emancipated and 
in full possession of his powers. Not 
a cancelled past, you see, but a changed 
person. 

One Sunday after I had preached on 
the second chances given us by a 
Christian faith an elderly but vigorous 
physician came to my study during the 
consultation hours. Now it is an iron- 
clad rule that no reference is ever made 
to any conversation of those hours. 
But, in this case, he deliberately told 
me his story because he thought it 
might be told helpfully. 

One morning, he said, he read of the 
sudden death of a brilliant surgeon who 
had been killed the night before by a 
drunken driver. This set him to think- 
ing whether a man would have to give 
some account of his life to God. Some- 
how, he concluded, a man’s soul surely 
will have to face up to the things left 
undone, and to the things sinfully done. 
Now, said this physician to himself, 
when I have to face the Eternal what 
would be the most merciful judgment 
He could give? In picturesque language 
the elderly doctor told me what he felt 
would be most merciful. “It would be,” 
he said, “if the Eternal should say, ‘Son, 
I have considered your case and decided 
to do this: I am going to give you a 
chance to go back and live it all over 
again knowing from the beginning what 
you now know!’” At this point my 
friend’s face lighted up. He leaned for- 
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” 


“Then, like a flash it came to me, 
“that this was exactly what 


ward. 
he said, 


God’s mercy was granting me in letting | 


me live that day I was just beginning. 
At least, I had that one day more. And I 
determined to live it as though I were 
starting over knowing what I now 
know! Well, I was sixty years old 
then. I am seventy now. And these 
have been the greatest years of my 
life. 
spirit.” 

You could not hear that man’s story 
told with unashamed simplicity without 
feeling that he had moved into an ex- 
perience of forgiveness. He had dis- 
covered that it was not, after all, a can- 
celled past but a changed person. 

Walk around this truth for a few 
moments and you will see in it, I think, 
a great source of hope for our be- 
leaguered generation. It is very easy 
to become utterly pessimistic about 
what the future holds. There is much 
basis for that pessimism in the very 
assumptions of Christianity. After all, 
it is difficult to think of a basic moral 
law which is not being flagrantly vio- 
lated in this hour. The very reading of 
the Ten Commandments—surely a min- 
imum code—reveals how surely we are 
courting judgment beyond the imagina- 
tion. “Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me’—that in a day of race-gods 
and nation-gods! “Thou shalt not take 
the name of the Lord Thy God in vain” 
—that in a time when we put his name 
as blessing on all kinds of evil! “Thou 
shalt not covet”—that in a day of in- 
counter-invasion! “Thou 
false witness’—that in 


vasion and 
shalt not bear 
a day of unprecedented cynical propa- 
ganda! Yes, the very insights of re- 
ligion confront us with a dire and aw- 
ful judgment. 
But, thank God, this is not all of it. 
There is a gospel—costly, cross-cen- 
tered, demanding, but a gospel. It holds 
out to us the only way out of this down- 
ward spiral of sin and judgment. That 
gospel is the possibility of forgiveness, 
and its doorway is repentance. What 
will this forgiveness bring about? Can- 
cellation of the shameful and sorrowful 
past? Impossible. It means rather 
that the burdens of the past’s hatreds 
can be taken from the souls of men, 
the tides of vengeance within can be 
stemmed, the fever of violence can be 
cooled until as men waking from an 
awful dream we look once more with 
sanity upon the wreckage we have 
wrought. That much forgiveness can 
do! Not by an act of men, mind you, 
but by the act of a gracious God. Will 
you say that is not a gospel? Where 
else is our hope if not here? What else 
can lift us above slavery to our past 
and make us rebels against it, thus 
(Turn to next page) 


For I’ve lived every day in that | 











The Most Unique and Representative Hymnal ever Published 


Christianity In Song 


ASSISTED BY 


COMPILED AND EDITED BY 


RICHARD MAXWELL © wittiam wirces 





Contains all the Old and New Favorites of Church, 


-Xolo (oil m loliit-Mrelale MbsYaslele] MmemN TUT [0] 0] (Ma olaleMeteluil 9) (-11-n cols 
soloist, 


ola h ant -1 6 Mel d-1-10 Mel amaelalela-ielelilelap ral sloliamelmmnilehile 


lover in the home. 

Hateitic(-SMeitla suey celalomayalel-Mt fon Ze) dii-s Mel Maem Aal-M@) (oll dUlelol-To 
Troy tS emo late MT Mi ial-molalh muah Zuililelmeaelalcollaliale Mt ial-imn lelilelare) 
Negro Hymn, "Lift Every Voice and Sing.’ 


Among the best of radio's theme hymns inciuded are 
“My Creed” by Richard Maxwell, ‘If | Have Wounded" 
by Edward McHugh, ‘Evening Prayer" (Ford Sunday Eve- 
allate Mm lel @imelavo my Wiil-laleom sfola fom @lolo MA a AUN Om dol 'Zoldi1-3 


Presents an unusually wide category of hymns for all 
(Yeh ofol Tlolal Sams l Tol telalo] Melalo mm] ol -Tello] ME @xeetol Tielal Mam slolaaliate 
Talos hA-lallale MeYolalel Mm @ LUT ti lols Molaro MY: Vali 1-1amstolale lm) of) 
elo] Mesto) (ol aE @Uilol am TU le lel Ti (olal Mm @Lill (eld -TaM ME Tolalel Mam Colt lin 
Songs, Responses.and Amens. 


SPECIAL 
Introductory Offer 


1.00 





Lo 
~] 











Dept. C-1 
EDWARD B. MARKS MUSIC CORPORATION 
RCA Building, Radio City, New York 
Gentlemen: 

Please send me your special price for a quantity of 
copies of CHRISTIANITY IN SONG. 


SPECIAL DISCOUNT 
TO CHURCHES 























| 
| 


Size 
2 5/6x3 
inches 


@ 3 eas S CONTIUBISTION AT EACH: EAL DURINO LEAT 


1) wepnesoat 
bp 


125 
Nickels 





Are You Interested in Increasing Your Easter Offering 
from 50 to 100%? 


Other churches have realized these increases by the use of this Daily Lenten Offering 


Box. The most effective method is to put the box in the home before the beginning of Lent 
(March 10), and have the family put the box on the table at each meal during Lent and place 
an offering in the box as a part of the table devotions 

A space is provided for the marking of an (X) for each meal during the Lenten Season 

The boxes should be returned to the church on Easter Sunday. You'll be agreeably sur 
prised at the results. 

SEND 6c FOR A SAMPLE BOX 
Price: 60c Per Dozen; $2.25 Per Fifty; $4.00 Per Hundred. All Postpaid 


THE EVANGELICAL PUBLISHING HOUSE 


THIRD AND REILY STREETS HARRISBURG, PA. 








} 
| 
| 
| 











> 


a 


ss 


28 


Get Back Into the Game 
(From page 27) 
actually transmuting what has been our 
burden into an imperative impulse for 
reconstruction and reconciliation ? 

After all, as F. Wilhelm Sollman has 
put it, “The world of tomorrow will be 
as unpleasant as the world of today if 
it is inhabited and ruled by men of yes- 
terday.” Church of Christ, here is a 
saving message you proclaim! Man at 
great cost repents; God at great cost 
forgives; man is liberated, not bound 
by his sinful past, but actually pro- 
pelled into redemptive tasks as a revolt 
against his past. 

In this sense, forgiveness says, “The 
game’s only half over. Get back in the 
game.” 

Once more, this story is a true par- 
able, I think, in that forgiveness means 
not a revision of God’s laws our way, 
but a readjustment of our lives his way. 

The youth who had been carrying the 
ball in the wrong direction was not told 
that in the second half the rules would 
be changed his way! No one said, 
“That’s all right, old man, you run as 
you choose, and we’ll adjust the rest 
of the game to you!” Forgiveness put 
him back in the game; but the rules 
remained. 

Some of us surely will see here an 
immediate application to the rehabilita- 
tion of a marriage. Any pastor knows 
that one of the most difficult tasks in 
the world is for a couple to find confi- 
dence again when it seems to have been 
destroyed, or to find affection and re- 
spect when they seem to have departed. 
We want miracles to happen in mar- 
riage. We wish affection could be born 
anew full-grown just by the act of for- 
giveness. But this is not what forgive- 
ness does for us. IT GIVES US A 
CHANCE to go back and then to start 
over in accordance with those principles 
of courtesy, consideration and common 
sense upon which any marriage must 
be based. The loss of affection was 
gradual, through neglect; its recovery 
will be so, through concession and care. 
In short, forgiveness alone cannot re- 
store your marriage. It can give you 
a chance to go back and play the sec- 
ond half by the rules! 

“So in our relationship to God, for- 
giveness means our surrender, not 
God’s. Once as a small boy I saw a toy in 
a downtown shop. Immediately I wanted 
it. But my father said it was too dan- 
gerous to have. After the way of diplo- 
mats, however, I reached my mother 
first, told her that father had said it 
was all right and that she should give 
me the money for it. When by this 
method I came into possession of the 
toy a new problem presented itself. 

(Turn to next page) 
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Decorations for the Bazaar 


by Eligabeth Abbot 


O be really successful, in addition 

to having for sale well-made and 

useful things that people really 
want, the Church Society Bazaar must 
arouse interest by carrying out some 
special decorative theme. A plan for 
entertainment or stunts in which a num- 
ber of persons can participate with 
practically no rehearsing or drilling 
should also be included. If there is 
some attraction to keep people inter- 
ested, they are apt to stay longer and 
buy more. 

Many fairs this year will doubtless 
have patriotic colors and motifs as the 
decorative scheme. 

The Patriotic Bazaar 

The patriotic idea is always colorful 
and interesting. If you have regular 
booths with uprights, the problem of 
decorating is not difficult, but if your 
only “props” are the familiar boards on 
horses, an attractive setting for your 
wares is not so easy. 

Here is a clever idea that was worked 
out most successfully recently in a 
small New England church. 

All of the tables, uniform in shape 
and size, were covered with plain solid 
colors—red, white or blue crepe paper 
in alternating arrangement. The fronts 
and sides of all of them were covered 


with stars and stripes design Decorated 
Crepe Paper slightly gathered and 
tacked around the table edges. A finish 
of red, white and blue crepe paper cord 
completed the trimming. 

Then came the real decorative fea- 
ture of the whole bazaar. It was a 
grouping of large cut-out eagle motifs, 
narrow red, white and blue crepe paper 
ribbons and large cardboard stars. 
These were placed on the wall in back 
of and slightly above each selling 
counter. In this way the decoration of 
the display tables decorated the entire 
hall at the same time and did not take 
the attention away from the articles for 
sale, 

Early in the evening, ten or fifteen 
persons (prearranged, of course,) were 
asked to volunteer for a patriotic Quiz 
Program. Prizes were awarded the 
winners and ludicrous forfeits exacted 
from the losers. The master of cere- 
monies kept everyone in gales of 
laughter so that that part of the pro- 
gram was voted a huge success. 

A Valentine Auction 

Here’s a good way to do three things 
at once—to send packages of goodies 
to the boys at Camp, to buy War 
Stamps and to have a good time. 

The chairman asks a certain number 









































Patriotic Motif Will Prevail 
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of persons to donate articles in Valen- 


tine wrappings suitable to send later | 


to the boys in Camp—candy, cookies, 
cigarettes, salted nuts and the like. 
These are to be wrapped in as attrac- 
tive Valentine packages as can be de- 
vised. Be sure to have enough boxes 
promised to make the auction attrac- 
tive and interesting. The packages, 
each bearing a number, are displayed 
before the auction begins and each per- 
son is allowed to vote for the one he 
most attractive. The 
in a_ beautifully 


considers the 
votes are deposited 
decorated Valentine Mail Box at the 
front of the stage. After the votes are 
counted, the winner is presented with 
War Stamps as a prize to whatever 
amount the Committee decides. 

All of the boxes are then auctioned 
off with the understanding that they 
are to be given back to the committee 
to send to the boys, but whatever price 
is paid, the buyer receives War Stamps 
to that amount. The prices at which 
the boxes are knocked down therefore, 
must be in multiples of 10c, 25c or 50c 
and the auctioneer should be quick to 
sell before the prices get too high. 

Your auctioneer should be well 
acquainted with everybody and perhaps 
allow the bidding to go higher when 
desirable. 

Musical selections may be introduced 
once or twice to keep the interest in 
the auction from becoming slow. Simple 
refreshments such as fruit punch and 
cookies may be served. 





Get Back Into the Game 


(From page 28) 


Now that I had it, how could I use it | 
of my | 


and still keep the goodwill 
Father? A plan suggested itself. I 
would make a joke of it. So it was that 
I burst into my father’s study dangling 
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the forbidden object and launched into | 


a series of—shall I say—frantic antics 
as though to imply, See now, I’ve out- 


smarted you, be a good sport and give | 
in! My father since has admitted that | 


he saw much humor in the situation. 


But I assure you he gave no evidence | 


of it at that time! 
ridiculous I must have seemed, trying 
to evade the will of my father by mere 
increased activity! 

Yet, is this not a characteristic re- 


action? Confronted by the immutable 
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will of God we seek to evade it by in- | 


creasing our activity. In our very in- 
security we throw ourselves into our 
evil with feverish intensity, as though 


this might perhaps change the mind of | 


God! Surely the fever of these times 

is partly that. We have flagrantly vio- 

lated moral laws in human relationships 

for a long time and deep within we 
(Turn to page 33) 
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God’s Word Always Answers 


Here is a unique sermon. It preaches entirely by quoting from 
the Bible. Proper presentation requires an interlocutor and two 
readers. Should the church have the full chancel, the interlocutor 
reads from the center while the readers have positions at the 
pulpit and lectern. If the church has but the center pulpit, the 
interlocutor stands at the pulpit while the readers are at his 
left and right hands. The service was arranged by Dr. Orris W. 
Haulman, minister of Grace Evangelical and Reformed Church, 
Akron, Ohio, and was used, most effectively, in that church. 


INTERLOCUTOR:—God’s Word AlIl- 
ways Answers! When so many troublous 
questions are arising everywhere, we 
do well to remember this. We shall at- 
tempt to bring you some of these 
answers this morning. Will the readers 
take their stations? (Pause). 

(Readers Listening) On every hand 
we hear of uncertainty. Will you give 
some Bible statements on uncertainty: 

LECTERN:—Riches are uncertain. 
Proverbs 23:5, “Wilt thou set thine eyes 
upon that which is not? for riches 
certainly make themselves wings; they 
fly away as an eagle toward heaven.” 

PULPIT:—The future is uncertain. 
Proverbs 27:1, “Boast not thyself of to- 
morrow; for thou knowest not what a 
day may bring forth.” 

LECTERN:—Life is uncertain. James 
1:14, “* * * For what is your life: It 
is even a vapour, that appeareth for 
a little time, and then vanisheth away.” 

PULPIT:—Earthly Glory is uncer- 
tain. 1 Peter 1:24, “For all flesh is as 
grass, and all the glory of man as the 
flower of grass. The grass withereth, 
and the flower thereof falleth away.” 

INTERLOCUTOR: (Readers Listen- 
ing) We all accept these! Strangely 
enough we are prone to think of many 
things as uncertain, things which God 
can make certain. Will you readers 
give some comforting certainties ? 

LECTERN:—God’s promises are 
sure. 1 Kings 8:56, “Blessed be the 
Lord, that hath given rest unto his 
people Israel, according to all that he 
promised: there hath not failed one 
word of all his good promise, which he 
promised by the hand of Moses his 
servant.” 

PULPIT:—We have sure foundations. 
Isaiah 28:16, “Therefore thus saith the 
Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a 
foundation a stone, a tried stone, a 
precious cornerstone, a sure founda- 
tion: he that believeth shall not make 
haste.” 

LECTERN:—Rewards are certain. 
Matthew 10:42, “And whosoever shall 
give to drink unto one of these little 


ones a cup of cold water only in the 
name of a disciple, verily I say unto 
you, he shall in no wise lose his re- 
ward.” 

PULPIT:—We are assured of accept- 
ance. John 6:37, “All that the Father 
giveth me shall come to me; and him 
that cometh to me I will in no wise 
cast out.” 

LECTERN:—Divine Love. Romans 
8:38 and 39, “For I am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

PULPIT:—Assured of Immortality. 2 
Corinthians 5:1, “For we know that, if 
our earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a building of 
God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.” 

LECTERN:—We have real anchor- 
age. Hebrews 6:19, “Which hope we 
have as an anchor of the soul, both sure 
and steadfast, and which entereth into 
that within the vail: 

INTERLUCUTOR: — (Readers _lis- 
tening) These are great comforts in- 
deed. But let us also remember that 
the Bible gives some sobering certain- 
ties in answer. Let us hear some of 
them: 

PULPIT: — Certainty of exposure. 
Numbers 32:33, “* * and be sure your 
sin will find you out.” 

LECTERN:—Certainty of disappoint- 
ment. Deuteronomy 32:32, “For their 
vine is of the vine of Sodom, and of the 
field of Gomorrah: their grapes are 
grapes of gall, their clusters are bit- 
ter?” 

PULPIT:—Certainty of leaving earth 
possessions. 1 Timothy 6:7, “for we 
brought nothing into this world, and it 
is certain we can carry nothing out.” 

LECTERN :—Certainty of death. Ec- 
clesiastes 8:8, “There is no man that 
hath power over the spirit to retain the 
spirit; neither hath he power in the day 
of death: and there is no discharge in 


that war.” 
PULPIT:—Certainty of judgment. 
Ecclesiastes 12:14, “For God _ shall 


bring every work into judgment with 
every secret thing, whether it be good, 
or whether it be evil.” 

LECTERN:—Certainty of separation 
from the righteous, Matthew 25:31-33. 
When the Son of man shall come in his 
glory, and all the holy angels with 
him, then shall he sit upon the throne 
of his glory: And before him shall be 
gathered all nations: and he _ shall 
separate them one from another, as a 
shepherd divideth his sheep from the 
goats: and he shall set the sheep on his 
right hand, but the goats on the left.” 

PULPIT:—Certainty of evil doers 
being banished from divine presence. 
2 Thessalonians 1:9, “Who shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power.” 

INTERLUCUTOR: — (Readers _lis- 
tening) Let us meditate together:— 

Organ interlude, “My Soul Be on Thy 
Guard,” (Once through). 

Another timely question is this mat- 
ter of security. We think of economic 
security, national and world security. 
Such security is only relative. The 
Bible does promise spiritual security. 
Will you read about such security for 
God’s people: 

LECTERN:—Job 11:18, “And thou 
shall be secure, because there is hope; 
yea, thou shalt dig about thee, and 
thou shalt take thy rest in safety.” 

PULPIT:—Psalms 91:5, “Thou shalt 
not be afraid for the terror by night; 
nor for the arrow that flieth by day;” 

LECTERN:—Psalms 112:7, “He shall 
not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart 
is fixed, trusting in the Lord.” 

PULPIT:—Proverbs 3:24, “When thou 
liest down, thou shalt not be afraid: 
yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep 
shall be sweet.” 

LECTERN:—Hebrews 13:6, “So that 
we may boldly say, The Lord is my 
helper, and I will not fear what man 
shall do unto me.” 
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PULPIT:—1 Peter 3:13, “And who 
is he that will harm you, if ye be fol- 
lowers of that which is good.” 

LECTERN:—God’s people are firmly 


established: Psalms 40:2, “He brought | 


me up also out of an horrible pit, out 
of the miry clay, and set my feet upon 
a rock, and established my goings.” 

Psalms 112:8, “His heart is estab- 
lished, he shall not be afraid, until he 
sees his desire upon his enemies.” 

Proverbs 12:19, “The lip of truth 
shall be established for ever: but a ly- 
ing tongue is but for a moment.” 


Romans 16:25, “Now to him that is | 


of power to establish you according to 
my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus 
Christ, according to the revelation of 
the mystery, which was kept secret 
since the world began.” 

Colossians 2:7, “Rotted and built up 
in him, and established in the faith, as 
ye have been taught, abounding therein 
with thanksgiving.” 

Hebrews 13:9, “Be not carried about 
with divers and strange doctrines. For 
it is a good thing that the heart be 
established with grace; not with meats, 
which have not profited them that have 
been occupied therein.” 

PULPIT:—God’s people cannot be 
moved. Psalms 15:5, “He that putteth 
not out his money to usury, nor taketh 
reward against the innocent. He that 
doeth these things shall never be 
moved.” 

Psalms 21:7, “For the king trusteth 
in the Lord, and through the mercy of 
the most High he shall not be moved.” 

Psalms 55:22, “Cast thy burden upon 
the Lord, and he shall sustain thee: he 
shall never suffer the righteous to be 
moved.” 

Psalms 66:9, “Which holdeth our soul 
in life, and suffereth not our feet to be 
moved.” 

Psalms 125:1, “They that trust in the 
Lord shall be as mount Zion, which can- 
not be removed, but abideth for ever.” 

Proverbs 10:30, “The righteous shall 
never be removed: but the wicked shall 
not inhabit the earth.” 

INTERLOCUTOR: — (Readers lis- 
tening) These answers are assuring. 
Does the Bible also give warning about 
the insecurity of the wicked? Will you 
read! 

LECTERN:—Psalms 73:18, “Surely 
thou didst set them in slippery places: 
thou castedst them down into destruc- 
tion.” 

PULPIT:—Proverbs 23:34, “Yea, 
thou shalt be as he that lieth down in 
the midst of the sea, or as he that lieth 
upon the top of a mast.” 

LECTERN: — Jeremiah 23:12, 
“Wherefore their way shall be unto 
them as slippery ways in the darkness: 
they shall be driven on, and fall there- 
in: for I will bring evil upon them, even 
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the year of their visitation, saith the 
Lord.” 

PULPIT:—Matthew 7:26, 27, “And 
every one that heareth these sayings 
of mine, and doeth them not, shal] be 
likened unto a foolish man, which built 
his house upon the sand: And the rain 
descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat upon that house; 
and it fell: and great was the fall of it.” 

LECTERN :—The Wicked Man’s un- 
doing is foretold: Proverbs 11:5, “The 
righteousness of the perfect shall direct 
his way: but the wicked shall fall by his 
own wickedness.” 

Proverbs 22:14, 


“The mouth of 


strange women is a deep pit; he that is 
abhorred of the Lord shall fall therein.” 

Jeremiah 6:15, “Were they ashamed 
when they had committed abomination ? 
nay, they were not all ashamed, neither 
could they blush; therefore they shail 
fall among them that fall; at the time 
that I visit them they shall be cast 
down, saith the Lord.” 

Amos 8:14, “They that swear by the 
sin of Samaria, and say, Thy God, O 
Dan, liveth; and, The manner of Beer- 
sheba liveth; even they shall fall, and 
never rise up again.” 

PULPIT:—The Overthrow of the 
Wicked is Usually Sudden:—Proverbs 





32 


6:15, “Therefore shall his calamity 


come suddenly; suddenly shall he be 


broken without remedy.” 

Proverbs 24:22, “For their calamity 
shall rise suddenly; and who knoweth 
the ruin of them both?” 

Isaiah 30:13, “Therefore this iniquity 
shall be to you as a branch ready to 
fall, swelling out in a high wall, whose 
breaking cometh suddenly at an in- 
stant.” 

Isaiah 47:11, “Therefore shall evil 
come upon thee; thou shalt not know 
from whence it riseth: and mischief 
shall fall upon thee; thou shalt not be 
able to put it off: and desolation shall 
come upon thee suddenly, which thou 
shalt not know.” 

1 Thessalonians, “For when they shall 
say, Peace and safety; then sudden 
destruction cometh upon them, as tra- 
vail upon a woman with child; and they 
shall not escape.” 

INTERLOCUTOR: — (Readers List- 
ening) Again, let us enter deeply, into 
meditation: 

Organ Interlude 
(Once through.) 

A third great question of the day is 
“What can we believe?” The only vital 
answer is simply to believe,—believe in 
God and in Christ as Saviour, and the 
Holy Spirit as our comforter. Yes, 
Faith is the Victory. Listen and you 
shall hear! 

LECTERN:—Luke 17:5, “And the 
apostles said unto the Lord, Increase 
our faith.” 

PULPIT:—Romans 10:17, “So then 
faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God.” 

LECTERN:—Romans 14:23, “And he 
that doubteth is damned if he eat, be- 
cause he eateth not of faith: for what- 
soever is not of faith is sin.” 

PULPIT:—Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith 
is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen.” 

LECTERN:—James 2:17, “Even so 
faith, if it hath not works, is dead, be- 
ing alone.” 

PULPIT:—1 John 5:4, “For whatso- 
ever is born of God overcometh the 
world: and this is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith.” 

LECTERN:—Hear a few of the calls 
to trust: Psalms 37:3, 5, “Trust in the 
Lord, and do good; so shalt thou dwell 
in the land, and verily thou shalt be 
fed. Commit thy way unto the Lord; 
trust also in him; and he shall bring 
it to pass.” 

Psalms 118:8, “It is better to trust 
in the Lord than to put confidence in 
man.” 

Proverbs 3:5, “Trust in the Lord with 
all thine heart; and lean not unto thine 
own understanding.” 

Isaiah 26:4, “Trust ye in the Lord for 


“Rock of Ages.” 
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Pies for Patriots 
by Martha J. Atkinson 


ID you ever attend an _ old- 

fashioned pie social? I should 

like to tell you of a most success- 
ful one, recently held in our little 
church*, 

Circle 1 of the Woman’s Christian 
Service had charge. Since it was 
February, we decided on an evening of 
entertainment for the entire church 
congregation, with patriotic theme 
predominant. 

“What shall we do about refresh- 
ments?” one member asked. 

“It'll be a pie project,” our leader 
replied. “For what could be more suit- 
able than pies for patriots?” 


Accordingly, committees were ap- 
pointed; one for program, one for re- 
freshments, and another for decoration. 

We were fortunate in being able to 
secure the sociology professor from our 
State College, an outstanding Christian 
man, as speaker of the evening. His 
topic, “The Christian Church In a 
Changing World.” 

Our somewhat formal program, we 
planned to open with the singing of 
our National Anthem, followed by the 
pledge of allegiance to the Flag. A 
young baritone singer kindly consented 
to give us several selections, with violin 
accompaniment. And a church Youth 
Group agreed to put on a short skit, in 
costume, about the boyhood of Wash- 
ington. 

The refreshment committee request- 
ed pies—and more pies; home-made, 
and large in size. Thirty ladies each 
offered to contribute one that could be 
cut into five generous slices. 

“Cherry pie, for February,” one lady 
said. 

“But what about the old stand-by, 


*Willow Glen Methodist Church, San _ Jose, 
California. 


’ 


apple pie?” another asked. 

“Or lemon cream pie! 
exclaimed a third. 

So we compromised; had ten pies of 
each of the three kinds. 

The decorating committee arranged 
large bunches of flowers on piano and 
tables. Blue grape hyacinths, beautiful- 
ly combined with white snow-drops, and 
red flowering quince, gave a festive air, 
and carried out our patriotic theme. 
They also used many small flags, 
colored paper napkins, and little hatch- 
ets cut from red paper. And several 
of the ladies who served, were dressed 
in Colonial costumes. 

A large number attended the social. 
The two-hour program was enthusias- 
tically received. When time for re- 
freshments came, the crowd formed in 
line, and marched into the kitchen, to 
select the kind of pie each preferred. 
We had the pies cut, and the pieces laid 
out in small plates. We charged ten 
cents for each slice, and five cents for 
a cup of coffee. 

“Lemon pie! Lemon pie!” came the 
demand again and again. Above the 
good natured banter, the popularity of 
lemon pie was soon evident. With the 
lemon pie all taken, the apple, and the 
cherry pies were quickly disposed of. 

We had arranged for an old-fash- 
ioned spelling bee, but it deteriorated 
into a game of charades, in which 
young and old participated in gay 
fashion. 

The evening closed with the audience 
gathered about the piano, singing favor- 
ite songs and hymns. 

“Do it again soon!” the guests called 
out, on leaving. “And give us more 
pie!” 

The evening had been a success. We 
had enjoyed our fellowship together. 
And we had cleared twenty-two dollars 
and fifty cents. 


I adore it!” 





ever: for in the Lord Jehovah is ever- 
lasting strength.” 

Isaiah 50:10, “Who is among you that 
feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice 
of his servant, that walketh in darkness, 
and hath no light? let him trust in the 
name of the Lord, and stay upon his 
God.” 

PULPIT:—And here are some special 
promises if we do: Psalms 31:19, “Oh, 
how great is thy goodness, which thou 
hast laid up for them that fear thee; 
which thou hast wrought for them that 
trust in thee before the sons of men!” 

Psalms 32:10, “Many sorrows shall 


be to the wicked: but he that trusteth 
in the Lord, mercy shall compass him 
about.” 

Psalms 34:22, “The Lord redeemeth 
the soul of his servants: and none of 
them that trust in him shall be deso- 
late.” 

Psalms 125:1, “They that trust in the 
Lord shall be as mount Zion, which can- 
not be removed, but abideth for ever.” 

Proverbs 29:25, “The fear of man 
bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his 
trust in the Lord shall be safe.” 

INTERLUCUTOR: — (Readers _Lis- 
tening) We have heard general refer- 
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ence concerning faith, some calls to 
trust, and certain promises if we do. 
Now would you readers give us excerpts 
from the faith chapter, responsively. 

LECTERN then PULPIT:—Hebrews 
11:1-10, 17-18, 24-25, 32-40. 

INTERLOCUTOR:—Let us enter in- 
to another period of meditation: 

Organ plays, “My Faith Looks Up To 
Thee” once through. 

Finale: Readers retire from stations, 
congregation is asked to rise, Inter- 
locutor leads in short prayer, then final 
hymn is sung, and Service concluded, 








Get Back Into the Game 
(From page 29) 

have known that judgment 

pending. So we have thrown ourselves 

into our old ways in one more desperate 

But it will not work. We only 


was im- 


attempt. 

hear again. 

“Those strong feet that followed, fol- 
lowed after. 

But with unhurrying chase, 

And unperturbed pace, 

Deliberate speed, majestic instancy, 

They beat, and a Voice beat 

More instant than the Feet— 

“All ae ag betray thee, who betrayest 
e. 

No, the forgiveness of God does not 
revise his laws nor change his will. But 
it restores us to fellowship and quick- 
ens our desire to live by his laws. This 
is a truth which need not be clouded by 
questions of whether we can know the 
will of God. The very heart of religious 
faith is that there is an Other whom to 
obey is life. Forgiveness gives us the 
chance to return to this high calling. 

Ill. 

It is probable that many of you com- 
ing to these closing moments would 
say, You have discussed in theory what 
forgiveness is. But after all, may this 
not be mere wishful thinking? How 
do you know that such forgiveness is 
really possible, that this is the kind of 
world which makes it so? Can you 
prove it is true? 

No, like so many great things, it 
must be a matter of a great faith. But 
this faith is not without solid ground- 
ing. 

For one thing, there is the testimony 
of the human spirit which says it is so. 
Most of us have an inescapable intuition 
that we are not alone in this human 
enterprise; that somehow we live and 
move under a Presence to whom we 
feel thankful, with whom in rare 
moments, we feel companionship. If we 
did not have this intuition of an Other 
we should not feel our guilt which 
prompts our interest in being forgiven! 

Again, you have the testimony of 
sincere souls who have found forgive- 
ness. We KNOW that lives have found 
liberation, restoration and peace. This 
we have seen! Use your own interpreta- 







“WHEN I MEDITATE 
ON THEE IN THE 
NIGHT WATCHES” 
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1,000,000 copies of The Upper Room for dis- 
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Like the blind 
“One thing I 
now I can 


tion. It is still true. 
man many have said, 
know, whereas I was blind, 
see.” 

Climaxing this, the life of Jesus 
stands as witness to the forgiving spirit 
in God. Ah, 
Jesus was only a man, a great teacher 
and prophet, but only a man. Then, if 
he were only man can God be less in 
character? Surely then God’s forgive- 
ness must exceed that of Jesus! 
see what limitless mercy was in the 
Master! If, on the other hand, with 
Christian history you say that God 
uniquely revealed Himself in Jesus then 
in this Galilean you have an open win- 
dow looking out upon the Eternal. What 
you see must surely bring you to say, 
“There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 

Like the wideness of the sea.” 

So, it is a faith, but not a blind one. 
It has profound support. 

I have been saving my text this morn- 
ing to the end, for it is one which leads 
to action. They are words of Jesus 
recorded in the ninth chapter of Mat- 
thew. When the paralyzed man was 
brought by his friends, Jesus, supreme 
physician of the soul, saw the trouble. 
Only forgiveness could “cleanse the 
stuffed bosom of that perilous stuff 
which weighs upon the heart.” His 
words have been words of eternal hope 
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* By EUGENE DINSMORE DOLLOFF 


D* Do.torF refused to surrender to the 

suggestion that the week-night meeting 
must go. Instead, he planned and worked 
to make his Thursday night service “grow” 
and “glow.” In telling how he and his 
people do this, he reveals how any pastor 
and church can save this meeting. 
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“Son, thy sins are forgiven 
thee ... Arise ... Go!” 

“The game’s only half over! Get 
back in the game!” 


ever since, 
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Charles G. Finney 


by William Linnaeus Ludlow* 


As evangelist, preacher, teacher and theologian Charles G. Finney 

marked well the nineteenth century. 1942 was the sesquicenten- 

nial of his birth. Professor Ludlow has had access to the splendid 

materials available in the library of Oberlin College and from 

these has given us this story of the man. It will appear in 
installments. 


INETEEN HUNDRED FORTY- 
N TWO marks the sesquicentennial 

of the birth of one of the great- 
est Christian evangelists of the last 
century. The early life of Charles 
G. Finney is a story of paradoxes. 
Although he used the revival method 
as the principal means of converting 
people to the Christian faith, he him- 
self was not changed by that means. 
Although his own home was one of the 
most Christian in America, he was not 
reared in a home of professing Christ- 
ians. As a teacher of theology he con- 
structed a system of religious thought 
for himself and did not rely upon the 
creeds and systems others tried to give 
him. Many teachers of theology, and 
certainly it was true in the nineteenth 
century, depended upon much formal! 
training in doctrine. But Finney had 
no such training; perhaps this fact 
partly explains how he developed and 
grew in grace with God. Finney’s life 
as a teacher, minister and college presi- 
dent of Oberlin, may be summed up in 
a sentence taken from his lecture en- 
titled “The Psychology of Faith.” 
“When we firmly trust in His person,” 
declared Finney, “and commit our souls 
to Him by an unwavering act of con- 
fidence in Him for all that He is af- 
firmed to be to us in the Bible, this is 
faith.” 

Charles G. Finney was born in War- 
ren, Litchfield County, Connecticut on 
August 29, 1792. His father was a 
farmer and a veteran of the Revolution- 
ary War. When Finney was two years 
of age, his parents moved to Oneida 
County, New York. The outdoor life 
on the farm gave Finney not only a 
strong body but also an appreciation of 
the life of the toiler. His formal edu- 
ecation—if it may be called that—in- 
cluded the one-room schoolhouse sub- 
jects and two years at Hamilton Oneida 
Institute at Clinton, New York. The 
principal of the Institute was Seth Nor- 
ton who later became professor of 
languages at Hamilton College. He 


*Muskingum College, New Concord, Ohio. 


was a lover of music and taught Finney 
to sing, to read music at sight, and to 
play the violin and bass viol or violin- 
cello as it is called today. 


About 1808 Finney’s parents moved 
to Henderson, on Lake Ontario, in Jef- 
ferson County, New York. Here for 
four years Finney taught school—two 
months in the summer and three months 
in the winter. He was greatly admired 
by the students for his interests and 
skills in many athletic sports. When 
the War of 1812 began, the residents 
of New York state feared invasion. Fin- 
ney went to Sackett’s Harbor to enlist 
in the navy. Here he found so many 
quarreling, cursing and drunken sailors 
that he changed his mind and went 
home. When he returned home, he de- 
cided to go to Warren, Connecticut and 
attend an academy or high school. Here 
he spent two years. It was his intention 
to enter Yale University but his teacher 
at the academy, who was a graduate of 
that institution, persuaded Finney that 
it would be a waste of time to go. He 
believed Finney could acquire by pri- 
vate study in two years what would 
normally be covered in four years at 
Yale. Following the advice of his 
teacher, Finney went to New Jersey 
where he taught for two years. He re- 
turned from time to time to Warren, 
Connecticut, to report the progress of 
his studies to his teacher. When Finney 
learned of his mother’s sickness he re- 
turned to New York state for he had 
planned to establish an academy with 
his teacher in the south. 

After some thought Finney decided 
to study law and, in 1818, he entered 
the office of Judge Benjamin Wright at 
Adams, New York. Wright was one of 
the best lawyers in the state and a good 
friend of Governor De Witt Clinton. 
For two years Finney read law and was 
admitted to the bar. During his period 
of study he took an active part in the 
work of the Masonic fraternity, a body 
which he later attacked. Until Finney 
attended school in Warren, Connecticut, 
he had never lived in a community 


where the church was regarded as an 
important part of a man’s life. In New 
Jersey Finney found the preaching was 
in German—a language which he did 
not understand. In latter life Finney 
described this period of his life in these 
words: “When I went to Adams to 
study law, I was almost as ignorant of 
religion as a heathen. I had been 
brought up mostly in the woods. I had 
little regard for the Sabbath, and had 
no definite knowledge of religious 
truth.” 


At Warren, Connecticut, Finney had 
heard the preaching of Peter Starr. 
He did not in any manner appeal to 
Finney. At Adams, New York, Finney 
met George W. Gale, a young grad- 
uate of Princeton, who was thoroughly 
imbued with a form of hyper-Cal- 
vinism. While the sermons of Gale did 
not convince Finney, his personal con- 
tacts with the young lawyer did have 
some effect upon him. He accepted the 
task of leading the church choir and 
used his talents for the building of in- 
spiring song services. If Gale did not 
convince young Finney through his 
sermons, he did arouse questions to the 
extent that he had his choir leader pur- 
chase at the age of twenty-nine the 
first Bible he ever had. 

The Conversion of Finney 

The conversion of Charles G. Finney 
ranks with some of the greatest in his- 
tory. It was not an easy decision for Fin- 
ney to make. If we believe the reports 
of his conversion given us by some of 
his own friends, it was a distinct sur- 
prise to them. An old lawyer who had 
heard of Finney’s conversion said: 
“There is nothing in it. It is just a 
practical joke. Finney is making sport 
of the Christian people in the place and 
is trying to see what he can make them 
believe.” Even his minister, Mr. Gale, 
refused to believe the report and 
thought it was untrue. The following 
day after his conversion Finney told a 
client who had employed him: “I have 
enlisted in the service of Christ and 
have a retainer to plead his cause. You 
must therefore seek another attorney 
to attend the suit.” 

There are two observations to be 
made concerning the conversion of Fin- 
ney. Finney’s struggle to find something 
of value in Christianity is not unlike 
the questioning which non-Christians 
today raise. The preaching of Mr. Gale 
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did not satisfactorily answer the doubts 
of Finney. Moreover Finney detected 
something unreal about the region of 
that parson. On one occasion Finney is 
reported to have said concerning a 
prayer meeting being conducted by the 
Rev. Gale: “I heard them pray contin- 
ually for the outpouring of the holy 
spirit, and as often confess that they 
did not receive what they asked for.” 
After another prayer service the choir- 
leading attorney declared: “I suppose 
that I need to be prayed for... but I 
do not see that it would do any good 
for you to pray for me; for you are 
continually asking, but you do not re- 
ceive. You have been praying for a re- 
vival of religion ever since I have been 
in Adams, and yet you have it not.” 

No doubt many readers of Church 
Management see in this observation of 
Finney the modern parallel of wishing 
and hoping but not of doing. Finney 
truly believed in that statement of the 
writer of the Epistle of James: “Be ye 
doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving your own selves.” We may 
take today the frank criticism which 
Finney gave concerning Gale’s preach- 
ing. This minister failed, as some do 
today by using phrases which have no 
meaning whatsoever in them or for 
their congregations. Finney was con- 
verted because at last he found an un- 
derstanding point of view about Christ- 
ianity. 

The other observation to be made 
concerning the conversion of Finney is 
that it was produced through a mental 
as well as spiritual struggle. Finney 
did not want any of his close friends to 
know that he read the Bible. He did 
not want anyone to know *that he was 
walking out to the edge of town in 
order to consider the question of being 
a Christian. Two simple acts formed 
the means of conversion. During this 
period of doubt he continued to read the 
Bible and to pray the best he knew 
how. Not even his minister was con- 
sulted, perhaps from past experiences 
he thought nothing could be given him. 
For three days and nights the struggle 
continued. Finally Finney was de- 
termined to come to a decision. Walk- 
ing to the edge of town Finney tells us 
that he said to himself: “I will give my 
heart to God or I never will come down 
from there.” Here in the silence of 
the woods he found it “so perfectly 
quiet . . . that it seemed as if all na- 
ture listened.” Returning to town and 
to the law office he felt a profound 
sense of peace in his soul. It was 
evening when he returned and dark in 
his office yet, as he relates the incident, 
“it appeared to me as if it were perfect- 
ly light. AsJI went in and shut the door 
...it seemed as if I met the Lord Jesus 
Christ face to face.” 
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Early Labors of Finney 

In the spring of 1882 Finney put 
himself under the care of the St. Law- 
rence presbytery of which Mr. Gale was 
a member. The presbytery urged the 
young man to go to Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary but he gave a quick 
reply in the negative. “I plainly told 
them,” he explained later “that I would 
not put myself under such an influence 
as they had been under; that I was 
confident they had been wrongly edu- 
cated, that they were not ministers that 
met my ideal...” After his licensure, 
Finney was asked to preach before the 
congregation in Mr. Gale’s church. He 
was a disappointment to Gale who re- 
marked that he was ashamed of having 
Finney as one of his theological stu- 
dents. 

No minister ever went forth to work 
with less expectation for success than 
did Charles G. Finney. After receiving 
his license to preach, he was com- 
missioned by the Female Missionary 
Society of the Western District of New 
York to preach for three months in 
Oneida County, New York. He divided 
his time between two churches which 
he vividly described in a letter to a 
friend: “The church was disheartened 
and hung their harps upon the willows. 
The dear Zion was robed in mourning 

. . Rebellion against the blessed God, 
under almost every form and in every 
shocking degree stalked aboard with 
unblushing front. ... My soul was sick 
and I commenced my labors amongst 
them with plain dealings and denounced 
the terrors of the Almighty against 
them for their impious wickedness and 
ruinous rejection of the gospel of God’s 
dear Son.” 

Finney’s preaching was like that of 

(Turn to page 36) 








CHRISTIAN 
LIFE SERIES 


Sunday School Literature 
following the 


Uniform Lesson Topics 


HELPS FOR ALL 
DEPARTMENTS 


Sample pack on application 
by Sunday School Officials 


Address 


GOSPEL PRESS 


Cleveland, Ohio 


UNION 


Box 6059 














“Praise the Lord 





} and pass the ammunition’? may 
be a great military slogan— 
but do you know that inany a 
pastor is just as enthusiastic 
over the money that his women’s 
organizations are making with 
“Miss America’ brooms. They 


are veritable gold mines. 
Hand this ad to the most 
active woman in your church 
and let her write today— 


H. R. SHOLLENBERGER 





DOESNT 
WINDSOR BROOM CO. 
bl Hamburg, Pa. 








(Mention this magazine, too) 











CLARKS “UDITYPE” 
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS 


OUTDOOR AND INDOOR 


SERVICE HONOR ROLLS | 


FOUR TYPES A VARIETY OF SilZE 


INNER BOARDS & LETTERS 


OR HOME MADE BULLET 
w L CLARK CO. Inc 
60 LAFAYETTE ST. NEW YORK 
SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 


seentiinass 
Est 1914 








36 


Charles G. Finney 

(From page 35) 
John Wesley. He describes his early 
labors in New York state in these 
words: “I preached out of doors. I 
preached in barns. I preached in school- 
houses. I preached nearly every night. 
I preached about two hours at a time. 
Before the six months were completed 
my health was entirely restored, my 
lungs were sound, and a glorious re- 
vival spread over all the region of coun- 
try.” Finney commenced his labors in 
New York state with poor health but 
he was soon so engrossed in his work 
that he regained his strength of his 
early youth. In fact the marriage of 
Finney illustrates how everything he 
thought or did centered about his 
preaching. 

Finney was married in October, 1824, 
to Miss Lydia Andrews, a young lady 
whose home was in Whitestown, Oneida 
County, New York. While Finney left 
his bride at home to make preparations 
for housekeeping, he went to Evans 
Mills to obtain transportation for his 
household goods. The revival interest 
was so great at Evans Mills that the 
neighborhod prevailed upon Finney to 
remain and preach. Before he realized 
the swift passing of time, he had re- 
mained a week. He wrote his wife that 
with her consent he would put off send- 
ing for her until “God seemed to open 
the way.” He remained through the 
winter at Evans Mills. In the spring 
he set out to get his wife. But the 
roads were slippery and he was com- 
pelled to stop at Le Rayville to have 
his horse’s shoes reset and sharpened. 
When the people learned that Finney 
was in town, they persuaded him to 
preach in the schoolhouse. Interest was 
so great in Finney’s preaching that he 
was compelled to remain. Consequently 
Finney had to send another person to 
proceed on the journey for Mrs. Finney. 

An interesting and humorous incident 
took place during Finney’s early labors 
in New York State. He was called while 
preaching near Antwerp, New York to 
a small country town named Sodom. 
Not knowing the name of the town Fin- 
ney chose as his text: “Up, get you out 
of this place; for the Lord will destroy 
this city.” He continued for two hours 
to preach the destruction of Sodom. 
The people began to get more and more 
angry as Finney spoke but finally one 
by one they began to come under the 
influence of the speaker. Because of 
another meeting Finney had to leave 
the place but the meeting continued in 
prayer until the next day. Then the 
group sent for Finney and he came 
back again to preach. 

The New Lebanon Convention 

For some time there had been a 
growing antagonism to the methods and 
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THE 1943 UNIVERSAL WEEK OF 

PRAYER, JANUARY 3-10, 1943 

Each year during the first full week 
of January there is a world-wide ob- 
servance of the Universal Week of 
Prayer. The dates are January 3-10. 
This week will be one of a global fel- 
lowship in prayer. This is a time, if 
ever, when the ministers and churches 
even ahine will want to make special 
plans for united prayer. 


The series of topics for next year has 


been prepared by Dr. Oscar Edward 
Maurer, one of the outstanding and best 
known preachers in New England, and 
pastor of the Center Church, New Hav- 
en, Connecticut. The theme about which 
the topics are written is, “Faith Giveth 
the Victory.” The seven daily topics 
under this theme, are— 

Sunday, January 3—“Appearance and 
Reality.” 

Monday, 
Faith?” 

Tuesday, January 5—“A Song in the 
Night.” 

Wednesday, 
ors of Faith.” 

Thursday, 
that Impels.” 

Friday, January 8—“Faith Plus.” 

Sunday, January 10—“The Faithful 
God.” 

Helen Keller said recently, “A name- 
less dark is settling down over our 
world.” How true. The darkness seems 
more impenetrable than ever before, be- 
cause it is a projection, not only of 
war, but also of a rapid world upheaval. 
Yeasting forces are at work. Christians 
need to pray. They need to pray united- 
ly in all communities right across 
America. How better could any group 
of ministers and churches start the 
New Year? The question is often 
asked, “How can the Church adequate- 
ly gird herself for these testing days? 
Primarily through prayer, for prayer 
at its best is the effective identification 
of the individual or the group with a 
God of Power. Only the power of God 
can steady us and give us strength in 
this crisis. 

The Universal Week of Prayer book- 
lets may be ‘ordered from: The Depart- 
ment of Evangelism, 297 Fourth Ave- 
nue, New York, N. Y. at the rate of 
& cents per single copy and 2 cents 
each in quantities, postpaid. 


January 4—‘“Flight or 


January 6—“‘The Anch- 


January 7—“The Faith 





preaching of Finney. During the 
progress of the work in Oneida County 
a friend and coworker of Finney wrote 
in a letter dated May 11, 1826: “The 
work of God moves forward in power, 
in some places against dreadful op- 
position. Mr. Finney and I have been 
both hanged in effigy. We have fre- 
quently been disturbed in our religious 
meetings. Sometimes the opposers 
make a noise in the house of God; some- 
times they gather round the house and 
stone it, and discharge guns. There 
is almost as much writing, intrigue, and 
lying, and reporting of lies, as there 
would be if we were on the eve of a 
presidential election. Oh, what a world. 
How much it hates truth. How unwill- 
ing to be saved. But I think the work 
will go on.” 

The work did go on in spite of op- 
position. Finney was charged by his 


ministerial brethern of being harsh and 
rude in the pulpit. Some said he was 
irreverent in his prayers. Others de- 
clared he advertised his meetings by 
means of sensational handbills. The 
most active opponent to Finney’s work 
was William R. Weeks, the minister 
of a Congregational Church at Paris 
Hill, New York. He was unable to im- 
press the members of the presbytery 
and withdrew to organize the Oneida 
Association. At a meeting of the Pres- 
bytery of Oneida, held at Whites- 
borough, on September 8, 1826, a com- 
mittee was appointed to report on the 
status of revivals within its jurisdic- 
tional bounds. In the committee’s re- 
port Finney was described as the chief 
promotor of revivals. He was described 
in the report as a man who possessed 
“a discriminating and_ self-balanced 
mind; has a good share of courage and 
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decision; is frank and magnanimous in 
his deportment, ardent and persevering 
in the performance of the duty of his 
office.” 

Although the report of the presbytery 
referred to false reports circulated 
concerning Finney and other evangel- 
opposition continued. Lyman 
Asahel Nettleton 


among those who believed that Finney’s 


ists, 


Beecher and were 


methods were bad. The misapprehen- 
sions of Dr. Nettleton were shared by 
so many in New England and elsewhere 
that a number of representative Pres- 
byterian and Congregational ministers, 
including both the friends and oppon- 
ents of Mr. Finney, at the invitation of 
Lyman Abbott and N. S. S. Beman, 
met at New Lebanon, New York, to 
consider certain differences of opinion 
which were “supposed to exist among 
themselves and their brethren in re- 
spect to revivals of religion.” The con- 
vention met at the house of Mr. Betts 
on Wednesday July 18, 1827 and, with 
the exception of Sunday, continued in 
session until Thursday, July 26, when 
it was dissolved. While this meeting 
was in no sense an ecclesiastical court, 
it did vindicate through its delibera- 
tions the contentions of Mr. Finney. His 
methods were not as crude as was 
charged. The subject of these discus- 
sions came up at the Presbyterian Gen- 
eral Assembly held the following May, 
1828, in Philadelphia, and a truce was 
signed which wiped from the slate all 
further publication of pamphlets and 
pro and con discussions on the sub- 
ject of revivals. 
The New York City Pastorate 

For more than ten years Charles G. 
Finney labored incessantly as_ an 
evangelist. With only few days or 
week’s rest during the entire period, 
Finney began to fail in health. He had 
now three children and found it dif- 
ficult to take them about the country. 
He accordingly accepted the call to a 
pastorate in New York City. Lewis 
and Arthur Tappan, David Hale and 
others leased the Chatham Street 
Theatre for a church. When the owner 
was approached, he was very much sur- 
prised to learn that a church was be- 
ing planned for one of the most vice 
ridden areas of the city. “You mean 
to make a c-h-u-r-c-h here?” Mr. 
Blanchard, the lessee, inquired. Upon 
being assured that this was their pur- 
pose, he said, “You may have it and 
I will contribute a thousand dollars to- 
wards it.” 

In addition to the preaching services 
at the Chatham Street Chapel, Bible 
classes were formed; prayer meetings 
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instituted; Bibles and religious litera- | 


ture circulated; shops, stores, saloons, 
and offices were visited, and their pat- 


rons were invited to attend services. 


The first man to kneel in the prayer | 


meeting room which was formerly the 
bar room of the theatre was an actor 
who gave this prayer: “The last time I 
was here Thou knowest that I was a 
wicked actor on this stage. O Lord, 
have mercy upon me.” 

The summer following the beginning 
of his labors in New York City, the 
city was visited with a scourge of 
cholera. Finney, like a good minister 
of the gospel, never closed his church 
in summer, and labored so hard that 
he fell victim of the disease. He was 
unable to carry on in his usual zealous 
manner until the next spring. However, 
his workers carried on. The member- 
ship had increased in such numbers 
that another church was formed on 
Madison and Catherine Streets. The 
Chatham Street Chapel continued to be 
the scene of his revivalistic work. 

In his autobiography Finney gives an 
interesting picture of his labors in New 
York City in these words: “When I first 
went to Chatham Street Chapel, I in- 
formed the brethren that I did not wish 
to fill up the house with Christians 
from other churches, as my object was 
to gather from the world. I wanted to 
secure the conversion of the ungodly to 
the utmost possible extent. We there- 
fore gave ourselves to labor for that 
class of persons, and by the blessing of 
God, with good success. . . . When l 
left New York, I think, we had seven 
free churches, whose members were 
laboring with all their might to secure 
the salvation of souls. They were sup- 
ported mostly by collections, that were 
taken up from Sabbath to Sabbath... . 
A more harmonious, prayerful, and ef- 
ficient people, I never knew, than were 
the members of those free churches.” 
(Concluding installment will appear in 

the February issue) 
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Preachers and Preaching 


The Servant of the Word by Herbert 
H. Farmer. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 
152 pages. $1.50. 

The reader’s appreciation for this 
book started slowly with the first chap- 
ter. Dr. Farmer believes in the pri- 
macy of preaching. It is the basic thing 
in Christianity. It stands ahead of 
worship, of acts of healing. It bears 
witness to the saving power of the gos- 
pel. The reading of the first pages led 
the reviewer to feel that perhaps here 
is another authority who is seeking to 
eliminate all pastoral and executive 
tasks as the clergyman studies and 
preaches. 

The first fears are dispelled, however, 
as the reader gets more fully in the 
book. The author includes a great 
many necessary activities under the 
head of preaching. The minister con- 
tinues his sermon as he goes into his 
parish in the days which follow its de- 
livery. 

There is the best of advice in the fol- 
lowing: 

“Those who have what are called 
‘pulpit gifts’ will suffer great loss of 
power if their preaching is not sur- 
rounded by those more direct and per- 
sonal relations which are part of a 
faithful pastoral ministry exercised 
over a number of years. And to suc- 
cumb to the temptation to rely on your 
pulpit powers to make up for deficiency 
on the pastoral side is fatal.” 

The sermon with Dr. Farmer is first, 
but worship and pastoral oversight are 
given important positions. There is lit- 
tle in this book of the atmosphere of 
machines and shops, labor unions and 
economic discussions in which Ameri- 
can sermons are created. But where 
the writer does touch contemporary life 
he gives every evidence of being fa- 
miliar with it. 

Dr. Farmer presents the modern 
viewpoint which is swinging away from 
the social and intellectual liberalism of 
the past generation back to the gospel 
Biblical authority and here, indeed, he 
is a reliable leader. 

W. H. L. 


The Pastor as a Personal Counselor, 
A Manual of Pastoral Theology by Car! 
J. Schindler, Muhlenberg Press. 147 
pages. $1.25. 

So much has been written in recent 
years about pastoral counseling that it 
is hard to say anything new on this 
subject, but this little book is the best 
brief treatment of this topic that has 
come to the reviewer’s attention. While 
making no claim to originality, Mr. 
Schindler nevertheless makes numerous 
wise suggestions that are not usually 


found in the more technical books in 
this field. His analysis of the signicance 
of psychiatry and psycho-analysis is 
especially lucid, concise, and discerning. 


It is the thesis of this volume that 
“the minister on the basis of his under- 
standing of the Christian religion must 
be an expert in the field of human re- 
lationships.” The functions of the 
minister in the sickroom, as a marriage 
counselor, and as a human relations ex- 
pert are wisely discussed. There is a 
particularly helpful chapter on The 
Therapeutic Value of Group Experi- 
ence. Other chapters deal with The 
Pastor’s Personality, How People Dif- 
fer, Psychological Types, and How the 
Minister Helps. 


While some may feel that the au- 
thor’s treatment of this or that phase 
of pastoral counseling is too brief and 
sketchy, this little book merits a wide 
reading and will be especially helpful 
to young ministers. 

J. CP. 


The Desires of A Religious Man by 
Donald H. Tippett. Fleming H. Revell 
Company. 153 pages. $1.50. 


The author of this volume is minister 
of the First Methodist Church of Los 
Angeles, California. These sermon-es- 
says on the Lord’s Prayer were pre- 
pared for publication from the notes 
used in preaching of the sermons in 
which form they first appeared. These 
essays are not the polished word of the 
author but rather they are the utter- 
ance of a preacher as he tries to min- 
ister to his people from week to week 
in a parish of nearly five thousand 
members, 


When Jesus taught his disciples to 
pray, he gave them what Saint Thomas 
Aquinas called a “list of perfect de- 
sires” and it is these “perfect desires” 
that Dr. Tippett explores and interprets. 
In eight chapters the author considers 
the desires of a religious man. for sig- 
nificance, for securitv, to worship, for 
brotherhood, for food, for forgiveness, 
and for divine leadership. Dr. Tippett 
comes to his subject with a deep ap- 
preciation of man’s nature and _ his 
struggles. He leads his readers into 
these subjects with the use of religious 
poetry but never lulls them to sleep 
with unreal or soothing statements of 
piety. Like the Lord’s Praver itself 
these sermon-essays are simple 2nd di- 
rect yet spiritually satisfying. The re- 
viewer. if he had to select one chapter 
as the best, would find it a difficult task 
but might choose The Desire for Sig- 
nificance. 


This is a book to be read and reread 
for comfort and for contemplation of 
the Christian way of life, for it will be 


found at all times radiant and cheering. 
It will fill the busy pastor with a new 
spirit in these times of war. 

Wa Ty 


Through All the Seasons Stories to 
Tell Young Folks, by Ivan Welty. 
Fleming H. Revell Company. 186 pages. 
$1.50. 

On the jacket of this volume it is 
stated that here are “fifty-two rousing 
character-building stories for young 
listeners, with a special story for each 
of the principal holidays.’’ While there 
are only forty-four stories in the book, 
they are charmingly and effectively told 
and are remarkably free from the too 
obvious moralizing that mars so many 
spoken and written story-talks. The 
stories for New Year’s Day, Valentine’s 
Day, Fathers’ Day, Labor Day, and 
Christmas are especially good. Many 
of the stories for other than special 
days are of equal value. While not all 
of these little narratives will lend them- 
selves equally well to pulpit use, this 
will be a helpful and suggestive book 
for ministers, church school teachers, 
and parents. 

The author is a_ well-known con- 
tributor to the New Century Leader and 
to the International Journal of Religious 
Education. 

oe Oe 


The Bible 


The Bible Is Human by Louis Wallis. 
Columbia University Press. 330 pages. 
$2.50. 

This volume is the final one of a 
trilogy, the first having come in 
1912 as a Sociological Study of the 
Bible, the second, God and the Social 
Process, in 19385. 

Louis Wallis deserves well at the 
hands of practical Christians, for his 
fight against obscurantist dogmatics 
which would take God out of the social 
process. 


Really, this should be a “must” book, 
alongside of MacWilliams’ recent [JIl 
Fares the Land. Far more urgent mat- 
ter than dogmatic disputations is before 
the house, more important to America 
than ever before, as MacWilliams 
shows; a situation before which the 
winning or losing of the war, even, 
goes to second place. Dr. Odum of 
Chapel Hill has been putting this truth 
to the fore for some time. That matter 
is the displacement of the base of 
America’s population from the land, to 
become modern slaves, as migrants or 
some kindred thing. 

Jehovah versus Baal: human rights 
and the use of land and property for 

(Turn to page 40) 
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highly: the experienced preacher 





240 Helpful Pages 


OBSERVING SPECIAL DAYS. 


THE CROSS. PRESENTING THE 


Planning a Year's Pulpit Work 
The New Book by ANDREW Ww. BLACKWooD 


“Even a preaching genius has some way of planning for the pulpit.’ A// ministers will value this book 


be enabled to check and improve his methods; the younger 


preacher will find necessary aid in formulating and executing an effective plan. The author divides the 
Christian year into four sections and aids the minister in choosing series and courses of sermons in each 
quarter, suggesting appropriate sermon texts, themes, and titles. 

The Chapters: MAKING THE PLAN. 
HISTORY. PREACHING CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL. STRESSING 
RISEN LORD. PREACHING BIBLE ETHICS. USING CHURCH 


FINDING GOD IN BIBLE 


$2 HISTORY. MEETING LIFE SITUATIONS. ADOPTING THE PLAN. 





Sermons from Revelation 


; ; ion’s calyptic mes- 
Clovis G. Chappell Revelation’s apoc fang a 


sage lives in 
sermons! At a time when world conflict stimulates 
misinterpretation of prophetic Biblical literature, Dr. 
Chappell’s sound exegetical reflections will be appre- 
ciated. 
Some of the Themes: THe Lost BLesstnc. VICTORY 


Over CIRCUMSTANCES. THE RICH CHURCH. [HE 


CuurcH AT SATAN’s CAPITAL. THE CONQUERING 
CuurcH. THE Destroyers Destroyep. How THEY 
$1.50 


Won. FInAv VICTORY. 





The Harvest of the Spirit 


Eugene Austin Here are strong pleas for a 
return to a more spiritual life, 


buttressed by sound texts and solid exposition, ap- 
plications to modern life situations, wide use of 
biography, history, and literature. The illustrative 
material is alive, readable—quotable! 


Some of the Sermons: THE GREAT ENCOUNTER. CHRIST 
AND Crisis. WHAT Gop Dogs IN TRAGEDY. PRELUDE 
IN DARKNESS. A TRINITY OF SUFFOCATION. AN IN- 
TERIM FAITH. ‘TRADE WINDS OF THE Spirit. A SER- 
MON FOR VALLEY-DWELLERS. ‘THE HARVEST OF THE 
SPIRIT—GENTLENESS. $1.50 





Abundant Living E. Stanley Jones 


Christendom’s foremost Christian has written this book for 
all Christendom! A dynamic, inspirational book, it begins 
where the people are. 
Abundant Living imparts mental and spiritual maturity so des- 
perately needed in a time which has destroyed our complacency. 
Abundant Living furnishes to Christian ministers and religious 
leaders vital resources for counseling and pastoral leadership. 
Page after page contains vital illustrations and “sermon hearts. 
Size, 414x6”—Warren’s Thintext (Bible) Paper—38+ Pages— 
aes Only $1 


The Philosophy of the Christian 
World Mission Edmund D. Soper 


The impact of the new world must not find Christian missions 
unprepared! Dr. Soper outlines clearly the foundations on 
which the mission enterprise is based and the principles by 
which it is guided. This fresh interpretation of the constant 
purpose and aim of the great Christian mission is must reading! 
Some of the Chapters: THE PRESENT SITUATION. JESUS CHRIST 
AND THE Wor.tpD Mission. PAUL THE MIssIONARY. ‘THE CHRIS- 
TIAN MIssION IN A Mopern Worip. THE MuIssioNARY MOTIVE. 
Aims AND MetuHops. THE Woripd MIssioN AND NATIONALISM. 
MISSIONS AND THE ECUMENICAL CHURCH. THE KINGDOM OF 


Gop. $2.50 


@,°@ ~ 
Personalities of the Passion 
Leslie D. Weatherhead One of England’s greatest 
y preachers considers the main 


characters in the story of Calvary. Intimate personal sermon- 
sketches of those close to Jesus in His Last Week make a fitting 
background for a re-reading of the most poignant story in all 
history. 

The Personalities: Peter. JupAS. CAIAPHAS. HeErop. BARAB- 
BAS. SIMON OF CYRENE. MARY THE MOTHER OF JESUS. LoNGINUS. 
DisMAS. JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA. CLEOPAS OF EMMAUS. $1.50 





e 
Christian Symbolism Thomas A. 
Written with particular regard for the evangelical 


Stafford ular r 
churches, this book is a rich treasury of beauty, in- 
formation, and inspiration. Against an historical setting, the 
book describes Christian symbols and art forms, explains their 
spiritual significance, and gives numerous suggestions for an 
intelligent and reverent use of them. 
Some of the Chapters: SymBots, SYMBOLISM AND SyYMBOLICS. 
SYMBOLS OF THE GODHEAD. SYMBOLS OF CHRIST’S SUFFERING. 
SYMBOLIC STARS. SYMBOLS OF DocTRINES AND IDEAS. SYMBOLS 
OF New TESTAMENT CHARACTERS. SYMBOLISM OF A CHURCH. 
CoLor. $2 


Victorious Suffering Carl A. Glover 


The present-day problem of suffering is squarely met in this 
challenging study. It will help many over the high “mountain 
of misery.” Here, necessary suffering as a part of existence 
strikes a new note. Victorious Suffering is a worthwhile, provo- 
cative book! 
The Chapters: Sources oF SUFFERING. How MEN MEET SUFFER- 
ING. ACHIEVING TRIUMPHANT CONFIDENCE. THE SUFFERER 
Looks AT THE Cross. ALTRUISTIC SUFFERERS. VICARIOUS SUF- 
FERERS. Gop’s VOICE IN THE Cross. INDIVIDUAL GAINS FROM 
SUFFERING. SOCIAL GAINS FROM SUFFERING. BEYOND THE VEIL. 

$1 


The Pastor's Ideal Funeral 
Manual Nolan B. Harmon, Jr., Compiler 


The rich materials of this book include: Historic Liturgies; 
hymns, poems, prose meditations; selected Scriptures; prayers; 
well-arranged funeral sermon outlines. It will aid in the plan- 
ning of funeral services full of beauty, dignity, and comfort. 
Intimate counsel is given for the pastor’s ministry to the be- 
reaved. Selected material for groups of various ages is care- 
fully arranged, while the widely varied materials are indexed, 
so that Scripture Selections, Authors, Poems, and Hymns may be 
immediately located. Pocket size. $1.50 





At Your Bookstore! 
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Book Reviews 


(From page 38) 

human rather than privileged’ interests, 
that was the leading issue of Old Testa- 
ment movements. Baal concentrated 
the latter in his theology. Through the 
furnace-purification of national destruc- 
tion and exile, the Jewish people won 
through to the Jehovah concept, giving 
the purest theology as a basis of later 
Christianity, with a moral and ethical 
content that is, alas, too often honored 
by violation. Such churches and theolo- 
gians who separate God from the 
social process are far more dangerous 
atheists than those who preach nega- 
tively variant dogmatics. 


The author is a bit optimistic as to 
the general and enduring conquest by 
the Jehovah doctrine of our land, in 
contrast with Central Europe. The Baal 
process, also in rapid progress here, 1s 
casting great shadows upon this western 
scene. Even so, this volume is doing 
brave spade-work where it is greatly 


needed. J. F.C. G. 


Paul’s Ways in Christ by Egbert W. 
Smith, Fleming H. Revell Company. 
152 pages. $1.50. 

This is a book written by one of the 
most outstanding men in the Presby- 
terian Church U. S. It comes out of 
his ripened experience and knowledge. 
For 55 years he has served as pastor, 
evangelist, Home Mission Superintend- 
ent and Executive Secretary of Foreign 
Missions. Having come to the age of 
retirement, he offered his services to 
the Foreign Missions Committee as 
Field Secretary and has been doing 
more preaching than usual. 

This is a book every minister and 
church worker will find helpful. It was 
a blessing to the reviewer. It gives 
one a thrill over the great gospel, makes 
him want to be a better soul-winning 
preacher, and do more for the Lord. 

Dr. Smith has gone through the 
epistles of Paul and gleaned teachings 
on Humility, Faith, Love, Christian Giv- 
ing, Victorious Living, etc. It is written 
in a challenging style, illustrated and 
applied through his fruitful ministry. 
Though there are many books about 
Paul, “the greatest Christian, the great- 
est Missionary, the greatest Christian 
Worker,” this book is unique, fascinat- 
ing and will find a wide ae 


B. R. 


And Behold the Camels Were Coming 
by Edward Cuyler Kurtz. Zondervan 
Publishing Company. 332 pages. $1.98. 

This is a book written by a layman 
who as a boy was captivated by the 
saying, And Behold the Camels Are 
Coming. It is a narrative about Re- 
bekah a type of the Church, Isaac a 
type of Christ, Abraham a type of God, 
the Father and the Servant as a type of 
the Holy Spirit. It is written in easy 
style, the result of twenty years of 
study by a travelling salesman “court- 
ing Rebekah in a thousand stops at the 
side of the road.’ Now, though retired, 
he gathers his notes and writes this in- 
teresting devotional book, that may en- 
rich your life and give you new visions 
of hope and comfort. 

Dr. Gaebelein writes the foreword 
and says, “This splendid work may be 
looked upon as an excellent guide, a 
key to unlocking the riches of prophetic 
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prediction. He has embellished the story 
in a rich way yet he has not overdrawn 
that blessed and pleasing picture of the 
camels coming, of the work of the Holy 
Spirit in gathering the bride.” 

ZS, Re, 


Religious Thought 


Invitation to Pilgrimage by John 
Baillie. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 134 
pages. $1.50. 


Keen, logical and convincing is John 
Baillie, professor of theology in the 
University of Edinburgh. Believing 
that there are many in the intellectual 
world who should be invited to become 
Christians he has given himself the 
task of persuading them that the Chris- 
tian philosophy comes nearer answer- 
ing the problems of life than any other. 
He believes that one has a right to 
doubt, to debate and to discuss and re- 
pudiates that swing to authority in re- 
ligion which asks one to desert his abil- 
ity to reason. He is not a disciple of 
Kirkegaard nor Barth. 


But, as every one must, Professor 
Baillie does start with some authority. 
He finds the basis of Christian faith 
in conscience which to him is God. He 
lays a great deal of emphasis upon the 
time in his childhood when a higher 
authority than parent took control of 
him and forced him to challenge par- 
ental decisions. That authority, he in- 
sists, is God. 


Having accepted this, one follows 
easily his concluding chapters where he 
discusses the Christian life, immortal- 
ity and the church. Of course this re- 
viewer accepts it and finds his own 
convictions strengthened by the book. 
If one challenges this one premise he 
may have difficulty with the rest of 
the argument. 


Outside of the “invitation” feature 
of the book it makes a further contribu- 
tion in its challenge of the pessimistic 
authoritarian theology which has had 
its rise parallel with the rise of the dic- 
tator state. It is good to have one of 
Dr. Baillie’s strength to proclaim a re- 
ligion based on reason and experience. 

W. H. L. 


Redemption and Revelation by H. 
Wheeler Robinson. Harper & Brothers. 
320 pages. $3.00. 

Here is the third of a great trilogy 
from the hand of the brilliant English 
scholar, Dr. H. Wheeler Robinson, prin- 
cipal of Regent Park College, Oxford. 
American students of theology have 
read with increasing interest his The 
Christian Doctrine of Man and The 
Christian Experience of the Holy Spirit 
and have awaited with eagerness this 
concluding work which fittingly crowns 
the series. 

The author shows that there are at 
least five characteristics of history 
which the Christian interpretation of it 
claims to discern: (1) the creative ac- 
tivity of history, (2) its actuality, (3) 
its values, (4) its subjective factor and 
the consequent transformation of mean- 
ing, and (5) the inclusion of its tem- 
poral events within an eternal order. 

Redemption and Revelation are taken 
together in this study, the author im- 
plies, because they are regarded as dif- 
ferent aspects of the actuality of his- 
tory. In the decade since his last book 


appeared Dr. Robinson has been investi- 
gating with thoroughness the contribu- 
tions of psychology to the understand- 
ing of religious experience. His per- 
tinent conclusion is that all that man 
has done needs redemption, but not only 
that; what he is must be redeemed as 
well. Such a redemption, actual in 
history, will at once constitute the su- 
preme revelation of God. 


Divine purpose finds a new achieve- 
ment, for the retiring Oxford principal, 
in the exercise of human freedom. But 
when this freedom is abused man is 
helpless to atone and so requires divine 
redemption. The actual historical re- 
demption of man in Christ supplies the 
supreme revelation of God whihc be- 
comes the cardinal factor in changing 
the hearts and lives of men. 


This splendid volume from the 
Harper Library of Constructive The- 
ology is no milk for babes but com- 
mands the attention of serious students 
of theology. Together with the two 
preceding volumes from Dr. Robinson’s 
hand it forms a well rounded scholarly 
theological system of conservative tone. 

R. W. A. 


A Realistic Philosophy of Religion by 
A. Campbell Garnett. Willett, Clark & 
Company. 3831 pages. $3.00. 


The author of this volume was born 
in Australia and was trained and or- 
dained as a minister of the Disciples of 
Christ on that continent. He did post- 
doctoral research at the Universities of 
London and Edinburgh. After coming 
to the United States he taught at But er 
University, Transylvania University 
and at present is Associate Professor of 
Philosophy at the University of Wis- 
consin. Dr. Garnett’s most important 
work has been done in this country. Of 
his three previous books—IJnstinct and 
Personality, the Mind in Action, and 
Reality and Value—the two last-named 
were written in this country. 


The primary purpose of the book is 
to present an original analysis and in- 
terpretation of religion, which as to 
both theory and practice, the author be- 
lieves to be particularly pertinent to 
the distressing problems of our day. 
The book is divided into three parts 
with an epilogue. Part one is devoted 
exclusively to analysis. It endeavors to 
discover the distinctive features and es- 
sential structure of religion as a living 
personal and social phenomenon. The 
second part seeks to give an interpreta- 
tion of practice. Here the author at- 
tempts to show the place of religious 
activity in the moral life and to dis- 
cover whether God’s immanence implies 
his transcendence and whether the na- 
ture of the universe and of God provides 
any basis for the belief in immortality. 
The third part of the book has for its 
purpose the interpretation of theory. 
Here the author considers the nature 
of God and man. The Epilogue, which 
is entitled The Christian Faith, forms 
the author’s summary of a liberal view 
of Christianity. 


The book is written, throughout with 
a simplicity that clarifies complex and 
abstract theories. It is written for a 
textbook for courses in the philosophy 
of religion. It would repay any church- 
man or minister to read this optimistic 
study which rearms our belief in God. 

W. L. L. 
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The Road To Fulfillment by Benjamin 
Rush. Harper & Brothers. 225 pages. 
Price $1.50. 

The author of this volume, who is 
chairman of the board of directors of 
the Insurance Company of North Amer- 
ica, presents in this study a discussion 
of methods and practices of what he 
calls spiritual laws which lead to hap- 
piness and fulfillment. The thesis of 
this book is that mankind’s experiences 


provide ample indication that there are 


spiritual laws operating within the uni- 
verse, and that they operate just as sys- 
tematically as the more easily recogniz- 
able material laws. If this may be as- 
sumed, the author points out the extent 
to which a person understands the laws 
of the spirit and how they may govern 
our lives. 

There are twenty-one leading spirit- 
ual laws of the universe through which 
man may obtain dominion over his en- 
vironment, secure contentment and fol- 
fillment of his life. If there is obedience 


to these laws, man will fit himself for | 


progress in the world of the spirit. 


These twenty-one spiritual laws form an | 


interesting summary of religious life 
and practice. The universe, according 
to the author, may be guided by the 
laws of love, faith, works, unity, truth, 
spiritual communion, wisdom, thought, 
new birth, progress, prayer, repentence 
and forgiveness, meekness, peace, judg- 
ments, service, attraction, reward, non- 
resistance, cause and consequence, and 
immortality. This codification has been 
prepared by a layman who has been a 
life-long student of the Bible, a success- 
ful business man, and a keen observer 
of human life. While some of the in- 
terpretations of the author may not 
meet the approval of certain scholars 
of the New Testament, nevertheless 
this book is interesting, unique and very 
thought-provoking. 
W. L. L. 


Motives for Christian Living by Wil- 
liam P. King. Harper & Brothers. 178 
pages. $1.50. 

The author has had a share as edi- 
tor or writer in a number of books deal- 


ing directly with Christian living and | 


thinking. In this volume he concerns 
himself once more with conduct and 
knowledge—and the gap between them. 
After a brief treatment of conventional 
ethics by way of introduction his book 
divides itself into two parts—six chap- 
ters on the ethical ideals of Christianity 
and six chapters on the motive power 
for the good life. In clear and concise 
sentences reinforced with many apt 
quotations he expounds the Christian 
message about life. Step by step, in 
non-theological language, the author 
leads his readers to the supreme issues 
with which theology deals. This is a 
book admirably adapted for the younger 
generation among college and seminary 
students and, in fact, for anyone who 
does some earnest thinking about the 
Christian faith. 
pee 


Christian Living 


The Practice of the Christian Life by 
Edwin Lewis. Westminster Press. 151 
pages. $1.00. 

This book by the professor of theolo- 
gy at Drew seminary and one of Meth- 
odism’s leading theologians is written 
“out of the conviction that Christian 

(Turn to next page) 
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Chosen by the Religious Book Club 


‘Liberal Theology: 


An Appraisal 


Essays in Honor of Eugene W. Lyman 


Edited by David E. Roberts 
and Henry P. Van Dusen 


A thorough and reliable explanation of what Liberal Chris- 


tianity is, what its history has been, its present position in a 
chaotic world, and its future tasks. The sixteen notable con- 
tributors to the volume include Walter M. Horton, William 


Ernest Hocking, A. C. McGiffert, Jr., Rufus M. Jones, 


John 


C. Bennett, Henry Sloane Coffin, D. C. MacIntosh, and Wil- 


liam Adams Brown. 


Religion in Colonial 
America by W. W. Sweet 


“This Religious Book Club se- 
lection is a first rate, informa- 
tive, and interesting story of one 
of the most fascinating periods 
in American history.”—Church- 
man. 


The Servant of the 
Word by H. H. Farmer 


A masterly book on preaching 
which approaches its subject 
from a timely and original 
angle.“One of the most valuable 
books I have ever read.”—Henry 
Sloane Coffin. $1.50 


Jesus In the Light of 
History by A. T. Olmstead 


“Few lives of Jesus have pre- 
sented Him so vividly...The 
portrait is clear cut and life- 
like.”—Christian Century. $2.75 


CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS 


$3.00 





$2.50 


Personal Religion 
by D. C. Macintosh 


An illuminating, scholarly and 
invigorating discussion of the 
elements that establish a strong 
faith within individuals and 
through them within society. 
$3.00 


alae And How 
Your Morale: to Build It 


by Austin Pardue 


“A fascinatingly human book, 
the expression of a man who 
really cares for people and has 
a gift for helping them to be 
their best selves.”—Religious 


Book Club Bulletin. $1.50 


Invitation to 
Pilgrimage 
by John Baillie 


A clear and convincing state- 
ment of the 
tian belief. “Specifically related 


grounds of Chris- 
to the human issues which be- 


set mankind today.”—Religious 


Book Club Bulletin. $1.50 
NEW YORK 
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The Way to Peace 


A Basis for the Peace to Come, a 
symposium. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 
152 pages. $1. 

The Road to Victory by Archbishop 
Francis J. Spellman. Charles Scribner’s 
Sons. 131 pages. $1.75. 

These two volumes review well to- 
gether since they deal with the war sit- 
uation and the peace. The first book is 
a symposium made up of a Protestant 
bishop, a Presbyterian layman, a mis- 
sionary, two representatives of the 
League of Nations and a Chinese am- 
bassador. The second book is by an 
archbishop of the Catholic church and 
might weil follow in the train of the 
symposium. 


A Basis for the Peace to Come is 
made up of the Mennick-McDowell Lec- 
tures for 1942 of the Ohio Wesleyan 
University. The lecturers are, Bishop 
Francis J. McConnell of the Methodist 
church, John Foster Dulles, a layman, 
William Paton, of the World Council of 
Churches, Leo Pasvolsky, assistant to 
the Secretary of State, Hu Shih, Chinese 
ambassador to the United States and 
Carl Hambro, president of the Nor- 
wegian Parliament. 


Such a discussion is timely. While 
we are working hard to win the war 
it is well to know what to do with the 
victory if and when we get it; to insure 
that this time it will be a peace and 
not merely an amistice. 

Bishop McConnell brings the chapter, 
“The Church Must Face It.” He aptly 
states that it is something of a phenom- 
enon in the world’s history that we are 
discussing what to do with victory when 
we get it. The church must face change 
He says, “In a world where after the 
war everything will be changed whether 
we like it or not, the church itself must 
inevitably change.” And since it is 
true that never since time began have 
the majority of the earth’s inhabitants 
lain down to rest at night having 
known the satisfaction of enough to eat, 
“the best way the church can dea] with 
the postwar materialism of scarcity will 
be to move positively toward the social 
control of wealth, with the old ortho- 
doxy of the sacredness of monopoly in 
private hands cast out as a thing ac- 
cursed, with the deliberate aim and at- 
tempt at a wider distribution of ma- 
terial goods.” 

Dulles’ lecture is “Toward World 
Order.” He argues toward some system 
that exercises world-wide jurisdiction. 
That the League, Federal Union, the 
Hague all embody concepts that are 
vital. He states that the world order 
should require legislative, executive and 
judicial branches. 

Paton talks on, “The Ecumenical 
Church and World Order.” His thought 
rests upon the necessity of a victory 
for the United Nations. The use of 
force is necessary and the problem for 
the Christian is not the elimination of 
force but the regulation of it. He also 
states that while he is wholehearted for 
political and economic planning, for 
which work we need the very best 
brains the world has to offer, neither 
political planning nor economic recon- 
struction touches the heart of the prob- 


lem. There is a spiritual depth to be 
plumbed. 

Pasvolsky speaks on “The Problem of 
Economic Peace After the War.” He 
does not deal with the machinery of 
economic adjustment but the types of 
action involved in the creation of such 
machinery. “If we wish to make sure 
this time . . . we must make sure that 
the cessation of armed hostilities will 
not be followed by a continuation of the 
economic warfare.” 

The Chinese view is given by Ambas- 
sador Hu Shih. He states that a just 
peace and a durable one must fulfill 
these basic conditions. There must be 
no contention for territorial gain, an 
independent China and the strengthen- 
ing of an international order to prevent 
aggressive wars. 

Some problems of world organization 
are discussed in the last lecture by C. 
J. Hambro. He points out that the 
worst possible time to make a durable 
peace is at the moment when the war 
is over; the passions and cries of re- 
venge whip up emotions to an un- 
balanced pitch. He has a telling il- 
lustration, a German story, a fable of 
the horse, the cow and the ass in a dis- 
cussion as to who had done the most 
for the war. The horse had formed the 
cavalry and drawn the guns; the cow’s 
good milk had nourished the population; 
the ass laughed and said, “If I hadn’t 
been in diplomacy there never would 
have been a war.” 

Archbishop Spellman’s book is a 
revelation from the Catholic mind. He 
uses the word victory not alone on sea, 
Jand and air, but as a victory for 
American ideals. “I believe this total 
victory can come only through religion.” 
He argues strongly for religious and 
character education and confesses that 
“we who are Catholics believe that we 
have nothing to change, nothing to add 
and nothing to subtract from our school 
curricula.” He reaffirms the ancient 
church position of religion and the 
state; the Holy Father as “not alone 
the supreme head of the Catholic 
church. He is also the head of a Sover- 
eign State.” He avers that religion is 
the foundation of true patriotism “and 
summons every drop of blood and 
sweat, every ounce of labor and every 
wound of poor torn humanity to be con- 
secrated to the defense of our country, 
which is ultimately God’s_ cause.” 
Many compliments appear lauding the 
present government and one finishes 
the book with the feeling that the 
Archbishop’s book might be published 
equally well in any country, Germany, 
Japan or Italy not excepted. There 
would need to be only the changing of 
the names of the rulers and states. 

Since both books present many angles 
of the problem of winning the peace, 
both would lend themselves to a study 
group for religious education groups. 

eG. Ti 





Book Reviews 


(From page 41) 
character and Christian experience are 
the fruit of Christian faith, and Chris- 
tian faith is inseparable from Christian 
belief.” (page 5). Hence considerable 


attention is given to the significant 
Christian doctrines. What Christianity 
believes about the Bible, about God, 
about man, about sin, and about Jesus 
is given careful consideration and all 
of this in terms which will be under- 
standable to the average intelligent 
young person or sincere layman. 

If one is to practice the Christian life 
one must understand the reasons for 
that practice. To give that understand- 
ing Dr. Lewis devotes ten chapters to 
the consideration of such subjects as: 
A Life in Christ, The Church and Chris- 
tian Nurture, The Christian Life and 
Discipline, The Life of Service, and 
similar topics. 

The book is planned for use in two 
ways: for private reading and for group 
study. For this second purpose a manual 
for the use of teachers has been ap- 
pended to the main text providing an 
annotated bibliography and a series of 
lesson outlines. Each of the lesson out- 
lines consists of four parts: (1) A 
number of Scripture selections which 
bear on the topic of the chapter, (2) 
Suggested readings from the bibliogra- 
phy, (8) A series of questions based 
directly on the chapter, and (4) A num- 
ber of “problems” not expressly treated 
in the chapter but growing out of it, 
and designed to both stimulate the 
thinking of the student and to promote 
class discussion. 

Many a young people’s group or an 
adult class in church school would be 
benefited by adopting this manual for a 
discussion guide in place of the quar- 
terlies now in use. 

1. GuG,; 


It Runs in the Family by James Lee 
Ellenwood. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 
236 pages. $2.00. 

All hail to James Lee Ellenwood, the 
Paul de Kruif of family relations! Or 
perhaps one should add that Mr. Ellen- 
wood deals with the thorny problems of 
family relations with the knack of popu- 
larization of Paul de Kruif, the sagaci- 
ty of Samuel Johnson, and the humor of 
Jerome K. Jerome. 

The description of his previous book 
There’s No Place Like Home as a “great 
book the psychology of which was 
dressed in a humor which would appeal 
to all” can apply with equal force to 
this volume. 

Starting with the basic assumption 
that “a home is to be lived in” and ac- 
cepting also the corollary that “persons 
are more important than furniture,” 
Mr. Ellenwood who is a popular lectur- 
er to parent-teacher groups develops a 
full-blown philosophy of family life as 
it ought to be. 

The fine spun theories of the average 
lecturer are harshly dealt with in this 
volume. The subjects the author con- 
siders are neither new nor startling. 
They are in face the old and tried prob- 
lems of family life: old in that grandma 
faced many of them and tried in that 
many of us have tried heretofore un- 
successfully to solve them. How fa- 
miliar the subjects sound: family argu- 
ments, parental attitudes, dates, voca- 
tions, grandparents and so forth, every- 
one an everyday problem of everyday 
parents and practically all crying for 
consideration in the average home. 

The book will be disappointing to 
some. That is to those who have set 
ideas concerning the conduct of young 
people and who feel that the real func- 
tion of one who writes on family prob- 
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lems is to provide nicely worked out 
solutions which can be used on all occa- 
sions. To these people Mr. Ellenwood 
will be of little help for he simply does 
not work that way. He frankly admits 
that one must learn to live by living 
rather than by following any set of 
rules. Raising a family, he suggests, is 
like learning to drive a car, only harder. 
“In life you learn by scraping people’s 
dispositions, bumping into their ambi- 
tions and getting over on their side. 
You never know how to handle red and 
green lights nor when to slow down 
and speed up. That is, you never know 
until you have tried and tried. It’s silly 
... to give up or become discouraged 
over mistakes, and it’s wishful thinking 
to imagine you can always hire a 
chauffeur.” (Page 50). 


To an already completely satisfying 
volume is added another feature—ex- 
cellent two-page illustrations such as 
only Dorothea Warren can make. 

I. G. G. 


Three Things We Can Believe In by 


Fulton Oursler. Fleming H. Revell 
Company. 62 pages. $1.00. 
To those who have heard Fulton 


Oursler over the radio he needs no in- 
troduction. To those who have not this 
small book will serve as an introduc- 
tion. 

While slim in respect: to pages one is 
amazed that so much sound philosophy 
can be packed into such small space. 

Briefly, the three things in which we 
can believe are, according to Mr. Our- 
sler: (1) God, (2) Ourselves, and (3) 
Our Way of Life. To believe sincerely 
in these three great verities will, he de- 
clares, provide one with a formula for 
peace of mind in anxious days. 

But why the necessity for such be- 
lief? Because, says Mr. Oursler, all 
of us are on a quest, the quest for 
security. As we pursue that quest we 
are harried by fear, so harried in fact 
that many of us find outselves in the 
trap of indecision. The solution is to be 
found in “fearlessly girding up our 
loins” and realizing that we can win 
through by a firm belief in God, our- 
selves, and the American way of life. 

Here is a voice outside the pulpit 
which emphasizes those values which 
the pulpit seeks to stress. 


I. G. G. 


Worship 


Ascent to Zion by S. Arthur Devan. 
The Macmillan Company. 251 pages. 
$2.50. 


The title does not give a complete 
clue to the contents. Instead of offering 
us a series of devotional readings, as 
one might expect, the author gives a 
well-planned and most thorough treat- 
ment of the origin and devolpment of 
worship under Christian auspices. 
While his aim is to benefit Protestant 
worship he draws heavily upon the his- 
tory of Roman Catholic worship. The 
headings of the eight chapters indicate 
the order and scope of his treatment: 
Worship in General, History, Form, 
House of the Lord, Song of the Lord, 


Children of the Lord, Servant of the 


Lord, Grace of the Lord. 
The longest chapters, sixty and fifty 
pages, are the second and fifth. 


sary statements on the failure of so- 
called religious education. In every 
chapter the author“has sound advice to 
offer. All in all this is the most prac- 
tical study of the need and possibility 
of worship which the reviewer has read 
in a ministry of over a quarter of a 
century. It is a “must” book for every 


minister in the land. 
F. F. 


Man Discovers God by Sherwood Ed- 
dy. Harper & Brothers. 270 pages. 
$2.50. 

From the social and practical applica- 
tion of the Christian Gospel in his 
previous books Sherwood Eddy turns 
psychologist, philosopher, historian, and 
mystic in this his newest and most 
scholarly treatise. 

The author has selected thirty charac- 
ters from the last 3000 years of history 
and from all types of life and cir- 
cumstance and shows that in each case 
by varying approaches these outstand- 
ing personalities were able to find God 
redemptively significant in their lives. 
Thus his implied conclusion follows, 
that it is possible for all men every- 
where to find God. 

The real value of the book lies in the 
carefully assembled first hand source 
material not usually available to the 
casual reader. Here are the very words 
of Greek philosophers and Hebrew 
prophets, great Christian fathers and 
the princes of science, from Socrates to 
Gandhi, describing their own religious 
experiences. One might dare to ven- 
ture that Dr. Eddy has sought and 
found that for which he was searching 
in the writings of these great charac- 
ters, rather than that he has in each 
case given us a truly representative 
statement from each individual. There 
is a very superficial and unnecessary 
reference to Al Ghazali (page 121). 
Chapter VI deals with only some of the 
mystics, despite the fact that it bears 
this title; the next chapter treats quite 
as many. 

The whole work is definitely an 
a priori approach to God tinged with 
some practical approaches to revelation 
in the spirit of John Locke. Frankly | 
see no reasons at all for the selection 
of those portions of Fox’s Journal 
(page 119) which are tainted with 
Steinbeckian flavor when this is most 
certainly not the true spirit of Fox. 

The great concern for social applica- 
tion of Christianity has prompted one 
of our great Christians to make this 
careful study of man’s experience of 
God. At least one reader dares to pre- 
dict that true Christians will have their 
religious experiences enriched and that 
others shall be won to the Christian way 
by this book. 





In the | 
sixth Dr. Devan makes some very neces- | 
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HAymns that Endure 


BY W. THORBURN CLARK 


||| Back of our most majestic 
| and best-loved hymns are 
| dramatic stories of human 
personalities and of the || 
dedication of divinely given 
creative ability. In his Hi 
r warm and interesting book, * 
HYMNS THAT ENDURE, 
Clark has made our Hi 


| Dr. l 
hymns and_ their HH 


great 


writers “come to life.” Here 
is informative, enjoyable, in- | 
spiring writing. 
, BROADMAN PRESS 
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PREXY 
AND SON 


By FRED EASTMAN 

A timely and_ sparkling 
8-act drama. One set, 8 
men, 6 women. Father and 
son conflict against a back- 
ground of the present crisis 
in American colleges. Or- 
der from publisher: Wal- 
ter H. Baker Co., Boston, 
75e per copy. The latest 
of many plays created at 
our Seminary to dramatize 
religion in action. 


The Chicago Theological Seminary 
Albert W. Palmer, President 


5757 University Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 


$$ MONEY $$ 


Do you need funds for some church 
project, or for a church organization 
treasury ? 

Thousands of Sunday 
churches report splendid 
Woolverton methods. 

Complete samples free! 























schools and 
success with 


We supply a church bulletin service 
that is attractive yet inexpensive. Write 
for current samples. 

The Woolverton Printing Co. 

Cedar Falls, Iowa 


May we quote you en your next printing orde! 
Perhaps we can save you money! 














Consider the Days 
Maude Royden 


$1.50 


A book of day-by-day readings se- 
lected by Daisy Dobson from the 
writings and sermons of Dr. Royden. 
An appropriate gift book for Christ- 
mas. Just published. 


THE WOMANS PRESS 


600 Lexington Avenue 
New York, New York 
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THE NEW YEAR 


I am the New Year, and I come to you 
pure and unstained, 

Fresh from the hand of God. 

Each day, a precious pearl, to you is 
given, 

That you must string upon the silver 
thread of life, 

Once strung, can never be unthreaded, 
but stays 

An ns record of your faith and 
skill. 

Each golden minute link you then must 
weld unto the chain of hours 
That is no stronger than its weakest 

link, 
—J. D. Templeton. 


SAVED BY HOPE 
Outline of New Year Sermon 

We are saved by hope—Romans 8:24. 

The hope that Paul speaks of is based 
on faith in God—on the confident cer- 
tainty that God is good, that we are his 
children, and that, if we work together 
with him, the future has great and last- 
ing good awaiting us. Such is the 
thought that runs all through the 8th 
chapter of Romans. 

What are some of the things such a 
hope will save us from? 

I. Fear, Fret and Worry. George Mac- 
donald’s life was a long struggle 
against poverty, criticism and ill-health. 
Yet in one of his poems, he says: 


“My harvest withers. Health, my 
means to live— 

All things seem rushing straight into 
the dark 

But in the dark—still is God 

Am I not a spark 


Of him who is the light?” 

II. Discouragement and Despair. 
There is always a future for us and our 
world full of God’s love and care. 
Jeremiah was a prophet of hope. He 
lived in a gloomy time. Everything in 
his world seemed out of joint. Yet he 
always saw a light burning ahead. 
What was that light? It was the light 
of hope. Where did that light come 
from? It came from God. He said: 
“O thou hope of Israel, heal me and I 
shall be healed. Save me and I shall 
be saved.” 


III. Weariness In Work and Service. 
There are times when we wonder if it is 
worth while for us to go on in our effort 
for good. But our hope in God convinces 
us that nothing we do in faith and love 
is ever useless or lost or wasted. 

IV. Selfishness. The man _ whose 


hope is grounded in God can never be 











Paul F. Boller 








wholly selfish. How Jesus kindled the 
flame of hope in others/—in Zacchaeus, 
“Today I shall abide in thy house”—in 
Peter, “Go tell the disciples and Peter.” 


THE OLD YEAR 

I know some people to say good-by 
to you, Old Year. Some say it with 
noisy horns, gay music and dancing; 
some with shoutings and acts of mad- 
ness—scarce knowing what they do be- 
cause of wine. I know some prefer to 
say good-by to you earnestly, solemnly, 
sincerely with hymn and prayer— 
a few with tears. 

But how can I say good-by to the 
year that is going and at midnight 
they say will have gone? You linger 
on, Old Year—you do not die. You do 
not go away. You will be a part of to- 
morrow and tomorrow. I cannot say 
yood-by to you! 

Every good habit that during your 
twelve short months has been strength- 
ened; every kind thought given, word 
spoken, deed done, greed overcome, 
anger suppressed, selfishness controlled, 
littleness cast aside, all these victories 
are yours; every lesson learned and 
song sung; every fear mastered; every 
daring adventure made for the good of 
another; all these are yours, Old Year 
and they are going with me into the 


new twelve months that God gives to 
me out of his Measureless Time. 

I cannot say Good-by to you, Old 
Year. 

Margaret Slattery in One In Seven; 
Harpers & Brothers. 


SEVEN NEW YEAR GUIDES 

I. Trust faith in God. Do not put 
your trust in yourself, or in things, or 
in cleverness, or in force, but put your 
trust in the wise, loving, and powerful 
God. 

II. Trust the light of God in your 
dark hour. The light is Christ, and his 
Word, and his promises. He will never 
fail to help where the going is the hard- 
est. 

III. Trust prayer. You can pray your 
way through anything and through any 
difficulty. 

IV. Trust an earnest, sacrificial spirit. 
If necessary, be a_ splendid failure. 
Don’t shrink from failing if you are at- 
tempting to do a worthwhile thing for 
the good of others or for the Christian 
cause. 

V. Trust Christian love. Never fol- 
low prejudice or will-will, mere parti- 
sanship or selfishness. Love can do all 
things. 

VI. Trust the call to worship. The 
churchgoing Christian is the Christ-lov- 
ing Christian. The man who worships 
on Sunday will remember God during 
the week. 

VII. Trust the power of your own 
Christian testimony. Your friends will 
be won to Christ through your testi- 
mony and no one else’s. You are 
Christ’s representative to evangelize 
your own little world of contacts. 

Frank M. Silsley in Monday Morn- 
ing. 

Ethelyn Miller Hartwick 

Great roads the Romans built that men 
might meet, 

And walls to keep strong men apart, 
secure, 

Now centuries are gone and in defeat 

The walls are fallen, but the roads 
endure. 

THOUGHTS FOR THE NEW YEAR 

Claude Bragdon 

Power over time is the power over 
the present moment, because that is a 
cross section of eternity. 

Nansen 

Nansen once said of Amundsen’s dis- 
covery of the South Pole: “Let no one 
come and prate about luck and chance, 
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Amundsen’s luck is that of the strong 
man who looks ahead.” 
St. Catherine of Siena 
Let us begin afresh every day! The 


heavier is your burden, the stronger and | 


more courageous should be your heart, 
fearless of all that may chance to be- 
fall you. 

George L. Perin 


Be not afraid, dear friend, 

What of sickness! 

What of sorrow! 

What of failure! 

What of misfortune! 

What of death! 

Is not this God’s world? 

Are not you God’s child? 

Go forth into the New Year with brave 
heart. 

When fortune smiles, smile with her. 

When fortune frowns, smile the more, 
and trust in God. 


Robert Service 


Thank God! there is always a Land of 
Beyond 
For us who are true to the trail; 
A vision to seek a beckoning peak, 
A farness that never will fail; 
A pride in our soul that mocks at a 
goal, 
A manhood that irks at a bond, 
And try how we will, unattainable still, 
Behold it, our Land of Beyond! 
WAYSIDE PULPIT 


Take the upward road. 


* * * 


Some people stand for nothing be- 
cause they fall for everything. 
x * * 
Think glorious thoughts of God; 


And serve him with a quiet mind. 
* * * 


The wages of sin is boredom. 
‘ = »* 


Your education is never finished. 
THE NEW YEAR 


As we grow older in life, years some- 


how seem to shorten and New Year’s 
Day approaches with an ever-increasing 
tempo. The more mature we get, the 
more we realize that time is only rela- 
tive; how we live means more than how 
long we live. Haply also we do not 
live by years, but by days. In his wis- 
dom God does not show us all that lies 
ahead. So we enter a new year to live 
it day by day. What is past is past. 
Today we start anew, and what we do 
today will make our life for tomorrow. 
Chin up, shoulders straight, eyes a 
gleam, let us salute the new year, and 
each day let us follow more faithfully, 


more courageously, more daringly the | 
lead of our great Captain who bids us | 


follow him. I will live each day of this 


new year as a child of God, trustingly, | 


adventuresomely. From To-Day, issue 
by William T. Hanzsche; The West- 
minster Press. 


ULTIMATE VICTORY WITH GOD 
The victim of a London air raid held 
in his hand a piece of shrapnel that had 
(Turn to page 47) 


Price... 10c ea. 
24 or more, 7',¢ ea. 
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by 
CLIFFORD P. MOREHOUSE 


Editor of 
THE LIVING CHURCH 


Price, $2.00 
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For Churches... 


ALTAR FLOWER 
CALENDARS 


Price, 50¢ ea. 











OLD TESTAMENT EDITION NUMBER 
TWO—the second issue of PICTURE STOR- 
IES FROM THE BIBLE is now ready. It con- 
tains the stories of Joshua, Samson, David, 
Solomon and Daniel. 


Children will find it really FUN to read 
Bible stories now that they are presented in 
this modern, popular form and technique of 
the widely read color “comic-strip.” 


eral use of your Bible study classes. The 
FIRST and SECOND issues are available 
through the MOREHOUSE-GORHAM CO. 


* * * * * * 


An American Editor’s View 
of Britain in 1942 


Mr. Morehouse tells his whole story— 
how he came to go to England by bomber 
and to return by nonconvoyed vessel, the 
enthronement of the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, and what he saw during two months 
in war-torn England. | 


“This tale of a 20th Century airborne 
Canterbury pilgrimage meets the test... . 
To read this charming ... volume, you 
will see more of what England is like in , 
wartime than you have yet by any other 
method.”—Dr. Henry Smith Leiper, “The 
Living Church.” 31 full-page illustrations. 
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Posted in the vestibule of the church, 
these calendars are a constant invitation to 
the people to help in their worship of God 
by volunteering, on definite dates, to pro- 
vide flowers for the altar. 


No. 1. ALTAR FLOWERS 
No. 2, FLOWERS FOR THE CHURCH 
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Postage Additional 


MOREHOUSE-GORHAM CoO., 14 E. 4ist ST., NEW YORK | 
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ENTER TO LEARN 
"AND GOFORTH 
TO SERVE 











COLOR POSTERS 


will preach to thousands and keep your 
church before all the people all of the time 
Our series of illustrated religious mes- 
sages—24”x36”—-posters in oil colors 
can be used over and over again. Serv- 
iceable for years. 


FOR USE IN YOUR’ PRESENT 
BOARD OR ONE WE CAN SUPPLY 


Make your church preach to thousands 
seven days a week. 


Send Postcard for particulars and prices 


National Religious Art Program, Inc. 
41—08 149th Place Flushing, New York 
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NO LIQUOR SERVED 
AT THESE HOTELS / 





There are members in your church 
who will wish to patronize “Dry Ho- 
tels.” We suggest that you pass this 
list on to them either by publishing it in 
your church calendar or by clipping it 
from the magazine and posting it on the 
church bulletin board. 





ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY 
A SHORT WALK TO THE 
CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE 


When in Atlantic City, you will find the Hotel 
Runnymede, located on beautiful Park Place and 
free from the noise of traffic, but a few minutes 
walk to whatever church you wish to attend. 

Here at this lovely hotel, you will find bright 
sunny rooms, an enclosed Solarium and open 
Sun Deck overlooking the Boardwalk and Ocean, 
good wholesome food properly prepared and a 
cordial personnel that anticipates your desires. 


NO LIQUOR SERVED 


For Moderate Rates and 
Illustrated Folder, Write 


EVERETT J. HIGBEE, Manager 


Ranged 


PHILADELPHIA 

ROBERT MORRIS—Arch and Ili7th Street. 208 
rooms—$2.50 up. In the heart of Philadelphia. 
Running ice water, private baths in all rooms. 
Banquet and meeting rooms. Louis E. Pike, 
Mer 

THE WHITTIER—140 North 15th Street. Owned 
and operated by Philadelphia Young Friends As- 
sociation. Rooms with running water—$1.50 to 
$2.00. With private bath—$2.50 up. F. M. 
Scheibley, Mgr. 








SWARTHMORE, PA. 


STRATH HAVEN INN —A _ suburban hotel. 
Rooms with running water—$1.50 to $2.00. With 
private bath—$2.50. F. M. Scheibley, Owner and 
Mer. 
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Biographical Sermon for January 
Father Damien, Sister Rose Gertrude and Mary Reed 


by Thomas H. Warner 


Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his 
friends.—John 15:13. 

EPROSY was known in the earli- 

est ages. There is a legend, re- 

ferred to by Diodorus, Tacitus, 
Justin, Josephus and others, to the 
effect that the king of Egypt drove out 
a multitude of impure people and 
lepers, Jews and Egyptians. The king’s 
soldiers wrapped up the lepers of this 
company in sheets, and threw them 
into the sea. Moses, a sacred scribe, 
led the rest through the wilderness 
into Judea. 

Leprosy is perhaps the most loath- 
some disease with which the human 
race is afflicted. It is the most hope- 
less, and the most feared. It is a per- 
sistent disease. All efforts to elimi- 
nate it have failed. 

Islands there is 
This is the leper 
All persons affected by lep- 


In the Hawaiian 
one called Molokai. 
island. 
rosy are sent there. 

In 1863 a Roman Catholic mission- 
ary, Father Damien, who was _ born 
January 3, 1840, was sent as a mission- 
ary to this group of islands. He 
preached in different localities until 
1873. Then he settled on the leper 
island, and consecrated his life to the 
welfare of these unfortunates. In 
1883 he contracted the dread 
But he continued his work for six 
years longer when he died. 

Miss Fowler, an English girl, was 
the daughter of an Episcopal clergy- 
man. But at the age of nineteen she 
became a Roman Catholic. She heard 
of the work of Father Damien and 
became much interested in it. Finally 
the desire arose in her mind to go to 
his assistance. 

Sister Rose Gertrude, as she was 
now called, prepared thoroughly for 
her work. She learned all the duties 
She made a special study 
of cases of leprosy, of which there were 
always a few in the Paris hospitals. 
She studied under M. Pasteur, and 
adopted his theory that the germ which 
causes leprosy is identical with that 
of tuberculosis. 

She began her work in the island in 
1890, at the age of twenty-seven. Like 
all noble spirits she was unconscious 
of her heroism. She did not want any 


disease. 


of a nurse. 


| mention made of her in the newspa- 
| pers. 


It was with difficulty that she 


was persuaded to receive a salary from 
the Hawaiian government. When she 
accepted it, she used it for the benefit 
of her patients. 

Sister Rose Gertrude’ said: “It has 
always been my wish and my desire 
to do some of God’s work on earth, 
into which I could throw my whole 
being, where there was scope for the 
greatest self-sacrifice, and where I 
could follow him who said ‘Greater 
love hath no man than this, that he 
lay down his life for his friends’.” 

Mary Reed was one of a family of 
eight in Cincinnati, Ohio. The chil- 
dren had been trained to love and fear 
God. Mary became a public school 
teacher. For a long time she cher- 
ished a secret wish that she might be- 
come a foreign missionary. Modest 
and distrustful of her own ability, she 
did not deem it possible for her to go. 
But finally the way was opened. 

With joy she prepared for the work, 
wih the tearful though willing consent 
of her parents. India was to be her 
future home. A sad parting took place 
when she set sail. 

Miss Reed arrived at Cawnpore in 
January, 1885, and entered zenana 
work. Hardly had she made a begin- 
ning, however, before she had a ser- 
icus illness. Her only chance of re- 
covery was to go to the mountain re- 
of the Himalayas. Here she 
watched with deep sympathy a colony 
of lepers who lived almost in sight of 


gion 


her retreat. 

When her health was partially re- 
stored she returned to Cawnpore where 
she spent three years in unremitting 
toil. Then the decision came that she 
must return to America for a serious 
operation before she could continue her 
work. 

The operation was successful. But 
one day as Miss Reed lay on her cot 
in the hospital she suddenly realized 
that she was a leper. Instantly she 
thought of the colony of lepers in the 
mountains of India, and decided that 
she must go there to finish her life 
work. 

At Chandag Heights, where the East 
Indian Leper Mission was established, 


her services were gladly accepted. 
Here amid beautiful scenery she lived 


alone in a cozy bungalow. In sight 
of her home were the huts of the leper 


colony. She considered it a_ high 
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privilege to minister to the physical 
and spiritual needs of these people. 
A poem written by Miss Reed re- 

veals the source of her strength. 

“The evening shadows fall; the day 1s 
done, : 

Glad day of service till the setting sun 

Sinks in the reddening west; then 
work is o’er, 

And entering my hut, I close the door. 

The evening shadows steal across the 
room; 

And all is still, enwrapped in deepen- 
ing gloom; 

No human voice to break the stillness; 
here 

I dwell alone, and all I hold most dear 

Are far removed beyond the trackless 
sea. 

So very far tonight they seem to me; 

Yet for a moment brief methinks I 
hear 

The echo of loved voices within my ear 

The dear home faces seem to shine 
again, 

Then swiftly vanish in a mist of pain. 

Yet ’tis but a moment that I turn 

And with heart-longings for beloved 
ones yearn. 


Hush! I am not alone; a_ presence 
blest 

Fills all my chamber with a sense of 
rest. 

A moment’s darkness, then a flood of 
light; 

A moment’s sadness, then a great de- 
light! 

A well-known voice is whispering unto 
me: 


Am I not better far to thee than all?’ 


Low at his feet I now adoring fall, 

Outbreathing there in speechless love 
and praise 

The song the heart is ’most too full to 
raise. 

Thou art enough, my own beloved One, 

And work with thee is sweet till day 
is done; 

And when at eventide I close my door, 

Shut in with Jesus, what can I need 
more? 

Mine is a joy, a satisfaction rare, 

Which only ‘separated ones’ may share. 


The evening shades may fall about my 
room, 

But brighter glows the glory; till he 
come 

I’ll wait and work and praise him all 
the way, 

And so ‘in him’ be found at dawn of 
day. 

Then through a long eternity to prove. 

The satisfying power of Jesus’ love.” 





Sermon Scrapbook 
(From page 45) 
made a hole in the roof of his house, 
and the remains of an incendiary bomb 
that burned itself out near his front 
door. He showed these to a friend and 
asked whether he believed that those 
and similar bits of metal, mined orig- 
inally from God’s own earth, could real- 
ly defeat the plan of the Great Archi- 
tect of the universe. The friend said 
“no”; and they both found courage and 


” 


confidence in thinking about the great- 
ness of God. 

There is a courage born of despera- 
tion—the consciousness that things will 
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Offering Plates 





What a Discriminating Buyer 


Said About Our Plates: 


“We recently purchased six oak collec- 
tion plates from you that are the finest 
that we could find anywhere. They 
were the gift of amember of our church 
who insisted on the finest quality re- 
gardless of price. We chose these be- 
cause they match almost perfectly a 
beautiful oak altar and complete the 
ensemble. Our people are very happy 
over the choice. The price was but 
little more than the cheapest grades 
offered elsewhere.” 


Send for Descriptive Folder 


Goodenough & Woglom Co. 
296 Broadway, New York City 








get worse if they do not get better. 


There is a courage born of honor—the 
courage of the die-hard, the courage of 


noblesse oblige. But neither is quite the | 


equal of the courage in the heart of a 


man who has really had a vision of | 


God. He does not co-operate with the 
inevitable but goes out to challenge it, 
knowing that ultimate victory is not 
with it but with God. From These 
Prophetic Voices; Edited by T. Otto 
Nall; Sermon by Albert Edward Day; 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 


THE PROBLEM OF PRAYER 

The problem of prayer is very much 
like that of a pearl diver. He has ful- 
filled all the conditions before seeking 
the pearl. His body is well trained, he 
knows where to dive, and his desire is 
urgent, and then he commits himself to 
the deep. 

We also prepare ourselves for prayer, 
and then commit ourselves to the deep 
of God’s spiritual reservoir, and: the 
pearl is the power to do God’s will. 

From What We Can Believe by Ran- 
dolph C. Miller; Charles Scribner’s 
Sons. 


THE INVISIBLE CHURCH 
There was an old priest once in a 
small village who went every week day 
into his little church to read the serv- 
ice; but no villager ever went. One day 
a visitor peeped in and saw the old man 
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HONOR THE BOYS 
OF YOUR PARISH 


who are in the armed forces 
of our country — by 
displaying a 


SERVICE 





FLAG 


Special sizes for churches, 

lodges and organizations. 

Send for illustrated catalog 
and price list. 


PRICES ON FLAGS FOR HOMES 


A blue star on a white panel in a field of red. One star 
for each member in the service. Satin with yellow fringe. 


No. 21 7x 11in.each.. 50c No.24 12x18 in. each $1.00 
No. 23 10x 15in. each. 75c No. 25 15x 24in.each 1.50 


Order from this ad, or write for catalog. 


FAIRCRAFT CO. veot.c Rock Island, Ill. 


We Manufacture 


U.S. and CHRISTIAN FLAGS 


SEND FOR PRICES 
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reading his prayers to the empty pews. 
After the service he approached him. 
“What a pity,” he said, “that the church 
was empty.” “Empty!” echoed the old 
man. “Empty! Why, the church was 
full.” “But,” replied the visitor, “there 
wasn’t a soul in the building except our- 
selves.” “Ah,” said the priest, “you 
do not understand. Your eyes are 
blind. Why, every seat was full, the 
very aisles were crowded with members 
of the Church Invisible.” Frederick C. 
Gill in New Horizons; Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury Press. 
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Church Statements on War 


Referred to in the Leading Editorial of This Issue 


THE CHURCH AND WAR 

(Here follows the portions of the re- 
port submitted to the biennial meeting 
of the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America, in Cleveland, 
Ohio, December 9, 1942.)* 

a. The Christian message in relation to 
the issues of the war. 

The American church has_ been 
called to face this war with a per- 
plexed conscience and with divided 
leadership. For more than twenty years 
the teachings of the church have 
emphasized the contradiction between 
war and the mind of Christ. The clergy 
in large numbers have come to the con- 
viction that during the First World 
War they gave to the government too 
uncritical support and now many of 
them are resolved to say and do nothing 
that will suggest that the church sanc- 
tions this war. Many of the youth of 
the church have been so trained during 
recent years that they have become con- 
scientious objectors or they have enter- 
ed the armed forces of the nation with 
an acute conflict of conscience. It must 
be said that these attitudes of the 
church which separate it from the war 
effort are to be found chiefly among the 
clergy and that the vast majority of 
American laymen feel the lack of 
spiritual guidance at the point in their 
lives where they need it most. 

Your committee cannot claim to speak 
for the whole church but it presents its 
view of the responsibility of the church 
in relation to the war in the belief that 
it is possible to affirm that there are 
momentous issues at stake in this war 
for which the Christian as Christian 
should have a special concern without 
abandoning those aspects of the Chris- 
tian gospel which keep the national 
causé under God’s' judgment. 

Your committee believes that it is 
right for the church to declare that in 
this world-wide human struggle, it will 
be decided whether or not the following 
possibilities will exist for most of the 
people in the world: 

1. The possibility of an order of life 
in which men will have freedom from 
the terror of lawless rule. 

2. The possibility of an order of life 
in which there is progress toward social 
justice and racial equality. 

3. The possibility of an order of life 
in which the church will have freedom 
to preach the gospel to the community 


*This quotation is from a report submitted to 
the meeting by a committee appointed for that 
purpose, headed by John C. Bennett. The quota- 
tions in the editorial on page 7 are from resolu- 
tions formally adopted by the meeting. 


at large and to train its youth. 

We say in each case that what de- 
pends upon the military outcome of the 
struggle is a “possibility” because we 
know that as much depends upon the 
way in which the military decision is 
used as upon the decision itself. We 
do not claim that the existence of the 
church or of the Christian faith de- 
pends upon the outcome of the war. 
We do not believe that God would be 
defeated by the defeat of the United 
Nations. But we cannot believe that 
God is indifferent to what is going on 
in the world today, to the official 
planned cruelty by which whole nations 
are reduced to a sub-human existence 
in the interests of a master-race, to the 
slaughter of hostages, to the massacre 
of Jews, to the open teaching by govern- 
ments that men were made to obey the 
will of the state and that there is no 
law above that will. 


During the war itself it is important 
for the church to keep the policies of 
the government under moral criticism. 
God calls us to remember the sins and 
failures and the continuing temptations 
which we find in our own national life, 
to repent for all that we have done as 
a nation in the past to create the con- 
ditions out of which has come the bitter 
fruit of Nazism and Japanese militar- 
ism. God calls us to love the enemies 
of our nation in the midst of war, to 
pray for them, to will that they may be 
restored to freedom and that they may 
take their place as equal partners 
among the nations when this tragic 
conflict is over. God calls us to protect 
the liberties of minorities in our midst, 
to respect the convictions of the con- 
scientious objectors, many of whom 
have come to their position as the re- 
sult of their training in the church. 
God calls us now to emphasize the task 
of preparing the mind of the church 
and of the nation for the peace. 

The church can be the church, not by 
maintaining silence or by remaining 
aloof from this human struggle but by 
recognizing that there are issues at 
stake such as have been outlined and 
then by emphasizing those aspects of 
its message which keep the Christian in 
the United States or in any of the 
United Nations from identifying the 
will of his nation with the will of God. 
God calls us to serve justice and free- 
dom and not to use the ideals of justice 
and freedom as cloaks for national in- 
terest. 

We are thankful that the churches 


of all lands were more closely knit to- 
gether by ties of Christian fellowship 
and that a beginning had been made 
in the formation of the World Council 
of Churches before this terrible war di- 
vided us. While the war is in progress 
direct communication with Christians in 
enemy countries is impossible but we 
can pray for one another and we hope 
for the day when fellowship across all 
national lines can be renewed. We hon- 
or the churches and individual Chris- 
tians in enemy countries who at great 
personal sacrifice have stood against 
the paganism, the racialism and cruel 
policies of the state. It is one of the 
contributions of Christian missions that 
the presence in Japan of a Christian 
minority, in the Christian integrity of 
which we believe, should prevent us 
from making sweeping generalizations 
about the people of Japan. We have 
seen an astonishing demonstration of 
God’s power in the courage and faith- 
fulness of the churches in conquered 
countries. We hope that our churches 
may feel a true sense of solidarity with 
these churches “living under the cross.” 
It is sometimes suggested that loyalty 
to the ecumenical idea should keep our 
churches from emphasizing the issues 
at stake in this war. But, any true 
solidarity with the Christians of the 
occupied countries and with the Chris- 
tians in the Axis nations who stand 
against the pagan tyrannies which seek 
to control their souls should prevent our 
churches from seeking a position of 
neutrality in this struggle. 


b. The ministry of the church in rela- 
tion to the special needs created by 
the war. 


The people in our churches will in- 
creasingly feel the strain and the sor- 
rows that war brings. The _ public 
crisis has become a_ personal crisis 
for millions of souls. There is a sense 
in which the maintenance and improve- 
ment of morale are a major function of 
the church in time of war, not the 
morale that is nourished by hatred of 
the enemy but the morale which enables 
people to subordinate their private good 
to the welfare of the community, which 
helps people to face suffering with in- 
ner strength. One aspect of morale 
comes from the ability to see that what 
one suffers may have results which are 
in line with God’s will. If what we have 
said about the issues of the war is true, 
the Christian soldier and his family 
that is left at home may both have this 
sense that what they suffer may be 
used by God in the interests of justice 
and freedom. 


With millions of men in the armed 
forces the ministry of the chaplains is 
an essential extension of the church’s 
ministry. In this war more than in the 
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First World War the chaplain is en- 
couraged by the government to act as 
a minister of religion and as a repre- 
sentative of the church. So long as this 
is true, the theoretical problem of the 
status of the chaplain who is at the 
same time a minister of the church and 
an officer of the army or navy still re- 
mains, it is overshadowed by the human 
problem created by the actual situation 
in which men, are living. 

In addition to the work of the chap- 
lains the church has the emergency 
task of meeting the needs of new com- 
munities or greatly enlarged communi- 
ties near military camps or centers of 
war industry. It is not uncommon for 
the population of a city to have been 
doubled or trebled in little more than a 
year. What this means for the local 
churches in those communities and for 
the local churches in the other com- 
munities from which the population has 
been drawn away can readily be imag- 
ined. The first word that must be said 
here is that what is done by the 
churches should be done and done now 
on a cooperative basis. The national 
leaders of the denominations realize 
this but the actual development of co- 
operative plans and the supplying of 
adequate resources have been slow. 
Not only is there the problem of num- 
bers in these communities which are in 
no way reached by the local churches 
but there is also the dislocation of life 
which has aggravated every moral and 
social problem. Families have been 
torn up from their moorings and thrown 
into towns where there is no adequate 
housing. Working mothers in many 
instances leave their children neglected. 
They should be urged to consider the 
cost to the community, the nation and 
their own families when employment 
is accepted. J. Edgar Hoover reports 
that delinquency everywhere is “mount- 
ing rapidly, and unless we all do our 
jobs better we can expect another era 
of lawlessness such as swept the coun- 
try after the last war.” 
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METHODIST BISHOPS PLEDGE 
DESTRUCTION OF AGGRESSION 


The Methodist Bishops of the United 
States, in session at Clevelanc, Ohio, 
unanimously pledged to the “destruc- 
tion” of aggression and to the preserva- 
tion of “the sacred liberties of free peo- 
ples.” 

Meeting in semi-annual council, the 
bishops reaffirmed earlier condemna- 
tions of war as a method of settling 
international disputes, but pointed out 
that the nation is in the conflict today 
because “there has arisen in the world 
a pagan philosophy driven by un-Chris- 
tian motives and bent upon establishing 
its will upon mankind. 

“Against this idealogy and its sup- 
porters the United Nations have set 
themselves with grim determination,” 
the Bishops said. 

“We pledge ourselves to the destruc- 
tion of this brutal and unwarranted ag- 
gression and to the preservation for all 
mankind of the sacred liberties of free 
peoples. 

“In the lurid light of this global con- 
flict we see the outlines of man’s self- 
ishness, secularism and pride against 
the backdrop of history. But we also 
discern dimly and prophetically the 
emerging vision of a world fashioned 
after the mind of Christ and worthy 
of him who died upon a cross to redeem 
it and ever lives to furnish the power 
to make it a reality. 

“That which lends moral significance 
to the suffering and loss that is in- 
volved in the present war effort is that 
ardent hope which we have for a just 
and righteous post-war world. 

“There will be a tomorrow. Increas- 
ingly, men everywhere are realizing 
that it must be built on a spiritual pat- 
tern. Christ was never more con- 
temporary than at this juncture in his- 
tory. “There is enough spiritual vitali- 
ty in the world to change the structure 
of society. This power needs to be 
mobilized.” 

The Bishops called upon Methodists 
to “cast out” race, color or religious 
prejudice, and indifference to the eco- 
nomic position of the less fortunate. 


Tribute was paid to men of all coun- 


| tries in the armed services, to their 


| parents, and to chaplains. 


The Bishops 


| also expressed support of conscientious 





objectors. 
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Two dignified and impressive designs that har- 
monize with church interiors, quality construc- 
tion for permanence and convenient name service 
have won preference for these Honor Roll plaques 
by over 2,000 churches. You can start your 
church Honor Roll NOW, add names easily and 
economically and keep it PERMANENTLY. 
Stock sizes to 200 names. Special designs to 
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Design B (above) is American walnut 1” thick, 
has bevelled edge and comes with hanger. Head- 
ing and ribbon are gold, church name is lettered 
in blue. Design A (below) has glass front. 
Moulding of embossed wood and eagle of durable 
cast composition, 144” thick in relief, are finished 
in hand burnished bronze. Masonite center panel 
is ivory. Individual name plates (both designs) 
are gold with names embossed in blue and they 
slide easily into slotted holders. 


WRITE FOR FOLDER and PRICES 






















CHURCH 


$47-25 


At Your Church Supply Store 
or Order Direct 


General Exhibits & Displays, Inc. 
1119 N. Franklin St. Chicago, III. 








50 


NOW! Protein and 
Cellulose “NEW 
PROCESS” Stencils 
and Backing Sheets, 
ONLY $2.45 for 24, 
boxed. 6 Dozen, 
$6.45. 10 Dozen, 
$10.25. All Prepaid 
Anywhere. Satisfac- 
tion Guaranteed. 
SELF-FEEDING 
“PRIN TOMATIC” 
POST CARD STEN- 
CIL PRINTER, $9.50 
Complete. AGENTS 
WANTED. Used 
Mimeographs. All 
Duplicator Supplies. 
Inks, Tracing Scopes, Art Manuals. Styli, Let- 
tering Guides, Cartoons, Accessories. Typewriter 
Platens. Duplicator Rollers. Expert Typewriter 
and Duplicator Repairing. Write 


Pittsburgh Typewriter Supply Co. 
336-A Fourth Avenue Pittsburgh, Pa. 




















CHIMES 
RECORDS 


for 


CHURCHES 


ELECTRIC- MUSIC 


ANGERTONE, INC. 


73 Winthrop St. Newark, N. J. 














S TAMBSCUDLS 


TENAFLY N-J 


STAINED GLASS 
CHANCELS*A®PALL fq 
CHURCH CRAFTS (7 

















o CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT ROBES + EMBROIDERIES 
HANGINGS * STOLES + VESTMENTS 
ALTAR APPOINTMENTS 
COMMUNION SERVICE 


NEW CATALOG on Request 
C CAP ¢ GOWN CO. 


PHILADELPHIA,PA 






NATIONAL A 


421-23 ARCH S 








Enhance your church 
service with a modest- 
ly-priced Webster- 
Rauland Sound Sys- 
tem. Write Dept. 8-s 
for full details. 
The RAULAND CORP. 
4245 North Knox Ave. 
CHICAGO, KL. 











HOIR GOWNS 


BULPIT VESTMENTS 


Hangings Ornaments-Fringes- 
| “Furnishingsand Supplies- 
stl” CATALOG. FREE ON REQUEST 


The C.E.WARD Co. NewLondon.0. 





CHURCH MANAGEMENT for January, 1943 





The Ministry of Music 
by Warren A. Thomas 


Thou holy, healing, tender friend, 


| Thou daughter of the Muse divine— 


Sweet incense of the heart I send, 
Wishing thy sacred art were mine. 


Thou bringest peace unto my soul, 
At weary night or cheerful morn; 
Thy mystic power makes me whole, 
And my full being newly born. 


Thy presence changes night to day, 
Brings welcome light from misty eyes, 
Drives discontent and care away, 
Illumes with joy my inner skies. 


A. J. Rich. 


UTHER said that music is one of 
the most beautiful and glorious 
gifts of God. It has played an im- 
portant part in human affairs. All 
down the ages the strains of music 
have been heard and people everywhere 
have responded to its subtle power. 
Musical instruments were invented in 


| an early period. Jubal is said to have 


| ple. Two 
| were “instructed in the songs of the 
| Lord.” 
| praised the Lord with the instruments.” 


been the first inventor. 

Music played an important part in 
the services and festivities of the 
Hebrews. On the annual pilgrimages 


| to Jerusalem the march was enlivened 


with music. David set apart certain 
families to provide music for the tem- 
hundred and eighty-eight 
Of the 38,000 Levites “4,000 


Mythology says that Orpheus played 


| so sweetly on the lyre, accompanying 


the music with his voice, that he tamed 
wild beasts, stayed the course of rivers 
and drew the very trees around him 
as he sang. 

The story of Amphion building 
Thebes with his lyre was not a fable, 
says Dr. Clark. “At Thebes we saw 
enough to convince us that this story 
was no fable.” It was an ancient cus- 
tom to carry on great tasks to the ac- 
companiment of music and singing. 

Songs were devoted in ancient Egypt 
to promoting virtue and morality in 
youth. Records attribute the barbarism 
of Cynoethe to the gross neglect of 
music, and the refinement and purity of 
the manners and customs of the Ar- 
cadians to a natural love and reverence 
for the divine art. 

Amurath, a prince notorious for his 


| eruelty, laid siege to Bagdad. On taking 
| it, he gave orders for putting 30,000 
| Persians to death. Among the number 


| 


was a musician who asked to be 
brought before Amurath. He permitted 
him to exhibit a specimen of his art. 
The pathetic tones and exulting sounds 


which he drew from the instrument 
rendered the prince unable to restrain 
the softer emotions of his soul. He not 
only directed that the prisoners be 
spared, but that they be given their 
liberty. 


The story is told of a Grecian mother 
who saw her child on the brink of a 
precipice. To shout might only quicken 
its feet and bring it closer to the edge, 
or so startle it with fear as to cause 
it to topple over. So she lifted her 
voice in a familiar song and lured the 
little one to her side. 


It is said that the celebrated musician 
Stradella, by the magic of his voice, 
arrested the steel of a would-be as- 
sassin. His uplifted hand sank harm- 
less by his side as he listened to 
Stradella’s glorious tones, and emotion 
so completely overpowered him that he 
bowed his head and wept. 


With the coils of a twenty-five foot 
python gradually tightening around his 
body, James H. Stenger escaped being 
crushed to death through music. He 
was superintending the unloading of a 
box of snakes when a python got out 
of his box. He tried to push him into 
a glass cage, but in an instant the 
snake was entwined around him. Six 
men attempted to pull it from his body. 
Mile. Labento, a snake charmer who 
owned the reptile, came running with 
her flageolet. She began playing a low, 
weird melody, swaying her body gently. 
The python began to sway with the 
player and gradually loosened its folds. 

Music has therapeutic value. An 
early case is that of Saul. The king 
was troubled with an evil spirit. When 
David played on the harp the king was 
calmed and the evil spirit departed we 
are told. 


But an old Scotch lady suggests that 
it might also have had the opposite 
effect. She did not enjoy modern church 
musie and expressed her dislike of the 
singing of an anthem. A neighbor said, 
“Why, that is a very old anthem. David 
sang that anthem to Saul.” She replied, 
“Weel, weel, I noo for the first time 
understan’ why Saul threw his javelin 
at David when the lad sang for him.” 


A king of Spain was in such a weak 
and morbid condition that his consort 
almost despaired of seeing his majesty 
in good health again. He was so de- 
spondent that he completely neglected 
his person, and refused to see or be 
seen by any of his subjects, and grief 
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and consternation prevailed. Then the 
queen had a happy thought. Farinelli 
was then a famous singer and she com- 
manded him to appear at the palace. 
The effect of his singing was magical, 
the king improved and eventually fully 
recovered. 

At the Tiny Tim Guild in London 
some remarkable cures have been ob- 
tained through the use of music. The 
patients are children afflicted with 
paralysis. One boy, whose right arm 
was totally paralyzed, was given a 
drum. He was encouraged to play on 
it with energy and persistence. After a 
while, the paralyzed arm became al- 
most as useful as the other. 

Another boy, who was totally para- 
lyzed in both legs, was placed on the 
edge of a low chair, and was required 
to go through marching motions, keep- 
ing time to an inspiring tune played on 
the piano. By this treatment the boy 
obtained the use of his legs. 

Dr. Edward Podolsky advocates mu- 
sic as a medicine for human ills. He 
mentions the case of a three-year-old 
child, suffering from _ sleeplessness. 
When the doctor advised the mother to 
play one of Chopin’s waltzes, the effect 
was immediately satisfactory. 

He says that doctors experimenting 
with music on patients have found that 
soft music successfully reduced high 
temperatures in cases of fever, besides 
relieving pain and insomnia. Quick, 
lively music suited those with low cir- 
culation and lowered vitality, whereas 
soft, soothing music aided night ter- 
rors and delirium. 

In an asylum, the piano was played 
for half an hour to 1,400 women. All 
responded to the rhythm. In some cases 
the pulse rate rose, others became rest- 
less and beat time. With slow music 
the worst cases were soothed and even 
sent to sleep. 

Experiments in the United States in 
1918 showed that music exerted curi- 
ous effects on the heart. Tschaikow- 
sky’s “Death” symphony was found to 
increase the heart’s action, but it oc- 
casioned a fall in blood pressure. The 
“Toreador” from Carmen produced an 
increase in blood pressure, but a de- 
creased heart action, while the ‘‘Na- 
tional Emblem,” a stirring march, 
caused a slower pulse, somewhat sim- 
ilar to the “Toreador.” 

A well-known soprano, tells this 
story, which she treasures as a pleas- 
ant memory. “I had sung two solos 
at the evening service of a fashionable 
church, after which I boarded a car. 
An old woman, whose clothes indicated 
great poverty, got in and sat down be- 
side me, her face fairly shining with 
pleasure as she recognized me. 

“Lady, I want to tell you how I 
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likes your she exclaimed in 
rather broken English. ‘It goes right 
to my heart, and makes me so happy, 
just as if I’d heard the angels sing. I 
thanks you.’ 

“Of course I thanked her, but the 
funny part was that when the conduc- 
tor came for our fares, the old lady 
counted out ten pennies before I could 
pass over my nickel. ‘Two, two,’ she 
said to him, as she nodded to me. ‘I 
wants to, lady, for I likes your voice 
so much; I likes your voice.’ 

“So, while I felt that perhaps the 
poor old soul could ill spare her extra 
pennies, I let her make the sacrifice 
because of the evident pleasure it gave 
her, and no compliment I ever received 
has touched me more deeply than her 


voice,’ 


oft repeated words, ‘I likes your ,voice’.” 


GOD’S MIND MATTERS 


It isn’t your mind about everything, 
and what’s left over, that matters: it is 
God’s mind; And we can be very prac- 
tical about it if we will. A man was 
telling me some years ago about his 
business. He had to quote different 
prices for the same article. He didn’t 
like it, but what to do? The firm 
couldn’t get along on any other basis. 
The sales would drop off. And I couldn’t 
help wondering if what he was doing, 
and thousands of others like him, many 
of them good people wanting only to 
work their way out of those lean years 
—if what they were doing by gradual- 
ly undermining public confidence didn’t 
endanger everybody and_ everything, 
rock the whole system to its founda- 
tions! To take God’s mind and follow 
it, whatever the cost. I wonder if that’s 
so very silly! Humanity is taking its 
own mind again now. And it’s a mind 
that bids fair to make another hell out 
of human life. Paul Sherer in The 
Place Where Thou Standest: Harper & 
Brothers Publishers. 
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identification Display Plates to aid 
the busy minister 
Extends witness of your high office 
—Secures driving courtesies and 
privileges—Distinctive and Dignified. 
Made of new “feather-weight”’ plas- 
tic; sealed-in colors; stained-glass 
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War Bonds Will Help Your Chureh 


Your people are buying War Bonds. Many will be 
glad to turn a portion over to the church. Here 
are some publicity pieces to help you get some of 


the bonds and stamps. 
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A six-page leaflet which tells how the church will profit 
through the gift of War Bonds. 
Folded size, 6”x3%”. 


Pledge card on page six. 
Tells you which bonds may be owned 


PRICES 


SEND 25 CENTS FOR A HALF DOZEN SAMPLES OF EACH OF THE TWO 
ITEMS ABOVE THAT THEY MAY BE SHOWN TO YOUR OFFICIALS 
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A Recipe for Blindness 


A Sermon to the Children 


by Arthur L. Rice” 


The speaker was a funny, tiny 

old man, with a pointed cap, 
who looked quite like the picture of a 
brownie in the book which Ralph’s 
mother had been reading to him just 
before she said “goodnight.” 

“How would you like to be blind?” 

“IT should not like it at all. I love 
to see the birds, the flowers, and lovely 
pictures and the faces of people whom 
I love.” 

“T have a sure recipe for blindness. 
See here. Just wear these spectacles 
of mine.” 

“But I don’t want to be blind.” 

“Never mind. You will do as I say,” 
and Ralph’s hands could not seem to 
move to help himself. 

They were most unusual spectacles, 


‘tf | ‘nr would you like to be blind?” 


*Minister, Congregational Church, Tulare, Cali- 
fornia. 


with a handle to wind them up. They 
were way off—so far that you could 
scarcely see the glass part. But it 
was not glass. He could not quite be 
sure what it was. 

“Now can you see?” 

“Surely. All but one little spot 
where the glass is, but it really isn’t 
glass. Tell me what it is.” 

“Ugh. You will know soon enough,” 
and he turned the crank, making the 
glasses come nearer. ‘‘Now you are 
a year older. Can you see?” 

“But I don’t want the years to pass, 
and miss my birthday, and Christmas, 
and vacation.” 

“T cannot help that. 


question. Can you see?” 

“Not quite so well. Those things 
that should be glass, but are not, shut 
out more. But I can see what they 
are. Pieces of money—pennies.” 


Answer my 


“Ugh. I said you would see them 
soon enough.” He turned the crank 
more, bringing them nearer. “Now 


can you see?” 

“Not very much. Those pennies 
shut out a lot of my view. I have 
to look around the sides of them. I 
do not like this kind of glasses.” 

“Nobody asked your opinion. Now 
we will have you grow five—or twenty 
—years,” and he turned the crank very 
fast. 

“Please don’t. I am not ready to be 


a man yet, and leave all my play days 
Nearer 


behind.” But it was no use. 
and nearer to Ralph’s eyes came the 
pennies. 

“Now can you see?” 

“No,’ he sobbed, “I can’t see a 


thing but those horrid old pennies.” 

“Then you are blind, aren’t you? 
Like it?” 

“Oh no, I do not like it. I want to 
see all the lovely, good and beautiful 
things in the world.” 

“You do? Well, perhaps that might 
be arranged,” said the funny old man. 


“Hocus pocus, backward flee, 
Pennies, let this blind man see; 
Backward now let swift years soar 
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Odd Experiences in the 
Life of a Minister 





ba 


1) Deacon Jones tells Pastor Smith the church 
is not making much progress. The Official 
Board is not satisfied. 





2) Wonders why the children play in the streets 
rather than attend Sunday school. 





Pe 
Pe 
3) Ladies’ Aid President phones the bazaar is 
called off due to lack of interest. 


(Turn to page 55) 
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Does the beginning of the new quarter find all your Sunday 
School departments enjoying the benefits of Standard’s 
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Closely Graded lessons, actual samples of Uniform lessons and big catalog are 
free. Please state which you want and mention department. Address Desk CM-! 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Eighth and Cutter Streets 


53 






STANDARD'S —/\” 


~ 


Cincinnati, Ohio 





’Til he comes a lad once more.” 

The crank turned and turned, and 
the pennies moved farther and farther 
from Ralph’s eyes, until at last they 
were only wee spots in the distance, 
and he could see again. 

What a time they had next morning 
at breakfast when Ralph told his 
dream. Daddy and Mother’ were 
greatly interested in finding an ex- 
planation. 

“Hadn’t you quarrelled with sister 
last night over a penny?” 

“Y-e-e-s. It was under my pillow. 
But it really was mine, you know, and 
she—” 


“Didn’t the penny get so close to | 


your eye that it shut out your love 
for her? Pennies can do that, and 
actually do it for all too many people. 
If it goes on from bad to worse, as 
the years pass, at last it makes them 
blind to all other things.” 


“Whew! That would be terrible. 
But it’s never going to happen to me. 
Here, Margaret, is that penny. I am 
sorry I quarrelled. Will you please 
forgive me? I am so glad I found 
out in time about that funny old man’s 
sure recipe for blindness. Daddy, we 
are never going to let pennies make us 
blind, are we?” 


And Daddy answered happily, “No, 
we will not.” 





GRATITUDE 


For sunlit hours and visions clear, 

For all remembered faces dear, 

For comrades of a single day, 

Who sent us stronger on our way, 

For friends who shared the year’s long 

road, 

And bore with us the common load, 

For hours that levied heavy tolls, 

And brought us nearer to our goals, 

For insights won through toil and tears, 

We thank the keeper of our years. 
Clyde McGee. 





Craftsmanship at Its Best 


Quality need not be sacrificed for price, 
The “Kundtz Budget Plan” for progressive 
church interior remodeling or the equip- 
ping of new churches enables all to buy 
within their budget, yet be assured of 
craftsmanship only years of experience 
| can produce. 
Altars Lecterns 
Fonts Reredos Communion Tables 
Pews Memorials Collection Plates 
Pulpits Organ Screens Carved Figures 
Chancels Hymn Boards Prayer Desks 
Wood Crosses — Wood Candlesticks — 
Wood Candelabra 
eWrite for the complete “Kundtz 
Plan.”” Use official church sta- 
tionery and state denomination. 


The THEODOR KUNDTZ Co. 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 


Clergy Chairs 























Today People Seek 
| CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE! 


Help them get it with 
a planned course of 


VISUAL INSTRUCTION 


Write for information 


‘RYAN LANTERN SLIDE SERVICE 
(formerly Victor Slide Department) 


409-411 Harrison St. Davenport, Ia. 








uipit GOWNS 
Pulpit 

Fine materials, beautiful work. 
pleasingly low prices. Catalog 
and samples on request. State 
your needs and name of church. 

DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 

1161 South 4th St., Greenville, Il. 











FILMS FOR THE CHURCH 


A selective rental service. High quality films 
only. Manuals provided. Distributors of Re- 
ligious Teaching Pictures. 

Write for Information 


Religious Film Service 
Richmond, Iilinois 














TH CENTURY QUARTERLY 


Thomas Curtis Clark, Editor 
For Better Teaching, Deeper 
Study, Firmer Faith. The leading Lesson 
Quarterly of young people and adults. 
Based on International Uniform Lessons. 
Sample copy Free. Write today. 
THE 20% CENTURY QUARTERLY 


407 S. Dearborn St., Dept. CM, Chicago, Ill. 


> sae: esson 1943 
iste 


GC. Insist onthe ORJGINAL. Forty-three 
Years’ Supremacy. Never equalled. 
Condensed Thought. Digest and ‘ext of 
Lesson. Full Exposition. Other features. 
Flexible Binding. 35c. Postpaid. 

FLEMING H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 

















Brand-New Steel Folding Chairs. | 

Full Upholstered Seat and Form- 

Fitting Back. Rubber Feet. Send 
for Sample. $21.50 Dozen. 


| Redington Co. °s7* Scranton,Pa. 


; FOLDING CHAIRS~{ 














SEE THE 


LINE 


OF 
FOLDING—AUDITORIUM-— CHOIR 
AND SUNDAY SCHOOL CHAIRS 
Wrile for Catalog and Prices 
PEABODY SEATING CO. 
BOX 7, NORTH MANCHESTER, IND. 








for EFFICIENCY 


Tal every department of 
Church and Sunday School 
FREE SAMPLES 


Arthur H. Strouse Publishing Co. 
Lakeside, Ohio xx nxuxuxnran 











BEAUTIFY YOUR CHURCH 


————————- with 
MANITOWOC FINE FURNITURE 
Write for Drawings and Prices 


MANITOWOC CHURCH FURNITURE CO. 
Department No. 5 Waukesha, Wisconsin 

















ULPIT FURNITURE 


Chairs. Communion Tables 
Baptismal Fonts, Etc 


Fine furniture at factory-to- 
Church prices. State your needs. 


DE MOULIN Bros. & Co 


GREENVILLE, ILLINOIS 
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Your Budget and Your Soul 


e FOR the happy church that 
does not have to beg for 
money! In it the minister 

could be free to deal wih spiritual 


things, and the congregation could 
worship God undisturbed: by the clink 


of coins.” 


Could they! On the contrary, they 
would be in danger of losing their 
souls. We often say that the great 
American sin is the worship of money. 
But in one sense we do not have suf- 
ficient reverence for money and all 
that it means. Your property is an 
extension of your personality. Much 
of what we call culture and civiliza- 
tion depends largely on the things we 
own. If I own three cents I can to- 
morrow extend my personality and be 
in two places at once by mailing a 
letter. If I own several dollars I can 
for one day have an extra pair of 
hands doing my work for me or with 
me. And if I own many dollars I can 
become a veritable octopus, with hun- 
dreds of hands and brains at my bid- 
ding. That is why it is so difficult, as 
Jesus warned us, for a rich man to get 
to heaven. It is so easy for his well-th 
to become ill-th. 

Your budget has a great deal to do 
with your soul. In fact, it is not a bad 
picture of your soul. In a notorious 


| divorce case the monthly budget of the 


| lished in the 


woman applying for alimony was pub- 
newspapers. It ran 
something like this: rent—$200; cloth- 
ing—$150; amusements—$75; books— 
$1.75; charity—$5. Could you wish a 
better photograph of her soul? What 
cf the man who pretends to be a Chris- 
tian, and yet when he attends service 
gives less to God than he gives to go 
to the movie? Where your heart is, 
there will your money be also. 

The Jews were commanded to make 
sacrifices—to make holy—their pos- 
sessions by offering the first fruits to 
God. All that we have is a loan from 
God, and we are trustees of his estate. 
So the man who says that his time, his 
money and his talents are his own, to 
do with as he pleases, is an embezzling 
trustee, and Jesus tells us what such a 
man deserves. (Matthew 24:45-51). 
Our chief task in life is to try our best 
to “pay our board,” to pay back to God 
and to God’s children some little part 
of all that it has cost them to give us 
the privileges we enjoy. 

Those who complain that the “pass- 
ing of the plate” introduces an un- 
spiritual note into a service do not 
know what spirituality is, and mean 


that they wish to keep their religion 
safely insulated from the rest of their 
life. We are living members of the 
church only as we give of ourselves 
and our possessions to it. 

We are parasites if we are not try- 
ing to “pay our way” through the sup- 
port of our parish and the world-wide 
work of the church. It is only because 
the church has believed in foreign mis- 
sions that we enjoy our religion and 
our civilization. 

Your church’s campaign for her bud- 
get and that of the whole church is not 
a “necessary evil” which interrupts 
our worship, but one way to prove that 
we have any religion at all which is 
worth anything to us. Worship means 
worthship. 

How much is the civilization for 
which we are fighting worth to you? 
We are compelled to pay large taxes 
to help save it. What of the tax 
which God’s church needs and deserves 
to help preserve all that is best in that 
civilization? 

The above article was written as a 
tract by Frank Merrill, secretary of 
“The Program of the Church” of New 
York Diocese of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church. It is being distributed, 
in leaflet form, by that body. 


FILMS FOR OHIO CHURCHES 
TO BE CENSORED 

It will be news to many Ohio churches 
to learn that amateur films used in their 
churches for entertainment purposes 
must be passed by the state board of 
censors. This information is supplied 
by a correspondent in The United Pres- 
byterian. 

All such films, regardless of the sub- 
ject matter, or who took them, whether 
they are privately owned or rented 
films, or furnished free by any of our 
church boards, before being shown to 
any gathering or meeting to which the 
public is invited and/or admitted, 
whether free or by paid admissions, 
must be submitted to the Ohio Board 
of Censors, Department of Education, 
Columbus, Ohio, for their approval. 
Violations of this law are punishable 
by a fine of $25. 

Churches may usually assume that 
films rented from distributing agencies 
have passed the censorship as the bur- 
den is upon the distributor to accom- 
plish this. 
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SLIPS OF SPEECH 
OR MANNER _ [= Jaleo 
The purpose of this column is to call | ‘ SERVICE AOKOR ADLL Be 


attention to “Slips of Speech or Man- | 
ner” which violate good English usage, | 

| 
or the forms of orderly and reverent | 


A Reminder to Pray for the Boys 


A beautiful church roll in national colors 
framed and glazed. Removable name cards. 
Two sizes. Attractive prices. 
U.S. and Church Flag Sets. 
Flag. Celanese taffeta or 
details and prices. 

WM. H. DIETZ, Dept. 25, 10 S. Wabash, Chicago 
The Service Honor Roll pictured on page 24 of 
the December issue of this magazine is our 


Also the Service 
wood. Write for 














attain Ney 


worship. or even, by eccentric manner- 
ism, divert attention from the message 
to the speaker, with consequent loss to 
his message. The editor of the column 
is Aubrey N. Brown, minister of the 
Presbyterian Church, Montgomery, 
West Virginia. The contributions of 
your “pet peeves” may be sent directly 
to him or in care of Church Manage- 
ment. 

Saith. For all its recurrence in Holy 
Writ, this word is not to be called 
sey-eth, although it means just that. 
Correctly, it is SETH. 

* * + 

Adult. Mispronounc:d frequentiy, 
adult is not to be accented on the first 
syllable, making it, A-dult. The accent 
is final, a-DULT. It is not the A-dult 
division in the church, but the a-DULT 
division! There were not seventy 
A-dults present. They were a-DULTS. 

* * * 

Err. 
“Thy erring children 
choir and congregation 
about the “ear-ing children,” when, all 
the while, they are “ur-ing.” To err 
is not to ear, but to UR, strange as 
it seems. 


A good hymn has a line about 
and the 
sing lustily 


’ 


* * * 


Pharaoh. This word is pronounced by 
some authorities (!), FA-ray-o, but it 
is better to say, F'A-ro, far better. 

ar 

Leaders of worship are observed to 
say, “Let us USE hymn number sev- 
enty-three.” Of course, in formal 
worship it is better to have the hymns 
unannounced if a bulletin is used, but 
in informal gatherings when hymns 
are announced, they are to be SUNG, 
not used. 

* * a 

Westminster. Often pronounced with 
a superfluous “i”? as WEST-min-is-ter. 
The derivation of ‘‘minster” is Anglo 
Saxon, mynster, the church of a mon- 
eathedral. The correct 

therefore, is WEST- 


astery, or a 
pronunciation, 
min-ster. 


* * * 
Sovereign. Meaning: (1) supreme; 
highest; and (2) a British gold coin. 
Authorities permit either the short 


“o” or the short “u” in the first syl- 
lable. However, it is more common to 
use the short ‘“‘o” sound in referring to 
the coin, and the short “u 
Therefore, usage calls for: “the SUV- 
er-in-ti of God”; “the SUV-er-in will.” 


” 


otherwise. 








product and was supplied by us. 








According to the Liverpool Mercury, 

the following letter, written in Italian, 
was sent to the finance committee of 
the Liverpool City Corporation, when it 
was about to elect a successor to Mr. 
Best, one of the truly great organ- 
ists: 
For many years I have been grinding 
an organ in the streets of Liverpool, 
and am a ratepayer. I am becoming 
tired of outdoor work, and would like 
some inside occupation. Hence my ap- 
plication. The mechanism of the in- 
strument could be altered to suit my 
style of playing, that is the rotary 
style, which is essentially popular. 
Your humble servant.” 


| 
| 





BRUNSWICK 
FOLDING CHAIRS 


FOR EVERY USE 
WRITE FOR DESCRIPTIONS AND PRICES 


BRUNSWICK SEATING CORP. 


LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 











CENTRAL UNIVERSITY (estab. 1896) has en- 
abled hundreds of ministers to complete their 
university work by correspondence. Competent 
faculty. Individual instruction. 
Reasonable fees ... Write for further 
information and catalog 


CENTRAL UNIVERSITY 


Irvington, Indianapolis, Indiana 








Odd Experiences 


(From page 53) 





4) Church Treasurer informs Pastor Smith col- 
lections are bad. Can’t meet bills. 








5) Learning folks think he is responsible for low 
ebb of church efforts, Pastor Smith’s morale 
is below par. Decides to tell Mrs. Smith to 
“nack the suitcase.”’ 

(Turn to next page) 











=CHURCH FURNITURE= 


Pews, Pulpits, Pulpit Chairs, Communion 
Tables, Altar Vases, Altar Crosses, Bap- 
| tismal Fonts, Folding Chairs, Sunday School 
| Furniture. We allow for or sell your old 
equipment. 

Catalogue and details on request 


REDINGTON CO., Dept. B, Scranton, Pa. 











THE MASTER’S PENCE BANK 
This little bank, 3 inches high and 2% inches 
in diameter, can be a_ steady source of 
revenue for church work. Directions for use, 
including two prayers to be used as grace at 
meals, is printed on the bank. A place is 
provided for writing the date that the banks 
are to be returned. Further information sent 
on request. 5¢ each—50c per doz.—$3.75 per 100 


CHURCH WORLD PRESS, Inc. 
616 East St. Clair Avenue Cleveland, Ohio 














PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings, Altar Cloths, 
Bible Markers, Communion Linens, 
Embroideries, Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


Marking 106 years 
1837 of service io the 1943 
church and clergy 


COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 EAST 23r0 STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y 



















TREC Motion Pictures 
RIT re 
Mi sad Ve Christ-centered, soul- 


winning visual aids 
produced by Christians. 
Literature upon request. 


SCRIPTURES, VISIALIZED INSTITUTE 











A Whole Year for $1.00 


ILLUSTRATOR 


Sunday-school teaching a ] 

Write for Samples and Special 
Introductory Prices for Sunday Schools 

THE ILLUSTRATOR Myerstown, Pa. 


THE 


makes 











5) Friend wife solves the problem. 


~ 


8) 
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Odd Experiences 
(From page 55) 


Dedication of Church 
School Teachers 





The following service of dedication 
was used in the First Congregational 
Church, St. Johns, Michigan. It was ar- 
ranged by the minister, William R. Cat- 
ton. 

MINISTER: The law of the Lord is 
perfect, converting the soul; the testi- 
mony of the Lord is sure, making wise 
the simple. 

TEACHERS: The statutes of the 
Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; 
the commandments of the Lord are 
pure, enlightening the eyes. 

MINISTER: And ye _ shall teach 
them unto your children, speaking of 
them when thou sittest in thine house 
and when thou walkest by the way; 
when thou liest down and when thou 
risest up. 

TEACHERS: Let the words of my 
mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my 
strength and my redeemer. 

MINISTER: Officers and Teachers 
of the Sunday School. You have been 
chosen by this church to be the chief 
workers of the church for the religious 
instruction of the children and young 
people of our number. This is a solemn 
responsibility. You have been asked to 
undertake it because you have been 
thought to be, of all the men and wom- 
en of the church, those best able to dis- 
charge it. Do you accept this charge? 

TEACHERS: We do, and by God’s 
help we will labor diligently to be 
worthy of this trust and faithfully to do 
this work. 

MINISTER: Will you undertake to 
be loyal and zealous servants of the 
> church and of our Lord in doing this 
work? Will you be regular in attend- 
ance, diligent in preparation? Will you 
labor so to comport yourself before 
those who wait upon you for their re- 
ligious leadership that they may come 
to know you as friend and counsellor 
and may be led to a fuller knowledge 
of God’s word and a better understand- 
ing of His way of life? 

TEACHERS: All this we promise, 
and with God’s help we will earnestly 
endeavor to do His will. 

MINISTER: In the name of the 
church, then, I hereby dedicate you to 
service as the officers and teachers of 
the Sunday School of the First Congre- 
gational Church of St. Johns. You have 
been called to a great responsibility. 
You have also been called to a happy 
privilege. You are to be teachers and 
friends of our young people. They will 
remember you in love and gratitude 
throughout their lives. The church 1s 
grateful for: your devotion. You will 


Tells hubby 
to follow example of successful ministers. 
Start a Parish Paper and have it printed by 
The National Religious Press. 





Smith finds business men friendly when he 
solicits advertising. Concludes contact with 
representative men of community will prove . 
to be an asset to him and his church. 








Receives first issue of Parish Paper from The 
National Religious Press, Grand Rapids, Michi- 
gan. Surprised at splendid appearance. Won- 
ders how can they do it at such low prices. 


(Turn to next page) 





GOOD USED 
OFFICE EQUIPMENT 


Many types of office machines have 
been discontinued for the duration. 
The items below have been put in 
good condition. They will give sat- 
isfactory service and may be pur- 
chased without priority rating. 
ADDRESSING MACHINES 
Binett No, BO, hand 1008. <a. vscsny veeens $ 60 
Elliott No. 150 Cardvertiser, automatic 
feed. Combination post card printer 
and addressing machine, like new...... 
Elliott No. 98, automatic post card printer 70 


DUPLICATING MACHINES 


A. B. Dick No. 90, automatic feed. Nearly 
RA era ene Meee dows saan mek estes $ 95 
A. B. Dick No. 77A, hand feed........... 45 
A. B. Dick No. 76, hand feed............ 35 
A. B. Dick No. 78B, automatic feed....... 170 
Motonneeds, hana PO06 6 < osc ds ccksiensss ine 25 
Speedoprint, automatic feed............. 28 
Multigraph Junior No. 40 with Flexo Type- 
SE dxWsco ar oh Dak kbe cen cens Redbincue 80 
o 


In addition we have complete service 
items such as stencils, ink, trays, 
stylii, tracing scopes, gelatine dupli- 
cators, ete. 
Complete address stencil embossing 
service—metal and fibre. 
Write for our free, money-saving 
price list of machines and supplies 


ADDRESSING AND DUPLICATING 
MACHINES CO. 
328 Erie Building Cleveland, Ohio 
































HUGET 


on the International 
Uniform Lessons 


Union Lesson Helps offer sound, inspiring 
lesson expositions written by specialists 
for every ~ge group. Undenominational 
and uncontroversial with room only for 
constructive truth. 


Write for free specimens 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


1816 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 








rejoice in doing God’s work. May His 
spirit guide you and His richest bless- 
ing be upon you, now and henceforth. 
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Odd Experiences 
(From page 56) 








9) Deacon Jones reports church doing nicely. 


Many newcomers of services. Better ecollec- 
tions. Tells Smith the Board voted to in- 
crease his salary. Smith realizes Parish Pa- 
per idea works. 








{0) Ladies’ Aid president informs Smith that 
church building is too small to take care of 
the crowds. Everybody talking about the 
parish paper and a new building. 




















11) Smith is leaving a community mass meeting 
where he was the principle speaker. Feels 
that he is a real leader. 


BRONZE TAKEN FOR PRIORITIES, 
BUT CHURCHES CAN GET 
PLASTIC PLAQUES 
Despite War Production Board priori- 
ties on bronze, American churches will 


still be able to have memorial plaques ° 


made during the war, owing to the in- 
genuity of the United States Bronze 
Sign Company, Incorporated, of 570 
Broadway, New York, which has been 
doing experimental work in plastics. 
Even before Pearl Harbor, as the grow- 
ing defense program of the United 
States decreased the available supply 
of metals, David Klein, president of the 
firm, began thinking of metal substi- 
tutes for his products. When the war 
came and the United States Govern- 
ment requisitioned all the available 
bronze to make parts for machine guns, 
tanks and bronze plates on war equip- 
ment, United States Bronze under Mr. 
Klein’s leadership began to develop the 
use of plastic, which has been called 
“the metal of the future.” 

Ninety per cent of the firm’s facili- 
ties are used in casting and fabricating 
metal articles for the government war 
effort. The other ten per cent is for 
churches and institutions. Today, with 
men pouring into all branches of the 
armed forces from every organized 
group in the nation, the demand for 
Victory Honor Roll Plaques is great 
and, as in the past, churches desire 
and need tablets and wall plaques for a 
variety of purposes, to memorialize do- 
nors and gifts in honor of deceased 
relatives. Obviously, with the limited 
supply of bronze, churches cannot se- 
cure such tablets in real bronze. 

But in Anno Domini, 1942, American 
churches are beginning to use plaques 
and tablets of the special plastic de- 
veloped by United States Bronze Sign 
Company. It looks almost exactly like 
real bronze. It comes in a variety of 
other finishes. Best of all, it fills the 
present need without interfering with 
our government’s war plans. 

After the war, when bronze again be- 
comes available for peacetime purposes, 
these molded tablets of an emergency 
era may be cast in bronze to increase 
their durability. Meanwhile, a hand- 
some looking plate, made of the new 
plastic and mounted on walnut, may 
be had for as little as $25.00. There is 
space for as many as thirty-six names 
and plates are supplied as_ needed. 
Name plates cost fifty cents each. 
Preview designs are submitted by the 
firm without charge if prospective cus- 
tomers will submit specifications. 
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Church Management 
Found in Prosperous 
Churches 








Timely Book Suggestions 
TOWERING O’ER THE 
WRECKS OF TIME 
Lenten Meditations and 
Sermons by H. F. Wind 
$1.00 POSTPAID 


“In these Lenten medi 
tations the passion and 
death of our Lord are 
presented with dignity, 





reverence and a_ true 
recognition of the re 
demptive work of Jesus 
Christ. . . . The mes 
Sages are positive and 
clear in their presenta 


tion of the power and 
permanency of the cross, 
and its centrality to the 





Christian religion.” 

: —Evangelical Messenger 
“The appronch to familiar scenes is both fresh 
and new and the application to modern life most 


practical.” —The Free Methodist 


THE CROSS AND THE GARDEN 
By Fred H. Lindemann 

“This volume contains twelve sermons, including 

a series on the Seven Words from the Cross... . 

In these the author portrays in a vivid, artistic 

and simple way man’s vital relationship with the 
great truths surrounding the Cross.” 

—The Intelligencer-Leader 


ERNST KAUFMANN, INC. 
7 Spruce St. 209 S. State St. 
New York City Chicago, III. 











Church Bulletins 


Po 
Announcements 


PRINTING 
MIMEOGRAPHING 
and 
OFFSET 
produced at a 
nominal charge 


Prices quoted on request 
& 


ARROW LETTER SERVICE 


NATIONAL BUILDING 
Cleveland, Ohio 


























Electric Lighted 
CHURCH BULLETINS 


Send for FREE Catalog 
containing illustrations 
and prices of the vari- 
ous types of bulletins 
made by us. A _ post 
card will do! Please be 
sure to mention name 
of your church. 


Service Rolls—$15.00 Up 
THE ASHTABULA SIGN CO. 


Department C Ashtabula, Ohio 
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\PIPE ORGANS 


AUSTIN ORGANS, Inc. 
Hartford, Conn. 
Inquiries Welcomed 































































Editorials 
(From page 7) 
acteristics. It is as reactionary as it is old. 

This attitude of blinding the eyes, hiding 
the head, presenting the rear end to the world, 
is neither attractive nor appealing. Worse 
than this, it is actually an obstacle in the way 
of progress. In effect, it says: New situa- 
tions will be ignored. Facts are not to be con- 
sidered if they involve any change on our part. 
New light is not wanted. No one can tell us 
anything which we do not like to hear. 

This is not an attitude of intelligence. It is 
the reply of ignorance. It is not a plea to un- 
derstand; but a plan to evade. There is noth- 
ing to commend it; and much is to be said 
against it. To refuse to use our powers is to 
prefer paralysis (though it is temporary) to 
honest fact finding, inquiry to know what is 
needed, and how these needs can be met. 

The animal is not able to reason about facts. 
But to find a human, who is endowed with 
brains capable of reasoning, who acts this 
way is humiliating under any circumstances. 
It is a return to a lower scale of life. It degen- 
erates to the animal level, perhaps even to the 
vegetable level, for it means: We will do noth- 
ing about the situation confronting us, no 
matter how important the fact may be. Factors 
we do not like will be treated as though they 
do not exist. To deal with an illness like pneu- 
monia, or a tumor, would be regarded as 
tragic! In other situations is it not equally 
tragic? 

What a lot such people miss. There is not 
for them any joy in discovering a new way of 
doing their work—or a better way. The satis- 
faction of knowing that they are acting intel- 
ligently and purposefully is not theirs. They 
go without the joy which might come to them 
in knowing that they are doing something 
which will commend itself to those who follow 
them. Ignorance can never be capitalized. 
Facing the facts is always an asset. 

When an official board or a church takes this 
attitude only a spiritual miracle can save the 
situation. Thank God for such miracles. Men 
can change their minds;—by the renewing of 
their minds—they can welcome what they once 
despised or rejected. This is not only possible, 
it is actually happening. New ideas are com- 
ing as God opens sincere but closed minds to 
new aspects of truth, or to new methods of ap- 
plying truth to church procedures. When this 
takes place there is a new experience of fellow- 
ship in the church and progress is recorded. 

Today the ostrich attitude is definitely out- 
moded. It is dead as the Dodo. Amidst the 
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clash of arms the “head in the sand” posture is 
doomed. As old moulds and hardened forms 
are mashed, new advances with greater prog- 
ress are possible, for truth tested in the fierce 
fires of experience through methods which 
have proved their worth. The ostrich attitude 
cannot pass the searching examinations char- 
acteristic of our day. 
James F. Riggs. 


The Half Breed 


Ton half-breed, Mulatto or Eurasian, is a 





lonesome soul. He is accepted by neither 

race which has parented him. Nor is he 
sufficiently strong to create a new race of men. 
He floats in between two worlds, with plenty 
of freedom but short on fellowship. 

The clergyman who leaves the pulpit for 
ministry, to a degree, shares this loneliness. 
He has left a profession and never is fully 
taken into the confidence of his brother min- 
isters; nor is he able to be fully accepted by 
business. The mark of the church is upon him. 
The church stamps well those whom _ she 
trains. 

At times there is a tremendous pressure 
upon the individual to demit the profession. 
Just beyond, he thinks, is freedom from irk- 
some tasks. Probably he is right in that. But 
the decision should be made with deliberation. 
When he cuts loose from the church for another 
calling he will become a half-breed. He will 
gain freedom of action, an under-tanding of 
human nature and a new appreciation of human 
motivation. 

But he will have the loneliness of the outcast. 





HOW TO PRONOUNCE AFRICA 
WAR NAMES 
AGADIR: Ah-gah-DEER (hard G). 
AIN TEMOUCHENT: Ain-Teh-moo- 

SHAN. 
ALGIERS: ALL-ZHEERS (soft G). 
BONE: Bown. 
BOU SFER: Boo SFAIR. 
BOO SNIKA: Boo ZNEE-kah. 
CAP MATIFOU: Cahp Mah-tee-FOO. 
CASABLANCA: Cahsa-BLAHN-ka. 
DUBLINEAU: Doo-blee-NOH. 
FEDHALA: Fay-dah-LAH. 
FORT SIHT: Fort Seat. 
KENITRA: Kay-NEE-trah. 
LES TREMBLES: Lay Trahmbl. 
MARRAKECH: Mah-rah-KESH. 
MEHDIA: May-dee-AH. 
MOG ADOR: Moh-gah-DOHR. 
PERREGAUX: Peh-ra-GO. 
RABAT: Rah-BAH. 


SFAX: Sfax. 
SIDI FERRUCH: SEE-dee Fay- 
roohk. 
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Erected by an Arkansas Church, 
this tribute was planned and 
ordered through the mail—our 


specialty. 


NOW -- CAST HONOR ROLLS 


A FITTING TRIBUTE, this plaque with gleaming 
raised letters was designed and created exclusively 
for Churches. Skillfully finished by men who made 
bronze, the tablets are solid castings in an entirely 
non-critical material, resembling the “Metal of the 
Ages.” Easily attached name plates are ordered as 
needed. Designs available in all sizes for all require- 
ments. 


TABLETS THAT LOOK LIKE BRONZE 


Preserve the tradition of Memorial and Donors’ Tab- 
lets. Our dignified castings have all the beauty of 
sculptured bronze. Let us help you solve your needs. 


MODESTLY PRICED, our plaques are within reach 
of all. You are welcome to full information. 


“Bronze Tablet Headquarters” 


Designers — Craftsmen — Manufacturers 


United States Bronze SignCo., ix.new yoRK. NY. 











PROMP" 
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American ingenuity and the re- 
strictions of wartime priorities 
have resulted in many decided im- 
provements in every day products. 
Clarin Bentwood Folding Chairs 
need only to be sat on, closed and 
opened, to be acclaimed even supe- 
rior to the heretofore unsurpassed 
Clarin metal folding chair. They 
are lighter—have a feeling of 
greater sturdiness—have an ex- 
clusive automatic locking device 
when open. Besides, they have an 
attractiveness only possible with a 
natural wood finish. 

Its enthusiastic reception indi- 
cates a popular post-war demand. 


CLARIN MANUFACTURING Co. 


4638 W. Harrison St., Chicago, Ill. 


The Folding Chair with og 
lasting 
service and satisfaction 


. es BENTWOOD FOLDING CHAIRS 


Three-Color 
Catalog 


of 


with the positive opening automatic lock 
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Renee, This Electric Bulletin 


Build your own cabinet from our blue prints, and 
we supply steel sign panel and letter equipment. Hun- 
dreds of churches are thus securing an electric bulletin 
at great savings. Send for mformation. 

H. E. WINTERS SPECIALTY CO. 


308% E. 4th Se Davenport, lowa 
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Start the New Year With an Efficient System 


Unified Loose-Leaf Church Treasurer’s Record 


The Unified Loose-Leaf Church Treasurer’s Records are de- 
signed to promote efficiency. The leaves may be taken out and 
exchanged in a moment. Fillers may be renewed at less expense 
than any other method. The leaves lie perfectly flat in the open 
binder. The binders are made of Iron Cloth which is more durable 
than leather. The System of Record Keeping is not only the most 
simple but practical as well and strictly in keeping with modern 
business methods. Size of sheet 11 x 8% inches. 
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Contents: Cash Received, Cash Disbursed, Individual Ledger 
Account, Record of Individual Payments, Annual 
Report, Weekly Summary, Memorandum. 
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Duplex System 


Index Extra (see bottom of page) Binder and Binder Leaves No. Leaves 
Leaves Separate Separate In Book 
No. 1 Boo -Bhinras...........8 S00... 82.00... — | ee 
No. 2 ae 2 (ree | eee a) | ees 120 
No. 3 CS eee, | oe re.) | eee =. Bae ee be 2 
No. 4 SEY PIN 5 | SR en ee came Be 247 
No. 5 [ee ees... ke Lh) aes | eee oe 309 
No. 6 1500 names_____-_---- ee” ie 7: a ee | een __.416 


Separate leaves are sold at the rate of $2 per 100. (Sample set of all leaves 15c) 
When ordering separate leaves give form number, which appears at bottom of each sheet 


Indexes 
Alphabetical Index (Linen) (State if for Single or Duplex) ______-_---_------ $0.85 
Alphabetical Index (Leather) (State if for Single or Duplex) ~___-_---__----- 1.50 


Prices for Single Budget System Upon Request 
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1900 Euclid Avenue Cleveland, Ohio 























“Pastoring” Is Doubly Important in These Days 


Do You Have a Satisfactory Plan? 


The Pastor’s Calling List 


The Pastor’s Calling List presents a family in- 
formation card for indexing the families of the 
entire parish. These may be used as a loose card or, 
if you prefer, as a page in a loose leaf binder. All 
cards are punched for the special ‘““Kamket”’ patented 
binder. 





Special keying on the card makes it possible to 
have information about each member of the family 
in small space. 

Invaluable for pastoral calling. 











PRICES 
Cards—Package of Fifty_______________- See 5 
Per Hundred_______- Spee nice | Seen .90 
Special “Kamket” Binder____ 25 
Heavy Imitation Leather Binder__ Sea ee 
Over All Size 4”x614” Each of these binders has a capacity of fifty cards 


SPECIAL TO SUBSCRIBERS—One unit consisting of a Kamket binder with fifty cards inserted, 
45 cents; limit, two units to a subscriber. No limit on cards. 

(IMPORTANT: We have purchased all remaining wire in this area for this Kamket binder. Less than 
1,000 of the loose leaf binders will be available until after the war. When these have been disposed of the 
service will be continued as a card system. As long as the binders are available our special offer of a binder 
with 50 cards will be available to paid-up subscribers at 45 cents per unit.) 
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